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Tassel Ridge Dry Red Wines...Tassel Ridge Dry Red Wines...Simply ExtraordinarSimply Extraordinaryy®®

Great Red WineGreat Red Wine      
      made in Iowa from Grapes grown in Iowamade in Iowa from Grapes grown in Iowa

Leighton, Iowa • www.tasselridge.com

Iowa In the Dark  Iowa In the Dark  
is a dry red with light and fresh flavors. First impressions are 
tangy acid followed by black cherry fading to plum followed 
by a drying mid-palate and a long, pleasing finish. Made from 
Marquette, St. Croix, Petite Pearl, and Steuben grapes grown 
in our Iowa vineyards, Iowa In the Dark is a versatile wine that 
will pair nicely with grilled meat and spicy dishes including 
Asian and Mexican. Serve at room temperature.

2019 Iowa Marquette  2019 Iowa Marquette  
is a dry red that teases the palate with a fresh, 
lightly acidic entry transitioning to raspberry 
and black cherry and a medium-long finish. 
A versatile food pairing wine, 2019 Iowa 
Marquette will pair nicely with grilled beef, 
chicken, or pasta. Serve at room temperature. 

Tassel Ridge wines are sold at the Winery and over 400 
retailers in Iowa (visit www.tasselridge.com/retail  
for a list). Winery operations are continually 
changing. As of September 1, 2021, Tassel Ridge 
Winery is open only for to-go 
purchases. Please visit  
www.tasselridge.com for 
updates on hours and the 
return of Wine Tasting, 
Tours, Events, and Food 
Service. You can also order 
Tassel Ridge Wine shipped 
directly to your door in Iowa, 
Arizona, California, Colorado, 
DC, Florida, Minnesota, 
Missouri, and Texas (adult 
signature required for  
receipt of wine).

Standing Ovation IA In the Dark & 2019 Iowa Marquette 07-21.indd   1Standing Ovation IA In the Dark & 2019 Iowa Marquette 07-21.indd   1 8/2/21   11:39 AM8/2/21   11:39 AM
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WELCOME

Thank you so much for joining us today as we get a very special treat, to 
experience a show that has been on hold for two years. With the same design 
team, same directors, and same leading players, we have patiently waited two 
years to bring you our best! 

Singin’ the Rain, based on a movie by the same name, requires a few unique 
challenges: real rain, tap dancing on a floor that needs to be waterproof, lots of 
different locations, and several “movie” scenes. Regardless, it is a story so joyful 

that you can’t help but share in the glee that makes anyone want to sing in the rain. We hope you 
enjoy watching it just as much as we did when creating it.

We have announced out 104th season and are very excited about what further adventures we will get 
to create. Our season begins with a classic musical about gangsters, Guys and Dolls, and continues 
with an American play co-produced with Pyramid Theatre Company, August Wilson’s The Piano 
Lesson. The rest of the John Viars Theatre season includes the musical Kinky Boots, the comedy 
Native Gardens, and ends with Little Shop of Horrors. And of course, we have our family holiday show, 
Rodgers & Hammerstein's Cinderella. Our season promises to be something for everyone: a full year 
of entertainment and value.  Make it easy on yourself and pre-decide to see all the shows; become a 
season subscriber.

Once again, thank you for choosing The Playhouse. We are grateful for your support of the arts and 
of theatre in the region. We are here because of you! 

Enjoy the show. 

David R. Kilpatrick
Executive Director

Join us for our 2021-22 Season!
 
SEASON DEBUT: BEETHOVEN’S FIFTH 
SAT SEP 25 7:30PM / SUN SEP 26 2:30PM

REVOLUTION: THE MUSIC OF THE BEATLES 
SAT OCT 9 7:30PM

TCHAIKOVSKY’S FOURTH 
SAT OCT 23 7:30PM / SUN OCT 24 2:30PM

BEETHOVEN’S VIOLIN CONCERTO 
SAT NOV 20 7:30PM / SUN NOV 21 2:30PM

NEW YEAR’S EVE POPS: THE MUSIC OF ELTON JOHN 
FRI DEC 31 8:00PM

CARMINA BURANA 
SAT JAN 8 7:30PM / SUN JAN 9 2:30PM

IMMORTAL BELOVED 
SAT JAN 29 7:30PM / SUN JAN 30 2:30PM

BEETHOVEN & SHOSTAKOVICH 
SAT MAR 19 7:30PM / SUN MAR 20 2:30PM

BEETHOVEN’S NINTH 
SAT APR 9 7:30PM / SUN APR 10 2:30PM

BERNADETTE PETERS IN CONCERT 
SAT APR 30 7:30PM

SEASON FINALE: PICTURES AT AN EXHIBITION 
SAT MAY 7 7:30PM / SUN MAY 8 2:30PM

DMSYMPHONY.ORG

http://www.dmsymphony.org


2 THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON 3THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON

 

Thank you for your support!

From all the volunteers, cast, crew,  
and staff at The Playhouse...

Benefactor ($5,000+)
American Equity Investment 
 Life Insurance Co.
Sarabeth & William Anderson
Virginia & Philip Beach*
Don & Margo Blumenthal
Harry Bookey & 
 Pamela Bass-Bookey
Bravo Greater Des Moines
 Altoona
 Ankeny
 Bondurant
 Carlisle
 Clive
 Des Moines
 Grimes
 Indianola
 Johnston
 Norwalk
 Pleasant Hill
 Polk City
 Polk County
 Urbandale
 Waukee
 West Des Moines
 Windsor Heights
Cole-Belin Education
 Foundation
Corteva Agriscience
WT & Edna M Dahl Trust
Jo Ann Davis
Dotdash Meredith
Easter Family Fund
Edward Jones
EMC Insurance Companies
Charles Farr
Allison & Jim Fleming
Charles Gabus Ford
Larry & Patsy Goetz
Kate Goldman Education Fund
Tom & Cathy Goldman
Sally & Thomas Graf
Jeanne Hopson Angel
 Endowment Fund

Debbie & Michael Hubbell
Infomax Office Systems
Iowa Department of 
 Cultural Affairs
Barbara & William Keck
Dr James & 
 Mary Ellen Kimball
La Mie Bakery
Leachman Lumber Co.
Judith A Lindquist
 Scholarship Fund I
Julie & Marshall Linn, III
MidAmerican Energy Company
Susan Moore
Principal®
Principal Charity Classic
R & R Realty Group Foundation
Renee & Steve Schaaf
George & Laura* Sparks
Jan & Layton Stump
UnityPoint Health
Bob & Molly Veenstra
Linda & Bill Weidmaier
Workspace, Inc.
Thomas R Zucker
 Charitable Trust

Producer ($2,500+)
Anonymous
American Association of 
 Community Theatre
Bankers Trust
Joanne & Milt Brown 
 Artistic Excellence Fund
Linda J Cohen
John Fisher & Jann Freed
Rosalie Gallagher
Ann & Michael Gersie
Molly & Tyler Hackman
Hubbell Realty Company
Hy-Vee, Inc.
David R. & Barbara Kilpatrick
Dale Klocksiem

Lincoln Savings Bank
Mark & Holly Lyons
Russ & Mary Marshall
Jane E Meyer
Prairie Meadows
Darlene & Mark Pullen
John Ruan Foundation Trust
Pat & Lou Schneider
Sehgal Foundation
Roger & Sändra Spahr
John & Sherryl Viars
John Viars Endowment
Julie West & Brent Isenberger
David & Barbara White

Director ($1,000+)
Anonymous (2)
Cory & Emily Abbas
Nick & Liz Andersen
Lee Ann Bakros
Stu Bassman & 
 Sheryl Hanson
Charles & Mary Jean Bischof
Bookey Education Intern Fund
Darca Boom & Dennis Klein
Tracy Miksell Branch & 
 Craig Branch
Steve & Katie Brooks
Paul & Kathleen Brown 
 Foundation
Jennifer & TJ Bryant
Jan Burch & Robert Mitchell
Businessolver Foundation
James & Janine Clark
Joseph M Comito
Community Foundation of 
 Greater Des Moines
Robert L Culbert & 
 Lynne Paulsen
Eileen & Keith Denner
Philip Dorweiler
Tracy & William Ekhardt
Toni K Farris

Gloria & Art Filean
Londa & Michael Fuller
Angela & Terry Gallagher
Debra L. Garner & 
 John S. Richards
John & Ann Ghrist Family 
 Foundation
Scott Gire & Steven Linn
Lynn & Steve Graves
John & Lori Hackett
Carol Hendrick & Jon Duvick
Dixie Lee & Will Hoekman
David (Ken) & 
 Mary Beth Hughes
ITA Group
Vicki Jahr
Dan & Mary Kelly
Shirley E Kleywegt
Kum & Go
Meyer & Jen Lehman
Susie & Dick McCauley
McGill Junge Wealth 
 Management
Merchants Bonding 
 Company Foundation
Ginger & Terry Monson
Phyllis Mumford-Sovern & 
 Kent Sovern
Candice Nardini
Gerry & Mary Lou Neugent
Shelley & James Noyce
Henry G. & Norma A. 
 Peterson Charitable Trust
Anastasia Polydoran
Ruth Quinn
Suku & Dr. Mary Radia
The Rassmussen Foundation
Peter & Rita Reed
Dianne S Riley
Charles & Kathy Safris
Shane & 
 Elisabeth Sandersfeld
Richard & Carolyn Santi
Mary & Stan Seidler

Director’s Circle
Donors who generously support The Playhouse at the $1,000 level 
and above annually qualify for the Director’s Circle.

To make a donation, please contact: 

Ryan Crane
Director of Philanthropy
515.974.5370
rcrane@dmplayhouse.com

Donors listed are current from March 1, 2021 to 
February 16, 2022.

An * indicates a deceased donor.

Thank
You!
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DONORS

Liz Seiser
Mark Smith & Artis Reis
Charles Stoltenow
Bruce & Celeste Stoltze
Jeff & Susan Stroud
Edward & Nancy Truslow
John & Maryann Vedder
Dale & Eneken* Wakelin
Lori & Tom Walton
The Weathertop Foundation
Jeanette Webb
Malinda Wiesner & 
 Gary Hammerstrom
Lois Wilcox-Gambill
Woodard Hearing Centers
Krenio P Wright

Leading Player ($500+)
Frederick L Ahr
Kelly Anderson
Bill & Erin Bemis
Joan & Bruce Bever
Linda Blair
Timothy & Wanda Blount
Diane Bunten
Deanne Caudle
Ken Cheyne
Rosemary Chiodo
Abigail Chungath
Mathew & Suzy Coen
Brendan & Christine Comito
Jeffrey Couch
Ryan Crane
Des Moines Mercantile
Rob & Lizzy Dixon
Karen Engman
Federal Home Loan Bank of 
 Des Moines
Nancy & Robert Goldhammer
The Green Family Fund
Kimberly Hansen
Pat Henson
Robert & Sharon Holz
Bari Hoskins
John Iles
Donna L Kelling
Marty & Tamara Kenworthy
Jeanne Kilpatrick*
Ann & Shane Kramer
Kerrie Lee & Rob Vasiloff
Joanna & Timothy Lowe
Rod* & Julie McCullough
Jan & John Mechem
Gavin Mitchell
Aaron Moon & 
 Joey Taylor-Moon
Polly Moore
Theresa Nash
Anne Petrie
Sheila & Tom Pflanz
Rosemary Rutledge
Susan Sanders
Molly Schott
Robert & Jean Shires
Sally Cooper Smith
Jill & Dan Stevenson
Marc & Evon Swanson
Dawn Taylor
Kent & Joann Tipping

Mike & Diane Versackas
Lloyd & Julie Von Hagen
Jim & Elaine Watkins-Miller
Harvey & Rita Weinberg
Wells Fargo
Mary E Whisenand
Dee Willemsen

Ensemble ($100+)
Anonymous (10)
Benjamin Allen & 
 Marguerite Fitch
Jim* & Jeanella Arthur
Ann Atkin
Linda Avraamides
Betty Baker
Shawn & Melissa Baker
Richard Banyard
Jill Bassman & Jeff Lamson
Sally & Dennis Bates
Ann & Donald D. Beeson
LuCinda & Brad Beltman
Stacie Bendixen
William Bergeth
Adam & Tricia Berry
Callie Bierman
Alan Bisgrove
Betsy Blades
Dirk & Michelle Bliss
Steven Bobenhouse & 
 Nancy Lavender Bobenhouse
Jeanette Bodermann
Connie & Ted Boesen
Meredith & Robert Boesen
UJ & Linda Booth
Andrea & Nate Boulton
Jennifer Braafhart
Erica & Matt Bral
Erin & Chad Breheny
Mary Bricker & Joe Smith
Greg & Susan Bridge
Robert & Angela Brinkmann
Christy & Jim Brown
Jessica & Brenton Brown
John & Michele Marie Brown
Sharon Brummer
Marcia Brunson
Dr Cleveland E & 
 Linda K Bryant
Pilar Burg
Joan Burnett
Mindy & Jacob Bylund
Anita & Dick Calkins
Sean Canuso
Linda Carlson
Casey’s General Stores, Inc.
Joyce & Rick Chapman
Charities Aid Foundation 
 America 
Melissa Chavas-Miller & 
 Dave Miller
Ann Cidoni
Alyssa & Mike Clabaugh
John & Holly Clark
Mark Clark & Katie Roth
Tom Clark
Sydney J Coder
Norma Cook
Mark & Judi Cooper
Jeff & Meg Courter

Susan K Crum 
Lisa Culp
Deb Cupples
Connor Daily
Michael & Renee Davenport
Paul & Susan Davis
Melanie Dayton
Michelle Delury
Cicily Dennis
John Dentlinger
Sue Dittmer & Bonnie Hodson
Sara & Tom Doruska
Jim & Beverly Dowis
Al & Ruth Downey
Therese Drey
Linda & Daniel Dunham
Scott & Vickey Durham
William Ehm & 
 Rose Ann Shea
John Ekstrand*
Verla Elliott
William & Sherrie Engel
Diane Evans
Deb & W A Eyestone
Joleen Fairbank
William & Leona Farris
Nancy Fazio
Jane Flagler & 
 Charles Johnson
Jim Fogarty
Dean & Sue Forbes
Rachel Formaro
Anthony & Marla Forret
Taena Fowler & 
 Jonathan Greising
Christine & Steve Fraher
RuthAnne Free
Donna Frerichs
Jeff Fuller & 
 Lucinda Wonderlich-Fuller
Joyce & Jerry Gamble
Sue & Steve Gibbons
Jolene & Shane Goodman
Kathryn Griffin
Cathy Grovenburg
Richard & Emily Guentert
Robert & Laurine Hackman
Julianne Hambleton
Steve & Cheryl Hamilton
Liz Hansen
Mark & Thalya Hanson
Wendell & Lois Harms
John Harrison
Ellen & David Harvey
Marilyn Harvey
Scott Haugh
Marta Hawkins
Sarah & James Hayes
Joyce Hegna
L Maria Heidebrecht & 
 Charlie Sovich
Beverly Heldt
JE Helgerson Family
Nealia & Dean Herberger
Marsha Herman
Vicki Hertko
John & Kim Hiatt
Brent & Renee Highfill
Amy Hollowbush
Rich & Trudi Holst
Joy Hong-Russell

Robert Hornbrook
Susan Hough
Phil Houle
Kristel Howell
Barbara Hoy
Hannah Israel
CJ Jacobson
Diane & Bruce Janvrin
Dixie Jeffries
Al & Ann W Jennings
Charles Jenissen
Jaylene Jensen
Barbara John
Steve & Val Johnson
Bruce & Lyn Johnston
Anne & Mark Jung
Allaire Jutting
Michael* & Melissa Kellar
Kristi Kiefer & Jeff Reininga
Billie Kigin
Ann Kindwall & Ryan Glanzer
Angelyn King
Jeff Sierzant
Martha & Gordon Klatt
Kathy & Ron Klipfel
Karen & Kent Klopfenstein
Kathleen Koenig
Donald Kom
Michelle Kruse
Amy Landwehr & 
 Jeremy Feitelson
Jolene Laning
Diana Latch
Ann Leonard
Melinda Leseney
Cynthia Lettington
Tracy Levine
Chris & Bob Lewis
Cheryl & Greg Long
Roger & Donna Loof
Jenni Losee
The Lowe Company LLC
Byron & Margaret Ludington
Eugene & Susan Lutz
Greg & Carol Madsen
Denny & Patty Maiers
Ronald Marr
Debra Martin
Marcia & Terry Martin
Shirley McClelland
Chuck & Louise McDonald
Duff & Janet McFadden
Ann McGowan
John & Terri McIlhon
John & Karine McLaughlin
Michael & Robbie Meacham
Jim & Carol Meade
Bill & Dian Meek
Robert & Barbara Merrill
Linda & Dennis Miller
Liska Miller Scholarship for 
 Continuing Education
Steven & Angela Miller
Jean Larson Minert
Dick & Sharon Montgomery
Mary Kay & Daniel Moore
Patricia Moore
Michael Morain
Candy Morgan
Mark Morrison
Anna & Bobby Nalean



4 THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON 5THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON

Todd & Melissa Nevenhoven
Eolo & Debbie Nizzi
Eric Olmscheid & 
 Adam Yankowy
Mark & Jill Oman
Angela Ossian
Nikki Pantzlaff
Peter & Patricia Pashler
Jack & Jane Patton
Becky Patton-Quigley
Muriel Pemble
Eric Penberthy
Gloria Perry
Don & Gail Peterson
Arthur Phares
Cindy  Piehl
Kathy Polson
Gregg Porter
Evan & Mary Potratz
Colleen Powell
Ellen Prust
Robert & Linda Railey
Karen Rebischke
Karen & Griff Reese III
Lynn Reinicke
Emily Rice
Dennis & Sandy Rich
Riesberg-Thorpe Family
Scott Riley
Alice Robertson & 
 Mark Toebben
Ellen Robinson
Sandra & Scott Rogers
Douglas Romig
Gina Rooney
Patrick & Michelle Rounds
Carolyn Ruggles
Chad & Amber Rutherford
Laurel & Mark Salem
Donald & Barbara Sanning
Patricia Schaefer
Max & Karen Schaeffer
John Schmidt & Deb Wiley
Johanna Schmitt
Mike Schneider
Paul Schwegler & 
 Nicole Chavas Schwegler
Sara Scott & Steve Rowley
Jaey L & Brenda Sedlacek
Jill Sedlacek
Cindy & Carl Selden
Clem & Mary Sevde
Chandrakant & Hasu Shah
Kris & Kevin Shay
Bruce & Barb Sherman
Craig & Kathy Shives
Amy Shumaker
Lynn & Amy Skarin
Joe, Sara, & Evie Smith
Ruth Smith
Sally Sonnenburg
Jeff & Barb Spence
Tori Squires
Jane Stanley
State Farm
Diane Steggerda
Lisa & Frank Steinbach
Stephen & 
 Martha Stephenson
Larry & Ellen Strachota
Herb & Joan Strentz
Adam Stuchel

Jean Swanson
Tilda Brown Swanson & 
 Dick Swanson
Joyce & Ben Swartz
Nikki & Jay Syverson
Marsha & Mike Szymczuk
Stacy T
Claudia & Jerry Tank
Sue & Bill Tell
Mary Jane Tesdall
Philip Thomas
Susan Thompson
Maureen Roach Tobin & 
 Terrence M Tobin Endow 
 Iowa Fund
Russ & Alana Trimble Family
Robert & Carole Turnquist
Clarence & Sue Twilley
Ann & Marty Ungs
Loren Uscilowski
Steve Van Brocklin
Jana Vandam
Saylor & Gregory Velasquez
Jennifer & Aaron Vermeer
Jennifer Vogelaar
Andreas Wahle
Brenda S. Wajda
Nancy Waldman
Sally K Walsh
Allen & Mary Beth Ware
Richard & Linda Warren
Aaron Weinberg
Sarah Beth Weinberg
The Wellmark Foundation
Becca Wemhoff
Beth & Brian Willem
Charlotte Willis
Jim & Gigi Wilwerding
Heather Wince
Robbie & Marvin Winick
Paul & Fonda Womack
Susan E Wright
Reg & Roberta Yoder

Gifts Under $100
Anonymous (21)
Megan Abbott
Susan & Mark Ackelson
Russell & Christine Adams
Dennis & Sheila Adamson
Sheila & Nathan Adamson
Rachel Aden
Carol & Marty Adkins Family
Jay & Ashli Agard
Hannah Agran
Courtney Ahlquist
Ben & Julianne Allaway
Rachel Almlie
John Alshouse
Jon & Yvonne Alsip
Marilyn Amadeo
Grace Ambrose
Elizabeth Andersen
Mary Andersen
Adam Anderson
Betty Anderson
Holly Anderson
Marc Anderson
Mary Anderson
Sharon Anderson
Suzie Anderson

Paulina Andrade
Karen Andrew
Jo Andrews
Heather Angell
Yvette Aparicio
Ronnie Apodaca
K Elaine Appleby
Jayne Armstrong
John Armstrong
Kristi Arneson
Craig Arterburn
Lynn & Douglas Arterburn
James Arthur
Charles Asberry
Connie Babbitt
Hattie Bagbey
Sharri Bahlmann
Gregory Baker
Brian & Dawn Baldwin
Kristi Bales
John Ball
Staci Ballard
Scott Bardole
Ann Barfels
Carol Barker
Joy Barlean
Benjamin Barndollar
Shawn Sabin & Paul Barnds
Kay Barnett
Kathleen Barnhizer
Kelly Barrick
Cora Bartemes
Jennifer Beaty
Mike & Dorothy Beckett
Karen Beckwith
Cynthia Bedford
Elizabeth & Enrique Bedia
George Beebe
Katie Beeler
Adam Beilgard
Kirstin & George Belken
Kristin Bell
Dan Belzer
Bruce & Debbie Bennett
Julia Benson
Stephanie Benson
Joel Berrien Jr, Ed.D.
Brianne Bethards
Trina & Jim Beyer
Paula Bianchi
Sherry Blansett
Lynn Blass
Kyle Bochart
Anna Boelman
Jerica Bohnstengel
Suzanne Bolled
Kent Boucher
Patrick Bourgeacq
Dennis Bouska
Jill Delashmutt Bouslog & 
 John Bouslog
Mark Bowden
Aubrey Bowers
Ruth & David Bowman
Amy Boyce
Dakota Boyens
Julie & Mark Brady
Susan & David Brady
Robert Brammer & 
 Marti Anderson
Julie Bramhall
Lindsy Brandt

Teresa & Kevin Branstetter
Allyson Braun
Ariel Brennecke
Marcus Brewer
Natalie Brincks
Brenda Brink & Curtis Burger
Mary Jo Brinkman
Larry & Judy Brody
David Brooks
The Brown Family
Aaron & Jana Brown
Charles Brown
Jerry & Jane Brown
Mary Jo Brown
Sheila Brown
Russell Browning
Solomon Brownlee
Daphney Brown-Myrtil
Mary Bruner
Andrea & Brian Brunk
Kylie Buddin
Valeske Buie
David & Janet Bunkers
Mari & Jesse Bunney
Mark Burch
Julie Burdt
Rachel Burgess
Tara Burgess
William Burklund
Gaylene & Healy Burnham
Renee & Justin Burnham
Elizabeth Burnley
Donna Burns
Nicki Burns
Jennifer & Bradley Burton
Colleen & Paul Bush
Harper Butterworth
Michal Bylund
Elise Cameron
Virginia Cameron
Jill Capps
Megan Carda
Faye & Edwin Carey
Fabiola Carlin
Alan Carlsborg
Lynette Carlson
Matt Carlson
Emily Caropreso
Corine Carr
Joslin Carra
Chase Carson
Rita Carter
Paul & VeeAnn Cartwright
Rebecca Carver
Abbey Case
Tami Caskey
Mallory Chabak
Ken Chebuhar
Jennifer Chess
Shannon Chicoine
Theresa & David Chivers
Richard Choate
Young Choi
Joseph Christiansen
Elizabeth Chrzastek
Mark Church
Nichoel Church
Robin & William Cikanek
Jill Clapper
Cathy Clark
Cheryl Clark
Sarah Clasing

DONORS
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Alicia & David Claypool
Nancy Cleaver
Laura Clements
Julie Clingan
Greater Des Moines 
 Cyclone Club
Robert Coady
Cori Coleman
Nick Coleman
Cathie & Joel Colwell
Thomas & Keri Comfort
Al & Michelle Comito
Angela Conklin
Monica & Kevin Coons
Phyllis Cooper
Emily Cooper Smith
Barbara Corson
Marcia Coughennower
Linda & Larry Cox
Teresa Cox
Nick Crandall
Janet Crawford
Sandra Crawford
Karen Cross
Kay & Darrell Cross
Jacque & Mark Crouch
Amber Crow
Tredan Crumpler
Susan Dannen
Lowell & Joyce Dauenbaugh
Ron & Alice Davis
Kreshawndra & 
 Andrew Davidson
Margie & Jay Davidson
Christian Davis
Greg Davis
Jane Hayes Davis
Robert Davis
Thomas Davis
Linda Dawe
Inez Dawes
Emily Dawson
Lori Day
Teresa Dayton
T Deal
Beth Deardorff
Donna Deatsch
Elizabeth Deatsch
Nicholas deBlois
Kim Debok
Michelle DeDecker
Mattie Demoret
Craig Dentlinger
Jessica DePhillips
Des Musicals Podcast
Judy & Larry Deutch
Kayla Dickerson
Laura & Finn Digman
Kay Dilks
Karen Dilling
Sergey Dimitrienko
Thomas Dodds
Janet & John Doherty
Mary Doidge
Vincent Dominguez
John Domini
George & Linda Dorsey
Cheryl & Stan Doser
Scott Doughty
Al & Ruth Downey
Bridget Drendel
Chris Driscoll

Rosetta Dunham
Joanne Dunlap
Steve Dunn
Jennifer & Steven Durick
Michael & Angela Duster
Elise Duwe
Derek Eadon
Jen Easter
Rachelle Edgerton
Henry Edlin
Cora Egherman
Erica Eiben
Michelle Eisenhauer
Jerry & Susan Eisenhour
Joseph Ellerbroek
David Elliott
Jamie Ellis
Elizabeth Elwell
Brian & Alicia Emanuel
Donald & Jacki Embrey
Joann Emerson
Encore magazine
Tricia England
Allison Engel & 
 Scott Kirkpatrick
Catherine & Doug Engstrom
Debra Erickson
Barry & Julie Ericson
Linda Erkamaa
Molly & Tyler Ernst
Dr. Dominick Ervelli
Beverly Evans
Joseph Evans
Summer & Luke Evans
Patricia Ewing
Victoria Facto
Rachael Faldet
Debbie Farrow
Suzanne Feigofsky
David Felton
Dwight Fernandez
Pat Finan
Rachel Finken
Heidi Finnegan
Christina Fitzpatrick
Tim Fitzpatrick
Rhonda Flanery
Laurie Fletcher
Mary Pat Floro
Susan & Jim Ford
Duane & Phyllis Forret
Shannon Foster
Katie Franck
Mitch & Crystal Franke
Terri Fredrickson
Ellen Frei
Heidi Freidhof
Sarah Freml
Anne & Stacey Frett
Harold & Katie Freund
Kathy Friest
Frost Family
Jerilyn Fuller
Patricia Gagne
Nina Garza
Cecilia & Reg Gass
Marlee Gaulke
PK & Stephen Gedden
Gina & Mike Gedler
Rachel Geisler
Kim Gilbert
Priscilla Gilbert

William Gilbert
Sarah Gingras
Jocelyn Glass
Debra & Dennis Godfrey
Linda Goeldner & 
 Karri Goeldner Byrne
Steven & Willona Goers
Crecia Gohr
Amanda & Andrew Gold
Dennis Goldford
Ron Goodman
Daniel Goodrich
Patti Goodwin
Robert D. Graf
Kimberly Graham
Rose Green
Jim Greenfield
Judith Griffin
James & Ulrike Grimaldi
Jeff & Sue Grimes
Alma Grove
James & Susan Grundmeier
Linda & Ron Gruss
Maynard & Judy Guild
Catherine Gullion
Pam Gumm
Liz Gunkel
Deb Guntly
Mandy Gustafson
Catherine Hackett
Maggie Haddinger
Jan Hall
Marianna Hall
Andrea Hallman
Rachel Halvorson
Julianne Hambleton
Nathaniel Han
Nancy Hanna
Angela Hansen
Richard Hansen & 
 Jill Thompson Hansen
Tessa Hansen
Brenna Happe
John Haraldson
Siobhan Harman
Jeanne Harmeyer
Christine Harrison
Deborah Harrison
Keith & Kim Hartje
Adam Haselhuhn
David Hauschild
Andrew Havens
Heidi & Marc Havnen
Kathleen Hayes
Floyd Hays
Genevieve & Brandon Hays
Donna Heath
Dorothy Hecht
Michael Hecker
Edward Hegstrom
Beth Heimbaugh
Harvey & Sharon Helgeland
Jay & Kimberly Helton
Paula Hender
Michelle Henderson
Gordon & 
 Barbara Hendrickson
Eric Henzi
Jaime Claywell Herrera
Rebecca Herring
Erika Heuermann
John & Kim Hiatt

Beth Hill
Rosemary Hillman
Harold H Hinkhouse
Connie Hockett
Deborah Hoelper
Elizabeth Hoffman
Judy & Robert Hoffman
Gloria Hoffmann
Isabella Hohenadal
Carol Holland
Denise Holubar
Sarah Hoodjer
Rita Hosier
Michael & Julie Howland
Katie Hughes
Ann Hughey
Martha Hulsebus
Sara & Brent Humphries
Cheri Hunt
Rebecca Hunt
Aaron & Abby Hurlbut
Sarah Hutchins
William Ingle
Jane & Michael Ingraham
Juli Ireland
Deanna Jackson
Mary Jackson
Amanda James
Martha James & 
 Mike Myszewski
Jason Jauron
Montana Jemente
Cammy Jenkins
Jake Jenkins
Jo & John Jenkins
Lindsey Jenkins
Matthew Jens
Sarah Jensen
Jodi Jinks & Tom Zoumaras
Cody Johnson
Emily Johnson
Jenny Johnson
Linda Johnson
Marilynn & Bob Johnson
Nanette Johnson
Pam & Mark A Johnson
Patty & Gary Johnson
Susan J Johnson
Jennifer Johnston
Diane & Preston Jones
Karla Jones
William Jones
Jacob D Jordan
Laura Jordan
Karen & Michael Jorgensen
Karmen Jorgensen
Lori Jorgensen
Nate Jorgensen
Brent Jorth
Dan Josephsen
Andrea Joss
Bob Josten & 
 Susan Judkins Josten
Dani Juncker
Jim Kabel
Gautam Kakade
Nancy Kane
Jody Kanne
Douglas Karlen
Gretchen Kasler
Karla Kasper
JoAnn Katzer

DONORS
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Tana Kelce
Patricia Kell & Mikael Brown
Peter & Lisa Kenne
Donna Kennebeck
Lynn Kenney
Paige Keplinger
Rebecca Killpack
Jack & Cheryl Kimberley
Jacque King
Jill King
Marcie King
Robert King
Sara & Ray Kinley
Louise Kipping
Cecelia Kirvin
Amy Kline
Robin Kline & Bill Summers
Lindy Klinge
Holly Klotz
Alexandria Klumpp
Kimberly Knapp
Amy Knight
Abby Knipfel
Janet Knock
Josh Knudson
Jim & Megan Koch
Joan Koch
Michael Koch
Paul & Kay Koeppen
Janet T Koerner
Dave & Coby Koester
Beth Kollbaum
Dennis & Patti Kommer
Jan Konig
Jeannine Kosman
Renée Kowlessar
Karen Kraemer
Beth Kramer
Kristen Krebs
Marilyn Krogulski
Debra Krueger
Sandra Suarez Kruger
Melissa & Dan Krumm
Jason & Kristina Kruse
Shirley Kuebrich
Karen Labenz
William LaHay
Angela Lainson
Tonya Lamb
Tom & Bess Lamoreux
Sadie & Brian Landwehr
Keaton Lane
Michelle & James Lane
Rita Lans
Jennifer Lappin
Steve & Carolyn Larson
Lee LaRue
Lynnae & Dave Lathrop
Lori Lavender-Jipp
Thomas Leahy
Amanda Werts & Mark Leary
Anthony & Anna Lee
Erin Lee
Richard Leibfried
Brent Leistner
Leslie Leitz
Barb Lemons
Betsy Lemus
Kathy Leonard
Amanda Leverman
Carol S Levine
Elizabeth Lewis

Fred Lewis
Kelly Lewis
Elaine & Jon Lindgren
Melissa Lipovac
Lacie Litton
Gina Lobendo
Dwight Long
Lori Long
Elisabeth Lovett
Heather Welch Lowe
Holly & Adam Lowell
Jill Lowery
Jean Lucas
Michelle Lucas
Mary Ludwig
Marcy & Martin Luft
John Rouze-Luke
Josh & Erin Lullmann
Leslee K Lynch
Wendy Lynch
Leslie & Bruce Maach
Paul & Jean Mack
Maddison Maddock
LaRue & Bob Maddox
Julie Majeski
Craig Malmberg
Monica Malmberg
Lily Malone
James Maltby
Myrna Manning
Joanne Manternach
Mike Marlow
Deb Marriott
Barbara & Bruce Martin
Beth Martin
Byron & Judith Martin
David Martin
Linda & Jim Mason
Teresa Mathews
Dorothy Mathis
Mark Matthes
Mary Mcaleavy
Soozie McBroom
Kevin McCants
Lauren McCarthy
Marva & Vince McCarty
Rich & Bonnie McCaughey
Norman & Deborah McCleary
Nancy Mcclimen
Linda McClure
Craig & Susan McCoy
Tim McCulley
The McCurley Family
Heather McDermott
Susan McFarland
Bill & Pat McGill
Amy & Mark McGrew
James McKinstry
Beverly McKnight
James McLallen
Renee McPhee
James Meade
J Jeffrey Means & 
 Diane Glass
Carrie Mears
Natalie Mease
Lisa Medanic
Alvaro Medina & 
 Yaria Romero
Paul Meginnis
Jeanette Melhuish
Lisa Merkle

Elizabeth Merrill
Dave & Anne Merschman
Diane Metzger
Terry & Linda Meyer
Tabitha Meyers
Sara & Bryan Michael
Marie Michels
Microsoft
Karen & David Miglin
Carol & Greg Millar
Erin Miller
Jodi & Brian Miller
Michele Miller
Shari & Nicholas Miller
Kate Milligan
Linda Millis
Betsy Mitchell
Amanda Moeller
Jerry & Vivian Mogensen
Diane Mohrfeld
Daphne & Charlotte Monson
Willie Montgomery
Greg Moore
Heidi Moore
Lucrezia & David Moore
Tyler Mootz
Leslie Morgan
Nicole Morig
Matthew Morris
Jeremy Morse
Roscoe Morton
Nancy Muecke
Stefanie Mueller
Joseph Mullarkey
Jan Muller
Barb Mullin
Cindy & Jeff Mumm
Cynthia Munyon
Dawn Murphy
Greg Murphy
Karoline Myers
Kathy Myers
Mickey Myhre
Amar Nath
Paul & Ronda Neher
Carroll Nelson
Sylvia Nelson
Patsy Nemmers
Darion Nevins
Carolyn Newkirk
Nancy Nichols
Camille Niemi
Amy Nigg
Lisa Noble
Dorie Nolde
Ross Noll
Joseph Nolte
Craig Nordaker
Paula Nordstrom
Charles & Pam Norelius
Joni Norman
Northcrest Community
David Oakland
The Oakley Family
Lisa Oakley
Sheri Obr
Patrick O’Connor
Jean & Brian O’ Donnell
Cindy OHara
Cindy Olinger
Laura Oliver
Deb Olney

Danielle O’Neill
One4All Charitable Fund
Jessica Orfanos
Heather Osby
Timon & Sandy Oujiri
Walter Overby
Hannah Overstake
Shari Pacer
Carol Palmer & Dan Chase
Diana Pals
Melisha Pals
Kathy Parenza
Brian & Dawn Parizek
Rachael Parker
Brian Parks & 
 Natalya Pankrukhin
Kelly Parks
Noah Parks
Gary & Kay Parsons
Brooke Parziale
Pritesh Patel
Marilyn Paul
Jason Paull
Nathon Pauls
Thomas Paulson
Barbara Peden
Matthew Peirce
Cynthia Penman
John & Joyce Perkins
Olga Perone
Karen Person
Matthew Peters
Andrea Peterson
Elizabeth Peterson
Kristen Peterson
Mark K Phillips
Mary D Pierce
Cindi Pierotti
Janet Piller
Anne Marie Pinero
Nancy A Pinkerton
Cory & Janell Pittman
Becki Plunkett
Shannon Pollmann
Chad & Donni Alley
Josie Poppen
Jackie Porter
Gary Post
Amy & Ryan Pothoven
Julie Powell
Heather & Vincent Preston
Richele Prichard
Dennis & Pam Prouty
Penelope Pugh
Brooke & David Pulliam
Heather Welch Puri
Mary & Mark Purtle
Charles Quang
LaVerne & Janice Quass
William Rafter
W. Jay & Tara Ramsey
Judith Randall
Brandi & Jeremy Ransom
Marliese & Thomas Ransom
Hannah Rasmussen
Jana Rasmussen
Peggy & Layne Rasmussen
Danny Ray
Kenneth & Donna Reams
Rachel Hasselson & 
 Missy Reams
Abby Wilson-Rector

DONORS
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Vidhya Reddy
Jane Reese
Vicki Refshaw
Maryanne Remer
Beth Renshaw
Chris Reynolds
Nicole Reynolds
Debbie Richard
Doreen Richmond
Tina & Wade Riedinger
Carolyn Riordan
Katie Risvold
Michelle Rivera
Andy & Kathy Roat
Ruth Ann Roberts
Georgia Robinson
Sherry Robinson
Marcia Robson
Debra Rodgers
Leticia Rodriguez
Tammy Rodriquez
Leslie Roggio
Kristy Rosenthal
Beverly Ross
Kristine Ross
Teri Ross
Mark & Terry Rowley
Christopher Rozenboom
Ariel Rubin
Brenna Rueschhoff
Meredith Rumohr
Judy Russell
Heather Saboe
Jessica Salcedo
Josh & Megan Sampson
Stacy Sams
Lowell Samuelson
David & Nanci Sande
Charles & Valerie Sanford
Erin Sandvig
Jackie & Bob Sarasio
Dawn Sassatelli
Jackie Saunders & 
 Cecil Goettsch
Alan & Donna Scarfe
Sarah Schaefer
Michael & Allison Schaeffer
Heather Schager
Lucas Schall
Kathryn & Paul Schealler
Dianne Schemper
Anne Scherer
Megan Schettler Schug & 
 Cody Schug
Mariah Schlueter
Jane Schmillen
Janet & Wayne Schneider
Joan Schnieders
Chris & Melissa Schnucker
Marcia Schoen
Chuck & Pam Schoffner
Kathy & Tim Schott
Denise Schuett
Andrea Schuler
Kelly Schuler & Rod Snavely
Elizabeth Schupanitz
Brena Schwartz-Corona
Ellie Schwetz
Cindy Schwickerath
Julie Scott
Mary Ann Scott
Traci Sehnert

Jamie & Scott Seitz
Donna Seliger
Sheri Senter
Kathleen Serino
Lois Shaffer
Roger Shane
Walt & Shirley Sharp
Ranae Shaw
Shari Shaw
Anita Shawhan
Rosemary Sheeler
Jeannie Sheldon
Larry & Norma Shepard
David Sheridan
Joan Sheridan
Kirk Shipley
Nathan Shortell
Debra Shriver
Brooke Orrell Sievers
Patricia Simon
Nicole Simonis
Ryan Skotzke
Edwin & Mary Slattery
MIchele Slawson
Scott Slechta
Marshall & Calen Smidt
Abby Smith
Kayla Smith
Kristen Smith
Wilbur L. Smith
Sarah Snavely
Richard Snyder
Robert Sobiech
Rich & Terri Somsky
Susan Soper
Betty Soukup
Todd Southwick
Luella Spaine
Rodney Spence
Mary Spenla
Duane & Joyce Spicer
Tony Spina
Tara Staker
Jason & Cindy Stanbro
Nancy Stapp McCurdy
Brian Steffen
Tess Stein
LeAnn Stevens
Ruth & O Dale Stevens
Brooke Stewart
Jane Stewart
Janet Stewart
Sandi Stewart
Chase Stine
Paul Strand
Gayle Strickler
Todd Struthers
Jocelyn Sturgis
Medina Suljic
Bonnie Sullivan
Sybil Sullivan
Jodi Sunderman
Denice Sutton
Amanda Svetlecic
Gina Swackhammer
Shawna Swain
Rick Swalwell
Calvin Swan
Bethany Sweeney
Rebecca Swift
Jamie Taha
Matthew Tancreti

Karl & Karen Tandy
Dawn Taylor
John Taylor
Denise Tegels
Pierre & Mariella Theuma
Cassandra Thimm
Beverly Thomas
Dawn & Harlan Thomas
Jenna Thompson
Roxanne Thompson
Tami Thompson
Savan & LeAnn Thongvahn
Tonya Throckmorton
Channon & Tony Timm
Julie Timm
Dan & Doris Toal
Brenna Tomlin
Sarah Towns
Alexias Townsend
Kerry Traskos
Michelle Tremmel
Emily Tripp
Derek & Jill Trobaugh
Sarah Turnbull
Thomas & Coralie Turner
Matt Tuttle
Tom Twohill
Dave Utrata
Frank Vaia & Tim Hickman
Dan & Nan Valentine
Mickey Van Baale
Jessica Van Essen
Kate & Spencer Van Haaften
Robin Vanderhoef
Mary Vander Leest
Jackie Vandivier
Edward Vasquez
Kara Vaughn
Renu Velisetty
Gina Venteicher
Deanne & Andrew Vespestad
Angelic Vetter
Chris & Vivian & 
 Alexis Van Vleet
Mollie Vogel
Zachary & Sarah Voss
Brad Wadsworth
Robert Wadzinski
Angela Wagaman
Kathy Wagner
Katie Wainwright
Angie & Justin Walker
Carolyn Wall
Callie Waller
Sara Walsh
Martina & Peter Walther
Josh Ward
Joanne Warnock
Christopher Warren
Julie Washington
Les & Judy Watts
Caitlin Weak
Christine Weatherman
Eleaine Wedeking
Mary Weeks
Kristine Weinheimer
Monica & Scott Weinman
Amy & Jeremiah Weis
Cindy Weis
Dan & Renee Welk
Susan Wellman
Shirley Wells

West Des Moines 
 Community Church
Doug & Debbie West
Eric West
Linda & Neal Westergaard
Adam Westphal
Aaron Weyant
Connie Lee Whalen
Michael Wharff & 
 Melissa Clarke-Wharff
Sherill Whisenand
Patricia White
Christine Whitney
Julie Wiemann
Dustin & Tabitha Wiese
Lisa & Dennis Wiggins
Donovan Wildman
Margo Wildung
Tracey Wilkerson
Joleen Wilkinson
Denise Williamsen
Beth Wilson
David Wilson
Grant Wilson
Robert Wilson
Wendy & Jamess Wilson
Maureen Wilt
Lisa & Daniel Winn
Reina Wirtjes
Bob & Ronda Wissink
Arlene Wolf
Tracy Wolfswinkel
Paul Woodard
Christine & Tony Woods
Tony Woods
Zoë Woodworth
Wes Worthing
Michelle Worthington
Paul Wunn
Matthew Yaske
Arnulfo Ybarra
Linda Yeoman
David Young
Mary & Bart Young
Fenchin Yu
Jessie Zaruba
Robert & Eleanor Zeff
Trinity Zeiger
Justin Zerfas
Patricia Ziegler
David & Cindy Zielke
Alison Zirbel
Mary Zirkelbach

Partnership Program
Special thanks to the 
corporate partners who 
support John Viars 
Theatre and Kate Goldman 
Children’s Theatre 
productions.

Cabaret
Infomax

with their eyes: September 
11th: The View from a High 
School at Ground Zero
David R. & Barbara Kilpatrick
Principal ®

DONORS



8 THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON 9THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON

Escaping the Labyrinth 
Jack K Ayre & 
 Frank Ayre Lee Theatre 
 Foundation 
Mary & Russ Marshall
Mark & Darlene Pullen

Junie B. in Jingle Bells, 
Batman Smells!
Nationwide

The Sound of Music
Leachman Lumber Co.

Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive 
the Bus! The Musical!
Nationwide

Agatha Christie’s Murder 
on the Orient Express
Edward Jones

Charlotte’s Web
Nationwide

Singin’ in the Rain
Corteva Agriscience

Pippi Longstocking
Nationwide

Calendar Girls
AARP Iowa

Roald Dahl’s Matilda
EMC Insurance Companies

Pavilion Party
An event on June 29, 
2021, raised funds for Tent 
Theatre. Those listed below 
contributed at least $100 to 
the event.

Anonymous
Cory & Emily Abbas
Sarabeth & William Anderson
Bankers Trust
Jennifer & TJ Bryant
Darca Boom & Dennis Klein
Jim & Janine Clark
Carrie & Craig Dostal
EMC Insurance Companies
Gloria & Art Filean
Angela & Terry Gallagher
Rosalie Gallagher
Tom & Cathy Goldman
Lynn & Steve Graves
Hy-Vee
Dr James & 
 Mary Ellen Kimball
Dick & Susie McCauley
Rod & Julie McCullough
Jane E Meyer
Jan Burch & Robert Mitchell
Taylor Moon Real Estate
Gerry & Mary Lou Neugent
Prairie Meadows
Suku & Mary Radia
Jaey L & Brenda Sedlacek
Mark Smith & Artis Reis
Jeff & Susan Stroud 
Marc & Evon Swanson
Dawn Taylor

John & Sherryl Viars
Jeanette Webb
Julie West & Brent Isenberger

Playhouse Archives 
Online
The conversion of thousands 
of print materials to digital 
files is nearly complete. In 
2022, The Playhouse will 
unveil a website on which 
the public can find many 
historical records from prior 
plays and performances. 
The donors listed below 
made contributions toward 
the effort.

Lee Ann Bakros
Brian & Dawn Baldwin
Lynn Blass
Greg & Susan Bridge
Corine Carr
Ryan Crane
Jerry & Susan Eisenhour
Mike & Gina Gedler
James & Ulrike Grimaldi
Julianne Hambleton
Ellen & David Harvey
Charles Jennissen
Melissa Kellar
Karen & Kent Klopfenstein
Ann & Shane Kramer
Jolene Laning
Deb Marriott
Mark Morrison
Gerry & Mary Lou Neugent
Aimee & 
 Dale Oakley-Runyan
Nikki Pantzlaff
Rich & Terri Somsky
Sue & Bill Tell
Tami Thompson
Steve Van Brocklin
Jana Vandam
Lloyd & Julie Von Hagen

Tent Theatre
Lincoln Savings Bank
MidAmerican Energy 
 Company
Phyllis Mumford-Sovern & 
 Kent Sovern
Jan & Layton Stump
Edward & Nancy Truslow

Spotlight Literacy
BRAVO Greater Des Moines
Cole-Belin Education 
 Foundation

Additional partnerships are 
available. 

Sustainers Club
Donors are recognized in 
the Sustainers Club when 
they make monthly or 
quarterly contributions at 
any level.

Lee Ann Bakros
Stacie Bendixen
Cleveland & Linda Bryant
Ann Cidoni
Judi & Mark Cooper
Ryan Crane
Debra Cupples
John Dentlinger
Sara & Tom Doruska
Leona & William Farris
Toni K Farris
Debra L Garner & 
 John S Richards
Linda & Ron Gruss
Molly & Tyler Hackman
Marilyn Harvey
Scott Haugh
Kristel Howell
Steve & Val Johnson
David R. & Barbara Kilpatrick
Angelyn King
Kathleen Koenig
Kerrie Lee & Rob Vasiloff
Jen & Meyer Lehman
Katy Merriman
Jane E Meyer
Jim Miller
Carol Palmer & Dan Chase
Evan & Mary Potratz
Emily Rice
Ruth Smith
Steve Van Brocklin
Dale & Eneken* Wakelin
Betty Weber
Harvey & Rita Weinberg
Mary Whisenand
Susan E Wright
Paul & Fonda Womack

Corporate Matching Gifts
Your personal gift to The 
Playhouse may be eligible 
for a corporate match, 
increasing your impact. 
Many corporations recognize 
the volunteer work of their 
employees by making a 
donation on their behalf. 
We extend our thanks to 
the following for matching 
employees’ and retirees’ 
contributions and honoring 
employees’ volunteer efforts.

Meredith Corporation
 Tyler Hackman
Microsoft 
 Linda Avraamides
State Farm
 Greg Madsen
Wellmark Foundation 
 Muriel Pemble

Tribute Program
The Tribute Program 
provides an opportunity to 
celebrate milestones such 
as birthdays, weddings, 
anniversaries and 

graduations. It can also be a 
way to honor the memory of 
friends and relatives. 

In Honor of Jim Arthur
Jeanella Arthur
Trudi & Rich Holst

In Memory of Lorrie Baker
Janet Doherty
Douglas Karlen
Paul Meginnis
Georgia Robinson
Bob & Ronda Wissink

In Memory of Norma 
Bakros
Gloria Hoffmann
Jane & Michael Ingraham

In Memory of Jo Berry
Lee Ann Bakros
Al & Ruth Downey
Joy Hong-Russell
Mark Morrison
Phyllis Mumford-Sovern & 
 Kent Sovern
Lloyd & Julie Von Hagen

In Honor of Don & Leah 
Blair
Linda Blair 

In Memory of Edward J 
Byrnes
Mary Jo Brinkman

In Honor of Ryan “The 
Man” Crane
Dawn & Michael Schneider

In Memory of Joan Crowell
Dirk & Michelle Bliss
Lisa Culp
Jill Delashmutt & 
 John Bouslog
Barbara Hoy
Charles & Pamela Norelius
Mark & Mary Purtle
John Schmidt & Deb Wiley

In Honor of Jenna Darsee
Jan Hall

In Honor of Debbie 
Dentlinger
John Dentlinger

In Memory of Gerry Haugh
Scott Haugh

On Behalf of Malia Henrich
Cassandra Henrich

On Behalf of Trudi Holst in 
Honor of Her Sister, Linda 
Brown
Kathryn & Tim Schott

In Memory of Brice Charles 
Janvrin
Diane & Bruce Janvrin

In Memory of Mary Jeaninne
John Ekstrand*

DONORS
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Don’t see your name?  Those listed in this program have generously supported The Playhouse since March 1, 2021. If we’ve made 
a mistake, please contact Katy McCaull at 515.974.5359 or kmccaull@dmplayhouse.com. Gifts of $100 or more are listed in every 
playbill throughout the season. Gifts under $100 are recognized in the spring musical playbill each year. 

In Memory of J Michael 
Kellar
Melissa Kellar
Mark Morrison
Lloyd & Julie Von Hagen

In Memory of Jeanne 
Kilpatrick
Lee Ann Bakros
Deb Guntly
Marcie King
Joni & Steve Nicoll
Kathy Nutt
Walter & Shirley Sharp
West Des Moines 
 Community Church

In Memory of Karen Morrow
PK & Stephen Gedden

In Memory of My Dad
Katya Mednick

In Friendship with Carol 
Palmer & Dan Chase
Marianna Hall

In Honor of Mike Pantzlaff
Nikki Pantzlaff

In Honor of Playhouse 
Employees, Cast, and Crew
Margie & Jay Davidson

On Behalf of Pyramid 
Theatre & The Des Moines 
Playhouse
Renee & Steve Schaaf

In Honor of Ken Reams
Brian & Dawn Baldwin

In Memory of Alan Scherer
Anne Scherer

In Honor of The Sound of 
Music Cast & Crew
Anonymous

In Memory of Laura Sparks
Lee Ann Bakros
Amy Hollowbush
Jody Kanne

Kerrie Lee & Rob Vasiloff
Judith Rucker

On Behalf of Dane & Ellie 
Van Brocklin
Steve Van Brocklin

In Honor of Maddox Wadja
Brenda S. Wadja

In Honor of Sarah Beth 
“Bee” Weinberg
Aaron Weinberg

In Honor of Mary 
Whisenand
Sherill Whisenand

Heritage Club
(documented estate plan gift)
We recognize and honor 
those donors who have 
included The Playhouse as 
a beneficiary in their wills 
or estate plans. To learn 

more about this opportunity, 
please contact Ryan Crane, 
Director of Philanthropy, at 
rcrane@dmplayhouse.com 
or 515.974.5370.

Anonymous
Lee Ann Bakros
Jim Benda
Ryan Bhattacharyya
Marcia Brunson
Sue Dittmer & Bonnie Hodson
Al & Ruth Downey
Allison Engel
Charles & Marilyn* Farr
Bob & Jeanne* M Hopson
J Michael Kellar*
David R & Barbara Kilpatrick
Gary Roberts
Rich & Terri Somsky
Stan & Jane Sondall
Lloyd C & Julie Von Hagen
Dale & Eneken* Wakelin
Mary E Whisenand
David* & Krenio Wright

DONORS

515.360.9179

@brentisenbergerphotography

@isenbeephoto

@photoizy

http://www.isenbergerphoto.com
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HOUSE INFORMATION

COVID-19 UNIQUE POLICIES
	 •	Based on CDC and state guidelines at the time 
of your event, protocols may include masks required 
regardless of vaccination, social distancing, or more.
	 •	Hand sanitizing stations are located throughout the 
lobbies for public use.
	 •	Guests with COVID-19 symptoms such as a 
temperature of 100.4°F or higher or other symptoms, 
either before or during a performance, are asked to leave 
and exchange their tickets for a later performance.
	 •	All tickets will be refunded or exchanged without fee 
upon request.
	 •	Programs are available in print and digitally. 

GENERAL PRACTICES
Accessibility 
The Playhouse strives to make its facility and 
performances accessible to all guests. Our theatres are 
wheelchair accessible. Service animals are welcome. 
Assisted listening devices are available in the John Viars 
Theatre. If your hearing aid has a T-coil, toggle to that 
setting to receive the audio signal directly without any 
headset or other equipment needed. ASL interpreted 
performances and audio description performances 
are available upon request. For these and other needs, 
please call the ticket office with specific service 
requests.

Cameras
The taking of photographs and the use of recording 
devices are not allowed during a performance and are a 
violation of state and federal copyright laws.

Cancellations
If a show is cancelled due to bad weather, an email will 
be sent to ticket holders. Cancellations will be noted 
on the phone system, website, and social media sites. 
Tickets for a cancelled performance may be exchanged 
for another performance. Please be sure the ticket office 
has your email information and current phone in the 
event a performance is cancelled. The Playhouse does 
not sell its contacts and does not sell or trade its email 
addresses.

Concessions
A variety of beverages and candy may be available for 
purchase and are allowed in auditoriums. No outside 
drink or food are allowed. Staff reserve the right to deny 
alcoholic beverage service to anyone at their discretion.

Elevator
An elevator between levels is located at the east end of 
the building.

Emergency Exits
Please note the exit nearest your seat location. In the 
event of an emergency, guest services staff will provide 
direction. 

Etiquette
Latecomers will be seated at an appropriate break in 
the play. Lobby chimes are sounded five minutes before 
curtain as well as the close of intermission. Disruptive, 
unruly guests, regardless of age, will be asked to leave. 
Cell phone ringers should be turned off.

Lost Items
Lost items will be held in the ticket office.

Parking
Free parking is available in The Playhouse lots and on 
streets surrounding the theatre. After 5:00 PM daily, 
free parking is available in the Shops at Roosevelt’s 
east/back parking lot. Parking in the west/front Shops 
parking lot is always restricted to Shops customers. The 
Playhouse is not responsible for loss of any personal 
property left in vehicles.

Performance Content
The Playhouse does not rate subject matter as 
sensitivities vary from person to person. Questions 
about content, age appropriateness, or other aspects 
of the show such as strobe lights and other theatrical 
affects should be directed to the ticket office.

Performance Schedule
The regular John Viars Theatre performance schedule 
is 7:30 PM Wednesdays through Saturdays and 2:00 PM 
Sundays. The regular Kate Goldman Children’s Theatre 
performance schedule is 7:00 PM Fridays, and 1:00 PM 
and 4:00 PM Saturdays and Sundays. The Family Holiday 
Classic performance schedule is 7:00 PM Wednesdays 
through Fridays, and 1:00 PM and 5:00 PM Saturdays 
and Sundays. All times are subject to change.

Preshow Talk
A preshow talk for each John Viars Theatre performance 
will begin 30 minutes prior to curtain in the west lobby.

Tickets
Each audience member must occupy a seat and have a 
ticket, including infants.

Ticket Office Hours
The ticket office is open Noon to 5:00 PM, Tuesdays 
through Fridays, and 90 minutes prior to performances. 
Tickets are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
online. Ticketing fees are the same whether purchased 
online, by phone, or at the ticket office.

Ticket office and  
administrative office:  

515-277-6261

Group sales reservations:  
515-277-6261

School matinee reservations:  
515-974-5365DMPlayhouse.com

TELECOIL HEARING LOOP
If your hearing aid has a T-coil, please toggle to that setting 
to receive our audio signal directly without any headset or 
other equipment needed!

If you are uncertain whether or not your hearing aid has a 
T-coil, ask your audiologist at your next appointment.

HEARING LOOP TECHNOLOGY 
MADE POSSIBLE WITH 

ASSISTANCE FROM:

HEADSETS PROVIDED WITH ASSISTANCE FROM:

Des Moines  
Community Playhouse
831 42nd Street 
Des Moines, IA 50312

  DMPlayhouse

 dmplayhouse_
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You are about to see a remount of a production that 
began and ended (suddenly) in March 2020. A LOT 
has changed since then. Throughout the process of 
planning for the 2022 version of Singin’ in the Rain, 
I reminded cast, crew, and staff that we never get a 
chance like this! How many times do we talk about a 
show after it opens and think about things we wish 
we had done differently or just had a little more time 
to create? We get a second chance at this story. A 
re-do! Singin’ in the Rain has taught us that as our 
world becomes bigger, kinder, and more open to 
celebrating differences, we can hold on to what is 
good and make adjustments to improve what isn’t 
working.

I can tell that our world has changed, beyond 
coronavirus, from how our team approached this 
show the second time around. We learned that we 
must start hiring intimacy directors (ID): production 
team members who are specifically trained to work 
on intimate moments between actors in a rehearsal 
setting and performance. Like a choreographer, the 
ID plans staging with the director and then coaches 
performers through moments of physical contact or 
similarly intimate scene work. Stephanie Schneider, 
who plays Kathy Selden and serves as intimacy 
director for this production, was monumental in 
establishing this practice at The Playhouse and 
specifically for this show back in 2020. We’ve grown 
since then to create safer spaces for performers.

We also learned that we must actively be better at 
casting, team building, and telling stories that reach 
beyond our own personal experiences. Alexandra 
(Lexi) Gray, who plays Zelda Zanders in this 
production, encouraged an important conversation 
when casting the 2022 Singin’ in the Rain. When 
we talked to Lexi about playing the role of Zelda, 
we clarified the importance of not letting Zelda feel 
like a sidekick to Lina. One of the best parts of the 
audition process was for the director to watch Lexi’s 
read with Maggie Schmitt, who plays Lina, and find 
power and humor in the way Lexi read for the role. 
In her character research and development, Lexi has 
turned Zelda into an homage to the women of color 
in the early 20th Century who should have had the 
same fame and platform as their white counterparts. 
Lexi made this happen and so graciously joins our 
conversations about how to better pave the way for 
performers of color to have the dimension and power 

on stage that many people of color have not been 
given historically in theatre.

A final shoutout to Angela Lampe, our associate 
artistic director and resident costume designer. 
One of the first things Angie pointed out to director 
Erin Horst and me this time around was that 
women worked in the film industry as directors, 
writers, camera operators, and performers 
before the introduction of talking pictures. When 
cinematography was still new and niche in the 
1910s, women ran studios and could conceivably 
still have had some place at Monumental Pictures 
in Singin’ in the Rain. This cast is meant to reflect 
that. If you see female camera operators and studio 
workers, you are seeing what the beginning of the 
film industry really looked like and witnessing how 
gender roles shifted as “talkies” and feature films 
became mainstream.

I read my artistic director’s notes from the 2019-20 
Season Singin’ in the Rain and realized that I talked 
mostly about the history of the Vitaphone. I am 
grateful for the opportunity that we have with this 
special production of Singin’ in the Rain to enjoy 
what is fun and magical about theatre and to infuse 
this and all our shows with better knowledge and 
understanding of how to keep the theatre a safe and 
inclusive space. I hope this production feels like a 
breath of fresh air after a long and heavy rainfall, 
a spring of 2022 after the spring of 2020 and what 
followed. Here’s to feeling glorious a little more each 
day!

ABOUT

SINGIN' IN THE RAIN
Katy Merriman, Playhouse Artistic Director
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ACT I
Overture .................................................................................................................................Orchestra
Fit As a Fiddle ....................................................................................................................Don, Cosmo
All I Do Is Dream of You .......................................................................................................Kathy, Girls
You Stepped Out of A Dream .......................................................................................................... Don
Make ‘Em Laugh ........................................................................................................................ Cosmo
Beautiful Girl .............................................................................................................Production Singer
Lucky Star .................................................................................................................................... Kathy 
You Were Meant for Me ....................................................................................................... Don, Kathy
Moses Supposes ...............................................................................................................Don, Cosmo
Good Morning ......................................................................................................... Kathy, Cosmo, Don
Singin’ In the Rain ........................................................................................................................... Don

ACT II
Entr’acte .................................................................................................................................Orchestra
Would You? .......................................................................................................................... Don, Kathy
What’s Wrong with Me? ...................................................................................................................Lina
Broadway Melody ............................................................................................ Don, Cosmo, Ensemble
Would You? .............................................................................................................Lina, Kathy, Cosmo
Lucky Star (Reprise) ............................................................................................................. Kathy, Don
Finale - Singin’ in the Rain ...................................................................................................... Company
Bows/Exit Music ....................................................................................................................Orchestra

ORCHESTRA
Conductor: Brenton M. Brown

Violin 1: Margaret Stagner
Violin 2: Hannah Cool

Bass: Bridget Shoemaker
Reed 1: John Morgan

Reed 2: Thomas Sparks
Reed 3: Jake Kiese

Trumpet 1: Audrey Husted
Trumpet 2: Steve Day

Trombone: Brandon Kowalsky
Percussion: Seth Rezek

Drums: Jay Petersma, Drew Selim
Keyboard 1: Brian Hutzell
Keyboard 2: Josh Whitver

Orchestra manager: Brenton M. Brown

MUSICAL NUMBERS
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Katy Bird (Ensemble) has her 
degree in fashion design from Iowa 
State University. While there, she 
performed in My Fair Lady. Other 
stage credits include Lola in Damn 
Yankees at St. Edmond High School 
(Fort Dodge). This is her Playhouse 

debut. Katy enjoys singing, sewing, and adventuring 
with friends.

Kersten Daubitz (Ensemble) was 
on The Playhouse stage as a youth 
in several shows including Pippi 
Longstocking and most recently 
was Sister Sophia in The Sound of 
Music. While earning her Bachelor 
of Music Education degree at Iowa 

State University, she performed in Into the Woods 
(Rapunzel) and Fiddler on the Roof (Chava). Kersten is 
an elementary music teacher with Waukee Community 
School District and earning her Master of Music 
Education from the University of St. Thomas. She 
enjoys reading, doing puzzles, and watching movies 
with her husband, Jack.

Madeline Davis (3rd Assistant 
Director/Ensemble) is a freshman 
at Grand View Christian School. 
Maddie loves to dance and anything 
theatrical and has been in numerous 
area shows including Don’t Let the 
Pigeon Drive the Bus! The Musical!; 

A Christmas Story, The Musical; and Billy Elliot The 
Musical at The Playhouse, Willy Wonka Kids (Willy 
Wonka) and Mary Poppins Jr (Mary Poppins) in The 
Playhouse’s Performance Academy, Annie Jr (Annie) 
with CAP Theatre, and Disney’s The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame at Carousel Theatre, Indianola.

Alexandra Gray (Zelda Zanders) 
was last seen at The Playhouse as 
Medda Larkin in Disney’s Newsies. 
Her other Playhouse roles include 
Sarah’s Friend in Ragtime (2018) 
and Deloris Van Cartier in Sister Act 
for which she received a Dionysos 

Award for Outstanding Performance. Her favorite role 
to date was Mary Sunshine in Chicago at Columbia 
College in Chicago. Alexandra is the lead teacher in 
the three-year-old classroom at Traditions Childcare 
Center. She is also the owner of Sweet Tea Baking 
Company and Haus of Saints Designs.

Greta Hammond (Olga Mara/
Ensemble) made her Playhouse 
debut as Sister Margaretta in The 
Sound of Music. She has a B.M. 
in vocal performance from Drake 
University and has had various 

roles in collegiate productions including The Secretary 
in Falstaff, Madame de la Haltière in Cendrillon, and 
Baba in The Medium. Greta is a manager at Friedrich’s 
Coffee and enjoys reading, going on long walks, and 
traveling. She is excited to polish her tapping shoes for 
this production.

Dan Haymes (Roscoe Dexter) is 
familiar to Des Moines audiences 
from Every Christmas Story Ever 
Told (a favorite show) and Rumors 
at Tallgrass Theatre and Disney’s 
High School Musical 2 and Sarah, 
Plain and Tall at The Playhouse. He 

has also been music director and technical director for 
shows in Chicago. A software engineer at Principal, 
Dan likes hanging with his awesome wife, Kim, and 
their daughter, Isla, and enjoys water that has been 
distilled with some sort of mash and then aged in an 
oak barrel.

Price Jacobsen (Rod/Policeman/
Ensemble) has been involved with 
many area theatres including The 
Playhouse (Sideways Stories From 
Wayside School), CAP (Peter Pan Jr.), 
Des Moines Young Artists’ Theatre 
(School of Rock, James and the Giant 

Peach Jr.), and Ankeny Community Theatre (sound 
tech, The Diary of Anne Frank). He is a student at Des 
Moines Area Community College majoring in video 
production, and enjoys watching and making movies, 
writing, and spending time with family and friends.

Brynn Kelly (Sound Engineer/
Ensemble) is excited to make her 
Playhouse debut. A junior B.F.A. 
musical theatre major at Drake 
University, she was active in theatre 
in her hometown of Lawrence, KS. 
Her selected credits include Into 

the Woods (Little Red Riding Hood) at Lawrence Arts 
Center, Meredith Willson’s The Music Man (Zaneeta) at 
Theatre Lawrence, and Wait Until Dark (Susy Hendrix) 
at Free State High School. In her free time, Brynn likes 
going to farmers’ markets, reading, and doing anything 
creative.

James Kolnik (Cosmo Brown) is 
a favorite at The Playhouse where 
his shows include A Chorus Line 
(Mike), Disney’s Alice in Wonderland 
Jr. (White Rabbit), Rent (Angel, for 
which he received a 2013 Dionysos 
Award nomination), Hairspray 

(Corny Collins), and Disney’s High School Musical 2 
(Ryan Evans). He has also taught at The Playhouse. 
An underwriting associate at Wells Fargo, Jim’s 
many interests include health and fitness. He and his 

CAST NOTES
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husband, Nicholas, have a newly adopted baby girl, 
Mackenzie Mae.

Donald Kom (R.F. Simpson) is the 
director of Ames Municipal Electric 
Services. He has been involved 
with many shows at ACTORS 
(Ames Community Theatre) as 
actor, director, producer, stage 
manager, sound designer, and house 

manager. Among his favorite roles and shows are 
Franklin Hart in 9 to 5 The Musical at ACTORS, Proof 
at Ankeny Community Theatre, and Sparks Fly Upward 
at Hoyt Sherman Place. Donald’s hobbies include old 
Mustangs.

Adelaide Kuehn (Mary Margaret/2nd 
Assistant Director/Ensemble) is 
pursuing her B.F.A. in musical 
theatre at Drake University. At her 
high school in Fort Collins, CO, she 
played Carrie in Carrie: The Musical, 
Eurydice in Eurydice, and Woman 1 

in Songs for a New World. This is her Playhouse debut. 
Addie likes traveling, camping, and watching movies.

Joy Mielke (1st Assistant Director/
Ensemble) has been involved 
onstage and backstage at The 
Playhouse and Ankeny Community 
Theatre as well as with productions 
at Johnston High School and Drake 
University. Her Playhouse stage 

credits include A Christmas Story, The Musical (Bumpus 
Hound/Ensemble), Ragtime, Elephant & Piggie’s “We 
Are in a Play!” (Squirrel 2), Disney’s Alice in Wonderland 
Jr., and Junie B. in Jingle Bells, Batman Smells! (May). 
Joy is a junior at Drake University majoring in health 
science with an individualized minor in theatre. 

Ingrid Oakley (Young Cosmo) is a 
homeschooled fourth grader who 
also takes art classes at Ankeny’s 
Westwood Elementary. She dances, 
plays piano and guitar, writes 
songs, and makes music videos for 
YouTube. She likes sledding, riding 

bikes, identifying plants and animals, and making 
people smile. She has taken Broadway music classes 
at The Playhouse and made her stage debut as Gretl 
von Trapp in The Sound of Music.

Preshia Paulding (Dora Bailey/
Wardrobe Mistress/Miss Dinsmore/) 
has won Playhouse Dionysos Awards 
for Outstanding Performance for her 
roles as Judy Garland in Beyond the 
Rainbow (2010), Golde in Fiddler on 
the Roof (2014), and Annie Wilkes in 

Misery (2017). She most recently played Diana in Next 
to Normal with History Boy Theatre (Jefferson, IA) and 
was a featured presenter in the Des Moines Register’s 
Storytellers Project. Her extensive resume includes 
theatre, television and radio voiceovers, jingles, and 
several films. Preshia is a legal assistant for the Law 
Group of Iowa.

Madison Ray (Production Singer/
Ensemble) has performed with the 
Des Moines Metro Opera, played 
Tom Collins in Rent and Sarge in 
the world premiere of Escaping the 
Labyrinth (Playhouse), and was 
nominated for a Cloris Award for 

tick, tick…BOOM! (Des Moines Onstage). Madison has 
served as a teaching artist (Kennedy Center trained) 
and wrote an original musical for Des Moines Public 
Schools and Turnaround Arts called Power Up! that is 
a virtual slice of life performance that gives a voice to 
students’ lifestyles, perspectives, and values.

Ken Reams (Butler/Ensemble) is a 
longtime Des Moines favorite whose 
more than 80 varied shows on area 
stages over 50 years have included 
Cyrano de Bergerac, 1776, Winnie-
the-Pooh, Mamma Mia! and the world 
premiere of Escaping the Labyrinth 

at The Playhouse; Arsenic and Old Lace and Fiddler on 
the Roof at the Ingersoll Dinner Theatre; Amadeus at 
the Drama Workshop; Our Town and 12 Angry Jurors 
at Ankeny Community Theatre; and Oliver! and Hello, 
Dolly! at Urbandale Community Theatre. Ken likes 
reading in his retirement.

Charlie Reese (Don Lockwood) is a 
favorite with Des Moines audiences 
from shows such as The New Mel 
Brooks Musical Young Frankenstein 
(Dr. Frankenstein, Cloris Award 
winner) at The Playhouse, The 
Bridges of Madison County Concert 

Version (Robert) with Tallgrass Theatre, Avenue Q 
(Princeton/Rod) at StageWest, and Company (Bobby) 
and Adore Us! Line (Joe Biden) at Iowa Stage Theatre 
Company. Charlie works as a compliance officer for 
Wells Fargo. He enjoys dancing around the house with 
his wife, Megan Helmers, and their pets Det. Olivia 
Benson, Elliott Patrick Sawyze, and Jane.

Embry Richardson (Young Don) is 
making her stage debut in Singin’ in 
the Rain. A third grader at Westwood 
Elementary in Ankeny, Embry likes 
horseback riding, singing, and 
creating art.

CAST NOTES
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David Robinson (Sid Phillips/Male 
Diction Coach/Ensemble) received 
his B.A. in English and music 
from Simpson College. While at 
Simpson, he appeared in several 
shows including A Christmas Carol 
(Scrooge), The Pirates of Penzance 

(The Constable), and, a favorite, Kiss Me, Kate (Paul). 
He volunteered on the backstage crew for the recent 
Playhouse production of The Sound of Music. David 
is a tutor at DMACC Upward Bound. He likes writing 
music, learning languages, and playing Dungeons and 
Dragons.

Maggie Schmitt (Lina Lamont) is 
familiar to Playhouse audiences 
from Cabaret (Sally Bowles), 
Playhouse on the Air Presents: 
Miracle on 34th Street (Mary 
Lindsey/Doris Walker), A Gentleman’s 
Guide to Love and Murder (Sibella, 

2020 Dionysos Award winner), The Miraculous Journey 
of Edward Tulane (The Woman, 2019 Dionysos Award 
winner), Ragtime, and Disney’s The Little Mermaid. 
Other credits include The Rocky Horror Show (Janet, 
Kata Klysmic Productions, Des Moines) and Carousel 
(Julie Jordan, Grand Opera House, Dubuque). 

Stephanie Schneider (Kathy Selden/
Intimacy Director) is a performer 
and director based in Des Moines. 
Recent acting credits include 
A Christmas Story, The Musical 
(Miss Shields) at The Playhouse 
and The Mirror with Vagrant Fear 

Productions. Represented by the Peak Agency, she 
works in film, improv, and voice-over as well. When 
not performing, you can find her reading, nerding-out 
on Star Wars, spending time outdoors, and playing 
Dungeons and Dragons! Stephanie’s intimacy direction 
credits include Agatha Christie’s Murder on the Orient 
Express, I and You, and Plaza Suite at The Playhouse, 
The Bridges of Madison County Concert Version at 
Tallgrass Theatre Company, and The Cake at Iowa 
Stage Theatre Company. Stephanie is passionate 
about bringing intimacy direction to the theatre and 
film community in Des Moines and hopes that it 
becomes a standard in Iowa.

Maddie Topliff (Ensemble) says 
Singin’ in the Rain is her first show 
since high school. Of her multiple 
credits at Grinnell Community 
Theatre and Grinnell High School, 
her favorite roles are Bird Girl 
in Seussical and Rose Mundy in 

Dancing at Lughnasa. Maddie is a Drake University 
graduate and works as a content marketing specialist 
at ARAG Legal. She is also a freelancer for DailyPaws.

com. In her free time, she enjoys singing, reading, 
writing, working out, and cheering on the Chicago 
Bears and Chelsea F.C.

Bethany Woemmel (Hairdresser/
Ensemble) is a first-year musical 
theatre B.F.A. student at Drake 
University. She likes drawing and 
designing, costuming, and dancing, 
and plays the ukulele. She has 
worked backstage on sound, light, 

and scenic crews. Her onstage credits include Adelaide 
in Guys & Dolls, a favorite role, at Permian Playhouse 
in Odessa, TX, and Into the Woods (The Witch) with 
Mustang Theatre Company in Andrews, TX.

Erin T. Horst (Director/
Choreographer) is an assistant 
professor and head of the B.F.A. 
Musical Theatre Program at Drake 
University. She holds an M.F.A. in 
musical theatre from Minnesota 
State University in Mankato. She 

is familiar to Des Moines audiences from her roles at 
Iowa Stage Theatre Company where she played Helen 
in Fun Home (Cloris Award winner, 2019) and Marta 
in Company. Her favorite role was Mary Poppins in 
Mary Poppins at Minnesota State University. At The 
Playhouse, she choreographed Catch Me If You Can 
and directed and choreographed the 2019-20 Season 
production of Singin’ in the Rain. Erin enjoys traveling, 
waterskiing, spending time outside, and watching the 
occasional football game with her boyfriend, Barry.

Brenton M. Brown (Music Director) 
says Singin’ in the Rain is his 57th 
show for The Playhouse! His 
Playhouse shows include Fiddler 
on the Roof; Les Misérables; Mary 
Poppins; Monty Python’s Spamalot; 
Into the Woods; The New Mel Brooks 

Musical Young Frankenstein; A Chorus Line; Disney’s 
The Little Mermaid; Mamma Mia!; Billy Elliot The 
Musical; Elf The Musical; Catch Me If You Can; Disney’s 
Newsies; A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder; A 
Christmas Story, The Musical; and The Sound of Music. 
He was awarded the Cloris Leachman Excellence 
in Theatre Award for best musical direction of The 
Playhouse production of Ragtime. He has appeared 
onstage as the title character in Sweeney Todd at the 
Ingersoll Dinner Theatre and as L.M. in Pump Boys and 
Dinettes at The Playhouse. Brenton is artistic director 
of the Harmony Delegation Chorus. He and his wife, 
Jessica, enjoy spending time with their children, Lindy 
and Bennett.
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Teena Sauvola (Scenic Designer) 
works with Walt Disney Parks and 
Resorts Live Entertainment as an 
associate art director at Disneyland. 
Her work can be seen across all 
Disney Parks in the U.S., on Disney 
Cruise Lines, and at Disneyland 

Hong Kong. She also works at The Hettema Group as 
a show set designer on world-class theme parks and 
live experiences around the globe. She is excited to be 
involved in her first show with The Playhouse. In her 
free time, she likes to draw, paint, garden, hike, and 
camp.

Angela Lampe (Costume Designer/
Associate Artistic Director) began 
her tenure with The Playhouse in 
1993 and has designed costumes, 
sets, and props for nearly 300 
productions including Guys and 
Dolls, Meredith Willson’s The Music 

Man, A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder, Ella 
Enchanted, The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane, 
Ragtime, Les Misérables, Disney’s The Little Mermaid, 
West Side Story, Into the Woods, A Streetcar Named 
Desire, Sunset Boulevard, and Hairspray. She has a B.A. 
from Central College in Pella and a M.F.A. in theatre 
from the University of Nebraska. She is the recipient 
of four Cloris Awards for excellence in costuming and 
puppetry.

Virgil Kleinhesselink (Lighting 
Designer) owns VTEC Productions 
sound company and is technical 
director at Des Moines Hoover High 
School where he designed lights for 
their production of Les Misérables 
School Edition. Virgil began his 

Playhouse career in 1979 and since then has been 
involved with more than 200 shows as designer or 
actor.

Sarah Beth Weinberg (Properties 
Designer) has been onstage in 
numerous Playhouse shows 
including Ragtime, Monty Python’s 
Spamalot, Disney’s Beauty and the 
Beast (Babette), and Peter Pan. She 
has created props for Playhouse 

productions of A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and 
Murder, Catch Me If You Can, and the 2019-20 Season 
production of Singin’ in the Rain. Sarah Beth is a fourth-
grade teacher at Crossroads Park in West Des Moines. 
She enjoys reading, knitting, crocheting, quilting, and 
running. She has a dog, two cats, and a hedgehog.

Ellie Wellman (Stage Manager) was 
active in theatre at West Des Moines 
Valley High School, providing stage 
management for productions of The 
Miracle Worker, A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, Bright Star, and her favorite, 
Tuck Everlasting. At The Playhouse, 

Ellie was assistant stage manager for Godspell in The 
Playhouse’s summer Tent Theatre series and served 
as stage manager for Junie B. in Jingle Bells, Batman 
Smells! In her free time, she enjoys practicing yoga, 
playing video games, and hanging out with her cat, 
Betsy. 

Addie Thrower (Assistant Music 
Director) is excited for her first 
production at The Playhouse, 
working alongside Brenton Brown. 
She is a junior musical theatre major 
at Drake University where some of 
her favorite roles have been The 

Baker’s Wife in Into the Woods and Judy in 9 to 5 The 
Musical.

Sarah Aubin (Finale Choreographer/
Assistant Choreographer) graduated 
from Drake University with a B.F.A. 
in acting. She counts among her 
Drake shows Songs for a New World 
(Woman 1) and Into the Woods 
(Cinderella). Sarah has many 

interests which include working out – She is a personal 
trainer at Genesis Health Clubs. – art, music, dance, 
reading, and spending time with family and friends.

Adam Beilgard (Assistant 
Properties Designer) is familiar 
to area audiences from Shrek 
The Musical; A Christmas Story, 
The Musical; Playhouse on the Air 
Presents: Miracle on 34th Street; and 
Charlotte’s Web, all at The Playhouse, 

and Ugly Lies the Bone at StageWest. He has two sons, 
Declan, and Shea, and he works at Wells Fargo. Adam’s 
interests include DIY, MCU, ELO, and BLTs.

Lindsey Nelson (Assistant Stage Manager) has been 
active backstage at The Playhouse this season as a 
flyperson for The Sound of Music and Agatha Christie’s 
Murder on the Orient Express. Their interests include 
theatre, painting, photography, and music.
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Betty Comden and Adolph Green 
(Script), 1991 recipients of the 
Kennedy Center Honors and the 
longest running creative partnership 
in theatre history, began writing 
and performing their own satirical 
comic material in a group called 
The Revuers, which included the 
late Judy Holliday. They went on to 
collaborate with Leonard Bernstein 
and Jerome Robbins on what was 
the first show for all of them, On The 
Town. With Jule Styne they wrote 
the book and/or lyrics for Bells 
Are Ringing, Peter Pan, and others. 

They won Tony Awards for Applause, Hallelujah Baby, 
Wonderful Town, On the Twentieth Century, and The 
Will Rogers Follies. Their many film musicals include 
Singin’ in the Rain, The Band Wagon, On the Town, 
and Bells are Ringing. Their non-musicals include 
Auntie Mame. Singin’ in the Rain was voted one of the 
10 best American films ever made and, by a vote of 
international film critics conducted by the prestigious 
magazine Sight and Sound, it was ranked third among 
the 10 best films of all time. As performers, Comden 
and Green appeared in On the Town and later did an 
evening at the Golden Theatre, A Party With Betty 
Comden and Adolph Green, comprised of material from 
their own shows and movies, and from their act, The 
Revuers. In 1977 they did a new version of A Party and 
toured with it. They are both members of the Council of 
the Dramatists Guild, have been elected to the Theatre 
Hall of Fame, and the Songwriters Hall of Fame, and 
have received the Mayor of New York’s Certificate of 
Excellence. Some of their best-known songs include 
“Just In Time,” “The Party’s Over,” “Make Someone 
Happy,” and “New York, New York.” 

Arthur Freed (Lyricist) was a lyricist 
and a Hollywood film producer. 
Freed began his career in vaudeville 
and he appeared with the likes of 
the Marx Brothers. He soon began 
to write songs and was eventually 
hired by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. For 

years, he wrote lyrics for numerous films. In 1939 he 
was promoted to the position of producer and helped 
elevate MGM as the studio of the musical. Freed 
choose to surround himself with film directors such as 
Vincente Minnelli and Busby Berkeley. He also helped 
shape the careers of stars like Judy Garland and 
Gene Kelly. His team of writers, directors, composers, 
and stars came to be known as the “Freed Unit” 
and produced a steady stream of popular, critically 
acclaimed musicals that lasted until the late 1950s. 
Freed served as associate producer on The Wizard or 
Oz. His most famous song is “Singin’ in the Rain” and 
two of his films, An American in Paris (1951) and Gigi 
(1958), won the Academy Award for Best Picture. 

Nacio Herb Brown (Composer) was 
a successful writer of popular songs 
and Broadway theater music in the 
1920s, originally doing this as a 
sideline to his financially successful 
career in California real estate. In 
1928 he was hired by MGM to write 

movie music for the new medium of sound film. For 
his film work, he often collaborated with lyricist Arthur 
Freed. He appears in the film The Hollywood Revue of 
1929. Brown’s hits included “Fit as a Fiddle and Ready 
for Love,” “Pagan Love Song,” “Singin’ in the Rain,” 
“Wedding of the Painted Doll,” and “You Are My Lucky 
Star.” He wrote the music for the musicals Singin’ in the 
Rain and Take a Chance and additional music for Big 
Deal and Earl Carroll’s Vanities. Brown is an inductee of 
the Songwriters Hall of Fame.

Katy Merriman (Artistic Director) 
has been an active member of 
the local theatre community since 
moving to Des Moines in 2013. Her 
Playhouse directing credits include 
The Sound of Music; the world 
premiere of Escaping the Labyrinth; 

the co-production with Pyramid Theatre Company, 
A Love Offering (co-directed with Tiffany Johnson); 
Some Enchanted Evening; Stuart Little; I and You; The 
Roommate; Love Letters; and Elephant & Piggie’s “We 
Are in a Play!” Prior to becoming artistic director, Katy 
appeared on The Playhouse stage in shows including 
Into the Woods (Cinderella), Les Misérables (Cosette), 
Completeness (Molly), and Legally Blonde the Musical 
(Elle Woods) and was the musical director for The 
Playhouse Performance Academy from 2016 to 
2018. Katy worked with Iowa Stage Theatre Company 
as a resident artist where her performance credits 
include The Glass Menagerie (Laura) and Our Town 
(Emily). She also directed their 2018 production of 
Fun Home. Prior to her time in Des Moines, Katy 
worked with numerous theatres as a performer, 
director, and administrator. She has a Bachelor of 
Music from Butler University in Indianapolis, IN.

CAST NOTES
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A melodic rock station with soul; a musical melting pot, blending rock and roll 
with jazz and soul; stirring in some blues and acoustic music, and 
with world beat and reggae. KFMG features musicians who live in our town 

and our state, and musicians who are coming to our town. 
We are as musically diverse as our city and our listeners, 

and we invite you to join us.

 98.9FM

Cooper Smith and Company is proud to provide The Des 
Moines Playhouse with creative marketing strategies and 

brand based communications for over 10 years!

coopersmithco.com

http://www.kfmg.org
http://www.coopersmithco.com
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Technical Director: Nicholas 
Amundson

Dance Captain: Brynn Kelly

Dresser: Maddie Mardesen

Set Construction: Jonathan 
Garton, Brynn Kelly, Virgil 
Kleinhesselink, Heath Norris

Costume Crew: Susan 
Eisenhour, Elaine Lindgren, 
Barbara Mydland

Playhouse Audition Crew: Toni 
Farris, Brandon Record

Playhouse Ambassadors: 
Judy Blessington, Mary 
Bricker, Annette Duffy, Alma 
Hackbart, Pat Henson, 
Jolene Huen, Jean Leibold, 
Sunny Liston, Mary Marshall, 
Mark Morrison, Becky 
Scholtec, Mary Whisenand, 
Sherill Whisenand

Playhouse Partners: Dani 
Boal, Mary Bricker, Edward 
Corpus, Peter Dean, Denise 
Forney, Anne Frett, Pam 
Gabby, Michael Howland, 
Jill Lippincott, Rebecca 
Masucci, Greg Millar, Mark 
Morrison, Charlie Reese, 
Maxwell Schaeffer, Jackie 
Schmillen, Tony Tandeski, 
Josh Visnapuu, Eva Williams

Playhouse Photographers: 
Steve Gibbons, Brent 
Isenberger

Playhouse Historians: Mark 
Morrison, Lloyd Von Hagen

AGATHA CHRISTIE’S MURDER 
ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS 
SPECIAL THANKS
Due to print deadlines, these 
individuals could not be 
acknowledged in the previous 
playbill.

Guest Services: Dima 
Algaysi, Riley Babel, Judy 
Block, Barb Braband, Nicole 
Bradley, Juls Bruns, Ann 
Marie Buell, Jake Buell, Dan 
Chase, Judi Cooper, Carol 
Culmer, Marieta Danielyan, 
Jadyn Davis, Lydia Davis, 
Maddie Davis, Patty Davis, 
Mark Eikenberry, Abby 
Elsbernd, Ellen Fisher, Jeff 
Fisher, Kathryn Fitzpatrick, 
Fred Gee, Sharon Gee, 
Ani Ghazaryan, Melanie 
Hall, Ayla Hanson, Belinda 
Hanson, Keith Hayes, Mary 
Higbee, Harold Hinkhouse, 
Brody Johnson, Deborah 
Johnson, Laurie Johnson, 
Anne Jung, Kathryn Jung, 
Lloyd Kaufman, Elysa 
Koss, Frank Koss, Ainur 
Kuanyshpayeva, Carla 
Lawrence, Shaima Loukili, 

Maren Manning, Linda 
McClure, Nancy McCurdy, 
Sabrina McGuire, Barbara 
Merrill, Marisa Mickunas, 
Maizy Mintzer, Katie 
Morrison, Ariana Murdock, 
Joseph Murdock, Rachel 
Murdock, Paige Olson, 
Carol Palmer, Darcy Perch, 
Clark Peterson, Diane Pick, 
Kathy Polson, Darlene 
Pullen, Mark Pullen, Mike 
Schuman, Barbara Slinker, 
Mary Staplin, Maren Stegh, 
Jordyn Stokes, Katie Sweet, 
Sophie Thomsen, Kristin 
To, Bakai Tolondu Uulu, Neli 
Vosloh, Abigail Walter, Fran 
Watson, Randy Watson, 
Janet Whiteside, Kaylee 
Witzenburg, Oza Zahrah, 
Merey Zhaksylykova, Mia 
Zdionica

PRODUCTION CREWS

The actors and crew members 
of today’s performance are 
volunteers who live in greater 
Des Moines — people just like 
you who love theatre! 

Did You Know?

Do you have time and talent to share?  
Grab a flyer in the lobby or visit 

DMPlayhouse.com

http://www.dmplayhouse.com
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Iowa Public Television is now

New name. Same essential mission.
We bring the best of the world to Iowa

and the best of Iowa to the world.

iowapbs.org

http://www.iowapbs.org
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The Playhouse 
receives funding 
support from

Support for the 
Playhouse is 
provided by

Playhouse 
partners include

PLAYHOUSE ADMINISTRATION

Board of Directors
Barbara C. White, President,
 Workspace, Inc.
Meyer Lehman, Treasurer, 
 EMC Insurance Companies
Sally Cooper Smith, Secretary, 
 Cooper Smith & Company
Steve Schaaf, Past President, 
 Community Volunteer

Nick Andersen, Nationwide Insurance
Shashank Aurora, Des Moines Public 

Schools
Robert L. Culbert, US Bank
Lonnette Dafney, EMC Insurance
Scott Gire, Oasis, A Paychex© Company
Tyler Hackman, Meredith Corporation
Kimberly Hansen, Rebuilding Together
Tony Jones, Grinnell State Bank
Joanna Lowe, Wells Fargo
Manisha Paudel, City of Des Moines
Colleen Powell, Des Moines Radio 

Group
J.P. Singh, eWay Corporation
Linda Westergaard, City of Des Moines 

Council Member, Re/Max Precision

Leadership
David R. Kilpatrick, Executive Director
Katy Merriman, Artistic Director

Staff
Nicholas Amundson, Associate 
 Technical Director
Lee Ann Bakros, Marketing & 
 Publications Director
Lindsey Ballard, Concessions Manager
Ryan Crane, Director of Philanthropy
Mary Hofer, Finance
Debra Jacobson, Ticket Office Manager
Elissa Johnson, House Manager
Angela Lampe, Associate Artistic 
 Director
Kerri Lee, House Manager
Kaitlynn McCaull, Ticket Office Marketing
Cherie Moen, House Manager
Jada Smith, Office Manager/Volunteer 
 Coordinator
Robin Heldt Spahr, Education Director
Jessica Van Essen, Costume Shop 
 Supervisor
David VanCleave, House Manager

Education Staff
Melissa Chavas-

Miller*
Jenna Darsee
Katie Dorrell*
Tali Eisenstadt
Anne Frett
Robin Breen 

Fulton*
Maren Grant
Nate Jorgensen

Taylor Layden
Greg Millar
Brett Spahr*
Kim Van Haecke
Sarah Beth 

Weinberg
Anna Zimney

*Master Teacher

Pre-Intern Program (PIPs)
Crey Abbas
Grace Aerisolphal
Alexander Baker
Isabelle Baker
Meridan Boyd
Kristin Coons
Caitlyn Dean
Audrey Frett
Katelyn Gallagher
Grace Harvey
Teddi Karnes
Paige Olson
Greta Paulsen

Claire Riesberg
Lulu Rongerude
Ridge Rutherford
Ashley Scarbrough
Evie Smith
Lily Spahr
Madeline 
 Streaker-Seay
Aaliyah Trimble
Eliza Tutty
Ashlyn Yu
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−CHELSEA

−KRISTIN

Have you seen the Shops at Roosevelt? 

Shakti Yoga  •  The Cheese Shop  •  Iowa IV 
Be, LLC.  •  La Mie Bakery  •  Sacred Diamond

The Juice Company  •  DSM Salon & Spa
 Worn  •  Roosevelt Barber Shop

Pre-Natal Vision Ultrasound  •  Silver Fox

42ND STREET - JUST NORTH OF INTERSTATE 235

STARRING



2 0 2 1 - 2 2  S E A S O N
Coming back together at the Stoner Theater

The Cake
by Bekah Brunstetter
N o v .  12  –  2 1 ,  2 0 2 1

It’s A Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play
by Joe Landry
D e c .  16  -  2 3 ,  2 0 2 1 

Long Day’s Journey Into Night
by Eugene O’Neill
F e b .  11  –  2 0 ,  2 0 2 2

Sweat
by Lynn Nottage
M a r .  2 5  –  A p r .  3 ,  2 0 2 2

Girls’ Weekend 2
by Karen Schaeffer
A p r .  2 9  -  M a y  15 ,  2 0 2 2

IowaStage.org




