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Tassel Ridge Dry Red Wines...Tassel Ridge Dry Red Wines...Simply ExtraordinarSimply Extraordinaryy®®

Great Red WineGreat Red Wine      
      made in Iowa from Grapes grown in Iowamade in Iowa from Grapes grown in Iowa

Leighton, Iowa • www.tasselridge.com

Iowa In the Dark  Iowa In the Dark  
is a dry red with light and fresh flavors. First impressions are 
tangy acid followed by black cherry fading to plum followed 
by a drying mid-palate and a long, pleasing finish. Made from 
Marquette, St. Croix, Petite Pearl, and Steuben grapes grown 
in our Iowa vineyards, Iowa In the Dark is a versatile wine that 
will pair nicely with grilled meat and spicy dishes including 
Asian and Mexican. Serve at room temperature.

2019 Iowa Marquette  2019 Iowa Marquette  
is a dry red that teases the palate with a fresh, 
lightly acidic entry transitioning to raspberry 
and black cherry and a medium-long finish. 
A versatile food pairing wine, 2019 Iowa 
Marquette will pair nicely with grilled beef, 
chicken, or pasta. Serve at room temperature. 

Tassel Ridge wines are sold at the Winery and over 400 
retailers in Iowa (visit www.tasselridge.com/retail  
for a list). Winery operations are continually 
changing. As of September 1, 2021, Tassel Ridge 
Winery is open only for to-go 
purchases. Please visit  
www.tasselridge.com for 
updates on hours and the 
return of Wine Tasting, 
Tours, Events, and Food 
Service. You can also order 
Tassel Ridge Wine shipped 
directly to your door in Iowa, 
Arizona, California, Colorado, 
DC, Florida, Minnesota, 
Missouri, and Texas (adult 
signature required for  
receipt of wine).

Standing Ovation IA In the Dark & 2019 Iowa Marquette 07-21.indd   1Standing Ovation IA In the Dark & 2019 Iowa Marquette 07-21.indd   1 8/2/21   11:39 AM8/2/21   11:39 AM
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WELCOME

Thank you for joining us for our production of Agatha Christie’s Murder on 
the Orient Express by Ken Ludwig. Mysteries are so much fun to create and 
experience in a theatre. Even if you know the ending (shh, don’t tell!) it is 
exciting to see the murder and mystery presented right before your eyes. Are 
those clues or just red herrings? Is that an homage to Miss Christie, the most 
successful writer of all time, or a creative designer who captures the spirit of the 
production? Many of these answers are left to you, our audience, which is part 
of what makes theatre so special. Without an audience, we are just a group of 

friends telling stories to each other. With you, we are creating a unique experience that is the best 
combination of yours and our imaginations! Thank you so much for playing your part.

By attending our first production in 2022 in the John Viars Theatre, after some of the challenges 
last year and a lot of unknowns ahead, you demonstrate that you are still committed to the arts in 
general and The Playhouse in particular. We are honored and humbled by your support and hope 
we continue to exceed your expectations as you help us meet our community’s need for escape, 
entertainment, and creative outlets.  

Thank you for choosing to spend time with us. Thank you for sharing The Playhouse experience 
with your friends and neighbors. The Playhouse’s future is wholly dependent upon our audiences 
of today, so, again, thank you.

David R. Kilpatrick
Executive Director

Ordinary People. 
Extraordinary Theatre.

DMPlayhouse.com
SEE THE SHOW SCHEDULE:

831 42nd Street | Des Moines | 515.277.6261  

Who knew Who knew 
the insurance the insurance 
specialist specialist 
could sing?could sing?

Gina Gedler,
A Gentleman’s 
Guide to Love 
and Murder,
2019-20 Season

Gina Gedler,
Insurance Specialist at 

Mercy One Des Moines 
Surgical Group

http://dmplayhouse.com
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Thank you for your support!

From all the volunteers, cast, crew,  
and staff at The Playhouse...

Benefactor ($5,000+)
American Equity Investment 
 Life Insurance Co.
Sarabeth & William Anderson
Virginia & Philip Beach*
Don & Margo Blumenthal
Harry Bookey & 
 Pamela Bass-Bookey
Bravo Greater Des Moines
 Altoona
 Ankeny
 Bondurant
 Carlisle
 Clive
 Des Moines
 Grimes
 Indianola
 Johnston
 Norwalk
 Pleasant Hill
 Polk City
 Polk County
 Urbandale
 Waukee
 West Des Moines
 Windsor Heights
Cole-Belin Education
 Foundation
Corteva Agriscience
WT & Edna M Dahl Trust
Jo Ann Davis 
Easter Family Fund
Edward Jones
EMC Insurance Companies
Charles Farr
Allison & Jim Fleming
Charles Gabus Ford
Larry & Patsy Goetz
Kate Goldman Education Fund
Sally & Thomas Graf
Jeanne Hopson Angel
 Endowment Fund
Debbie & Michael Hubbell
Infomax Office Systems

Iowa Department of 
 Cultural Affairs
Barbara & William Keck
Dr James & 
 Mary Ellen Kimball
La Mie Bakery
Leachman Lumber Co.
Judith A Lindquist
 Scholarship Fund I
Julie & Marshall Linn, III
Meredith Corporation
 Foundation 
MidAmerican Energy Company
Nationwide Insurance
Susan Moore 
Principal Charity Classic
Principal®
R & R Realty Group Foundation
Renee & Steve Schaaf
George & Laura* Sparks
Jan & Layton Stump
UnityPoint Health
Linda & Bill Weidmaier
Workspace, Inc.
Thomas R Zucker
 Charitable Trust

Producer ($2,500+)
Anonymous
Jack K Ayre & Frank Ayre Lee
 Theatre Foundation
Bankers Trust
Joanne & Milt Brown 
Artistic Excellence Fund
Linda J Cohen
EMC Insurance Companies 
John Fisher & Jann Freed
Rosalie Gallagher
Ann & Michael Gersie
Molly & Tyler Hackman
Hubbell Realty Company
Hy-Vee
David & Barbara Kilpatrick

Dale Klocksiem
Mark & Holly Lyons
Russ & Mary Marshall
Jane E Meyer
Prairie Meadows
Darlene & Mark Pullen
John Ruan Foundation Trust
Pat & Lou Schneider
Sehgal Foundation
Mark Smith & Artis Reis
Roger & Sändra Spahr
John Viars Endowment
David & Barbara White

Director ($1,000+)
Anonymous
Nick & Liz Andersen
Cory & Emily Abbas
Stu Bassman & Sheryl Hanson
Charles & Mary Jean Bischof
Bookey Education Intern Fund
Darca Boom & Dennis Klein
Tracy Miksell Branch &
 Craig Branch
Steve & Katie Brooks
Paul & Kathleen Brown
 Foundation
Jennifer & TJ Bryant
Jan Burch & Robert Mitchell
Businessolver Foundation
James & Janine Clark
Joseph M Comito
Community Foundation of
 Greater Des Moines
Robert L Culbert & 
 Lynne Paulsen
Philip Dorweiler
Tracy & William Ekhardt
Toni K Farris
Gloria & Art Filean
Londa & Michael Fuller
Angela & Terry Gallagher
Debra L Garner & 
 John S Richards

John & Ann Ghrist Family
  Foundation
Scott Gire & Steven Linn
Tom & Cathy Goldman
Lynn & Steve Graves
John & Lori Hackett
Begie Hefner
Carol Hendrick & Jon Duvick
Dixie Lee & Will Hoekman
David (Ken) & 
 Mary Beth Hughes
ITA Group
Vicki Jahr
Dan & Mary Kelly
Tamara & Marty Kenworthy
Shirley E Kleywegt
Kum & Go
Meyer & Jen Lehman
Rod & Julie McCullough
McGill Junge Wealth 
 Management
Merchants Bonding 
 Company Foundation
Ginger & Terry Monson
Phyllis Mumford-Sovern & 
 Kent Sovern
Candice Nardini
Gerry & Mary Lou Neugent
Shelley & James Noyce
Henry G & Norma A 
 Peterson Charitable Trust
Anastasia Polydoran
Ruth Quinn
Suku & Dr. Mary Radia
The Rassmussen Foundation
Peter & Rita Reed
Dianne S Riley
Charles & Kathy Safris
Shane & Elisabeth Sandersfeld
Richard & Carolyn Santi
Mary & Stan Seidler
Bruce & Celeste Stoltze
Jeff & Susan Stroud
Edward & Nancy Truslow 
John & Maryann Vedder

Director’s Circle
Donors who generously support The Playhouse at the $1,000 level 
and above annually qualify for the Director’s Circle.

To make a donation, please contact: 

Ryan Crane
Director of Philanthropy
515.974.5370
rcrane@dmplayhouse.com

Donors listed are current from March 1, 2021 to 
December 31, 2021. Thank

You!
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DONORS

Dale & Eneken* Wakelin
Lori & Tom Walton
The Weathertop Foundation
Jeanette Webb
Julie West & Brent Isenberger
Malinda Wiesner & 
 Gary Hammerstrom
Lois Wilcox-Gambill
Woodard Hearing Centers
Krenio P Wright

Leading Player ($500+)
Frederick L Ahr
Kelly Anderson
Joan & Bruce Bever
Linda Blair
Timothy & Wanda Blount
Diane Bunten
Ken Cheyne
Rosemary Chiodo
Abigail Chungath
Brendan & Christine Comito
Jeffrey Couch
Ryan Crane
Eileen & Keith Denner
Des Moines Mercantile
Rob & Lizzy Dixon
Nancy & Robert Goldhammer
The Green Family Fund
Pat Henson
Robert & Sharon Holz
Bari Hoskins
John Iles
Donna L Kelling
Jeanne Kilpatrick*
Ann & Shane Kramer
Kerrie Lee & Rob Vasiloff
Joanna & Timothy Lowe
Susie & Dick McCauley
Jan & John Mechem
Gavin Mitchell
Aaron Moon & 
 Joey Taylor-Moon
Theresa Nash
Anne Petrie
Sheila & Tom Pflanz
Rosemary Rutledge
Molly Schott
Robert & Jean Shires
Jill & Dan Stevenson
Marc & Evon Swanson
Dawn Taylor
Kent & Joann Tipping
Mike & Diane Versackas
John & Sheryl Viars
Lloyd C & Julie Von Hagen
Jim & Elaine Watkins-Miller
Harvey & Rita Weinberg
Mary E Whisenand
Dee Willemsen

Ensemble ($100+)
Anonymous
Benjamin Allen & 
 Marguerite Fitch
Jim* & Jeanella Arthur

Ann Atkin
Linda Avraamides
Betty Baker
Shawn & Melissa Baker
Lee Ann Bakros
Jill Bassman & Jeff Lamson
Sally & Dennis Bates
Ann & Donald D. Beeson
William Bergeth
LuCinda & Brad Beltman
Stacie Bendixen
Adam & Tricia Berry
Callie Bierman
Alan Bisgrove
Betsy Blades
Dirk & Michelle Bliss
Jeanette Bodermann
Connie & Ted Boesen
Meredith & Robert Boesen
UJ & Linda Booth
Andrea & Nate Boulton
Jennifer Braafhart
Erica & Matt Bral
Erin & Chad Breheny
Mary Bricker & Joe Smith
Greg & Susan Bridge
Robert & Angela Brinkmann
Christy & Jim Brown
Jessica & Brenton Brown
John & Michele Marie Brown
Sharon Brummer
Marcia Brunson
Dr Cleveland E & 
 Linda K Bryant
Pilar Burg
Joan Burnett
Anita & Dick Calkins
Sean Canuso
Linda Carlson
Casey’s General Stores
Joyce & Rick Chapman
Melissa Chavas-Miller & 
 Dave Miller
Ann Cidoni
Alyssa & Mike Clabaugh
John & Holly Clark
Mark Clark & Katie Roth
Tom Clark
Sydney J Coder
Mathew & Suzy Coen
Beckett Conrey
Norma Cook
Mark & Judi Cooper
Sally Cooper Smith
Jeff & Meg Courter
Susan K Crum & 
 Kathy Osmann
Lisa Culp
Deb Cupples
Connor Daily
Paul & Susan Davis
Melanie Dayton
Michelle Delury
Cicily Dennis
John Dentlinger
Sue Dittmer & Bonnie Hodson
Sara & Tom Doruska
Jim & Beverly Dowis
Al & Ruth Downey
Therese Drey
Linda & Daniel Dunham

Scott & Vickey Durham
William Ehm & Rose Ann Shea
John Ekstrand
Verla Elliott
William & Sherrie Engel
Deb & W A Eyestone
Joleen Fairbank
William & Leona Farris
Nancy Fazio
Jane Flagler & 
 Charles Johnson
Jim Fogarty
Dean & Sue Forbes
Rachel Formaro
Anthony & Marla Forret
Taena Fowler & 
 Jonathan Greising
Christine & Steve Fraher
RuthAnne Free
Donna Frerichs
Jeff Fuller & 
 Lucinda Wonderlich-Fuller
Joyce & Jerry Gamble
Sue & Steve Gibbons
Jolene & Shane Goodman
Kathryn Griffin
Cathy Grovenburg
Richard & Emily Guentert
Robert & Laurine Hackman
Steve & Cheryl Hamilton
Liz Hansen
Mark & Thalya Hanson
Wendell & Lois Harms
John Harrison
Ellen & David Harvey
Marilyn Harvey
Scott Haugh
Marta Hawkins
Sarah & James Hayes
Joyce Hegna
L Maria Heidebrecht & 
 Charlie Sovich
Beverly Heldt
JE Helgerson Family
Nealia & Dean Herberger
Marsha Herman
Vicki Hertko
John & Kim Hiatt
Brent & Renee Highfill
Amy Hollowbush
Rich & Trudi Holst
Joy Hong-Russell
Robert Hornbrook
Susan Hough
Phil Houle
Kristel Howell
Barbara Hoy
Hannah Israel
Diane & Bruce Janvrin
Al & Ann W Jennings
Charles Jenissen
Jaylene Jensen
Barbara John
Steve & Val Johnson
Bruce & Lyn Johnston
Anne & Mark Jung
Allaire Jutting
Michael* & Melissa Kellar
Kristi Kiefer & Jeff Reininga
Billie Kigin
Ann Kindwall & Ryan Glanzer

Angelyn King
Deanna Kirvin
Martha & Gordon Klatt
Kathy & Ron Klipfel
Karen & Kent Klopfenstein
Kathleen Koenig
Donald Kom
Michelle Kruse
Amy Landwehr & 
 Jeremy Feitelson
Jolene Laning
Diana Latch
Ann Leonard
Melinda Leseney
Cynthia Lettington
Tracy Levine
Chris & Bob Lewis
Cheryl & Greg Long
Roger & Donna Loof
Jenni Losee
The Lowe Company
Byron & Margaret Ludington
Eugene & Susan Lutz
Greg & Carol Madsen
Denny & Patty Maiers
Ronald Marr
Mary G Marshall
Debra Martin
Marcia & Terry Martin
Shirley McClelland
Chuck & Louise McDonald
Duff & Janet McFadden
Ann McGowan
John & Terri McIlhon
John & Karine McLaughlin
Michael & Robbie Meacham
Jim & Carol Meade
Bill & Dian Meek
Robert & Barbara Merrill
Linda & Dennis Miller
Liska Miller Scholarship for
  Continuing Education
Steven & Angela Miller
Jean Larson Minert
Dick & Sharon Montgomery
Patricia Moore
Polly Moore
Michael Morain
Candy Morgan
Mark Morrison
Anna & Bobby Nalean
Eolo & Debbie Nizzi
Mark & Jill Oman
Angela Ossian
Nikki Pantzlaff
Peter & Patricia Pashler
Jack & Jane Patton
Becky Patton-Quigley
Muriel Pemble
Eric Penberthy
Gloria Perry
Don & Gail Peterson
Arthur Phares
Cindy Piehl
Kathy Polson
Gregg Porter
Evan & Mary Potratz
Colleen Powell
Ellen Prust
Robert & Linda Railey
Karen Rebischke
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Karen & Griff Reese III
Lynn Reinicke
Dennis & Sandy Rich
Riesberg-Thorpe Family
Scott Riley
Alice Robertson & 
 Mark Toebben
Ellen Robinson
Sandra & Scott Rogers
Douglas Romig
Gina Rooney
Patrick & Michelle Rounds
Carolyn Ruggles
Chad & Amber Rutherford
Laurel & Mark Salem
Donald & Barbara Sanning
Patricia Schaefer
Max & Karen Schaeffer
John Schmidt & Deb Wiley
Johanna Schmitt
Mike Schneider
Paul & 
 Nicole Chavas Schwegler
Jaey L & Brenda Sedlacek
Jill Sedlacek
Clem & Mary Sevde
Chandrakant & Hasu Shah
Kris & Kevin Shay
Bruce & Barb Sherman
Craig & Kathy Shives
Amy Shumaker
Lynn & Amy Skarin
Bill & Jeanie Smith
Joe, Sara, & Evie Smith
Ruth Smith
Sally Sonnenburg
Jeff & Barb Spence
Tori Squires
Jane Stanley
State Farm
Diane Steggerda
Lisa & Frank Steinbach
Stephen & Martha Stephenson
Larry & Ellen Strachota
Herb & Joan Strentz
Adam Stuchel
Jean Swanson
Tilda Brown Swanson & 
 Dick Swanson
Joyce & Ben Swartz
Nikki & Jay Syverson
Marsha & Mike Szymczuk
Stacy T
Claudia & Jerry Tank
Sue & Bill Tell
Susan Thompson
Maureen Roach Tobin & 
 Terrence M Tobin Endow 
 Iowa Fund
Russ & Alana Trimble Family
Robert & Carole Turnquist
Clarence & Sue Twilley
Ann & Marty Ungs
Loren Uscilowski
Steve Van Brocklin
Saylor & Gregory Velasquez
Jennifer & Aaron Vermeer
Jennifer Vogelaar
Andreas Wahle
Brenda S Wajda
Nancy Waldman
Sally K Walsh

Richard & Linda Warren
Aaron Weinberg
Sarah Beth Weinberg
The Wellmark Foundation
Becca Wemhoff
Beth & Brian Willem
Charlotte Willis
Gigi Wilwerding
Heather Wince
Jim & Sandy Windsor
Robbie & Marvin Winick
Paul & Fonda Womack
Susan E Wright
Reg & Roberta Yoder

Partnership Program
Special thanks to the 
corporate partners who 
support John Viars 
Theatre and Kate Goldman 
Children’s Theatre 
productions.

Cabaret
Infomax

with their eyes: September 
11th: The View from a High 
School at Ground Zero
David R. & Barbara Kilpatrick
Principal ®

Escaping the Labyrinth 
Jack K Ayre & 
 Frank Ayre Lee Theatre 
 Foundation 
Mary & Russ Marshall
Mark & Darlene Pullen

Junie B. in Jingle Bells, 
Batman Smells!
Nationwide

The Sound of Music
Leachman Lumber Co.

Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive 
the Bus! The Musical!
Nationwide

Agatha Christie’s Murder 
on the Orient Express
Edward Jones

Charlotte’s Web
Nationwide

Singin’ in the Rain
Corteva Agriscience

Pippi Longstocking
Nationwide

Calendar Girls
AARP Iowa

Roald Dahl’s Matilda
EMC Insurance Companies

Pavilion Party
An event on June 29, 
2021, raised funds for Tent 
Theatre. Those listed below 
contributed at least $100 to 
the event.

Anonymous
Cory & Emily Abbas
Sarabeth & William Anderson
Bankers Trust
Jennifer & TJ Bryant
Darca Boom & Dennis Klein
Jim & Janine Clark
Carrie & Craig Dostal
EMC Insurance Companies
Gloria & Art Filean
Angela & Terry Gallagher
Rosalie Gallagher
Tom & Cathy Goldman
Lynn & Steve Graves
Hy-Vee
Dr James & 
 Mary Ellen Kimball
Dick & Susie McCauley
Rod & Julie McCullough
Jane Meyer
Jan Burch & Robert Mitchell
Taylor Moon Real Estate
Gerry & Mary Lou Neugent
Prairie Meadows
Suku & Mary Radia
Mark Smith & Artis Reis
Jeff & Susan Stroud 
Marc & Evon Swanson
Dawn Taylor
John & Sherryl Viars
Jeanette Webb
Julie West & Brent Isenberger

Tent Theatre
Lincoln Savings Bank
MidAmerican Energy Company
Phyllis Mumford-Sovern & 
 Kent Sovern
Jan & Layton Stump
Edward & Nancy Truslow

Spotlight Literacy
BRAVO Greater Des Moines
Joanne & Milt Brown 
 Artistic Excellence Fund
Cole-Belin Education 
 Foundation

Additional partnerships are 
available. 

Sustainers Club
Donors are recognized in 
the Sustainers Club when 
they make monthly or 
quarterly contributions at 
any level.

Lee Ann Bakros
Stacie Bendixen
Cleveland & Linda Bryant
Ann Cidoni
Judi & Mark Cooper

Ryan Crane
Debra Cupples
John Dentlinger
Sara & Tom Doruska
Leona & William Farris
Toni K Farris
Debra Garner & John Richards
Linda & Ron Gruss
Molly & Tyler Hackman
Marilyn Harvey
Scott Haugh
Kristel Howell
Steve & Val Johnson
David & Barbara Kilpatrick
Angelyn King
Kathleen Koenig
Kerrie Lee & Rob Vasiloff
Jen & Meyer Lehman
Katy Merriman
Jane E Meyer
Jim Miller
Carol Palmer & Dan Chase
Evan & Mary Potratz
Emily Rice
Ruth Smith
Steve Van Brocklin
Dale & Eneken* Wakelin
Betty Weber
Harvey & Rita Weinberg
Mary Whisenand
Susan E Wright
Paul & Fonda Womack

Contributed Gifts of 
Goods or Services 
($500 or more)
In-kind gifts and contributed 
goods or services made 
between Jan 1, 2021 and 
Dec 31, 2021

Connie & Ted Boesen
Cooper Smith & Company
Fareway Stores, Inc
Steve Gibbons Photography
Heuss Printing
Iowa PBS
Iowa Public Radio
Isenberger Photography
ITA Group
Carol & Greg Millar 

Tribute Program
The Tribute Program 
provides an opportunity to 
celebrate milestones such 
as birthdays, weddings, 
anniversaries and 
graduations. It can also be 
a way to honor the memory 
of friends and relatives. 
Names are listed for one 
year after the date of the 
donation.

In Honor of Jim Arthur
Jeanella Arthur

In Memory of Lorrie Baker

DONORS



4 THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON 5THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON

Janet Doherty
Douglas Karlen
Paul Meginnis
Georgia Robinson
Bob & Ronda Wissink

In Memory of Norma Bakros
Jane & Michael Ingraham

In Memory of Jo Berry
Lee Ann Bakros
Al & Ruth Downey
Joy Hong-Russell
Mark Morrison
Phyllis Mumford-Sovern & 
 Kent Sovern
Lloyd C & Julie Von Hagen

In Honor of Don & Leah 
Blair
Linda Blair 

In Memory of Edward J 
Byrnes
Mary Jo Brinkman

In Honor of Ryan “The 
Man” Crane
Dawn & Michael Schneider

In Memory of Joan Crowell
Dirk & Michelle Bliss
John & Jill Delashmutt 
 Bouslog
Lisa Culp
Barbara Hoy
Charles & Pamela Norelius
Mark & Mary Purtle
John Schmidt & Deb Wiley

In Honor of Jenna Darsee
Jan Hall

In Honor of Debbie 
Dentlinger

John Dentlinger

In Memory of Gerry Haugh
Scott Haugh

On Behalf of Malia Henrich
Cassandra Henrich

On Behalf of Trudi Holst, in 
Honor of Her Sister, Linda 
Brown
Kathryn & Tim Schott

In Memory of Brice Charles 
Janvrin
Diane & Bruce Janvrin

In Memory of Mary Jeanine  
John Ekstrand

In Memory of J Michael 
Kellar
Melissa Kellar
Mark Morrison
Lloyd C & Julie Von Hagen

In Memory of Jeanne 
Kilpatrick
Lee Ann Bakros
Deb Guntly
Marcie King
Joni & Steve Nicoll
Kathy Nutt
Walter & Shirley Sharp
West Des Moines 
 Community Church

In Memory of My Dad 
Katya Mednick

In Memory of Karen Morrow
PK & Stephen Gedden

In Honor of Carol Palmer & 
Dan Chase

Marianna Hall

In Honor of Mike Pantzlaff
Nikki Pantzlaff

In Honor of Playhouse 
Employees, Cast, and Crew
Margie & Jay Davidson

On Behalf of Pyramid 
Theatre & The Des Moines 
Playhouse
Renee & Steve Schaaf

In Honor of Ken Reams
Brian & Dawn Baldwin

In Memory of Alan Scherer
Anne Scherer

In Honor of The Sound of 
Music Cast & Crew
Anonymous

In Memory of Laura Sparks
Lee Ann Bakros
Amy Hollowbush
Jody Kanne
Kerrie Lee & Rob Vasiloff
Judith Rucker

In Honor of Maddox Wadja
Brenda S. Wadja

In Honor of Sarah Beth 
“Bee” Weinberg
Aaron Weinberg

In Honor of Mary Whisenand
Sherill Whisenand

On Behalf of Dane & Ellie 
Van Brocklin
Steve Van Brocklin

Heritage Club
(documented estate plan gift)
We recognize and honor 
those donors who have 
included The Playhouse as 
a beneficiary in their wills 
or estate plans. To learn 
more about this opportunity, 
please contact Ryan Crane, 
Director of Philanthropy, at 
rcrane@dmplayhouse.com 
or 515.974.5370.

Anonymous 
Lee Ann Bakros
Jim Benda
Ryan Bhattacharyya
Marcia Brunson
Sue Dittmer & 
 Bonnie Hodson
Al & Ruth Downey
Allison Engel
Charles & Marilyn* Farr
Bob & Jeanne* M Hopson
J Michael Kellar*
Gary Roberts
Rich & Terri Somsky
Stan & Jane Sondall
Lloyd C & Julie Von Hagen
Dale & Eneken* Wakelin
Mary E Whisenand
David* & Krenio Wright

An * indicates a deceased 
donor.

DONORS

Don’t see your name?  Those listed in this program have generously supported The Playhouse since March 1, 
2021. If we’ve made a mistake, please contact Katy McCaull at 515.974.5359 or  kmccaull@dmplayhouse.
com. Gifts of $100 or more are listed in every playbill throughout the season. Gifts under $100 are recognized 
in the spring musical playbill each year. 

TICKETS AT
DMPlayhouse.com

IN THE  
KATE GOLDMAN 

CHILDREN’S THEATRE

MARCH 4 – 20, 2022

THIS PRODUCTION IS  
GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY 

NATIONWIDE

http://dmplayhouse.com


6 THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON 7THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON

HOUSE INFORMATION

COVID-19 UNIQUE POLICIES
	 •	Based on CDC and state guidelines at the time 
of your event, protocols may include masks required 
regardless of vaccination, social distancing, or more.
	 •	Hand sanitizing stations are located throughout the 
lobbies for public use.
	 •	Guests with COVID-19 symptoms such as a 
temperature of 100.4°F or higher or other symptoms, 
either before or during a performance, are asked to leave 
and exchange their tickets for a later performance.
	 •	All tickets will be refunded or exchanged without fee 
upon request.
	 •	Programs are available in print and digitally. 

GENERAL PRACTICES
Accessibility 
The Playhouse strives to make its facility and 
performances accessible to all guests. Our theatres are 
wheelchair accessible. Service animals are welcome. 
Assisted listening devices are available in the John Viars 
Theatre. If your hearing aid has a T-coil, toggle to that 
setting to receive the audio signal directly without any 
headset or other equipment needed. ASL interpreted 
performances and audio description performances 
are available upon request. For these and other needs, 
please call the ticket office with specific service 
requests.

Cameras
The taking of photographs and the use of recording 
devices are not allowed during a performance and are a 
violation of state and federal copyright laws.

Cancellations
If a show is cancelled due to bad weather, an email will 
be sent to ticket holders. Cancellations will be noted 
on the phone system, website, and social media sites. 
Tickets for a cancelled performance may be exchanged 
for another performance. Please be sure the ticket office 
has your email information and current phone in the 
event a performance is cancelled. The Playhouse does 
not sell its contacts and does not sell or trade its email 
addresses.

Concessions
A variety of beverages and candy may be available for 
purchase and are allowed in auditoriums. No outside 
drink or food are allowed. Staff reserve the right to deny 
alcoholic beverage service to anyone at their discretion.

Elevator
An elevator between levels is located at the east end of 
the building.

Emergency Exits
Please note the exit nearest your seat location. In the 
event of an emergency, guest services staff will provide 
direction. 

Etiquette
Latecomers will be seated at an appropriate break in 
the play. Lobby chimes are sounded five minutes before 
curtain as well as the close of intermission. Disruptive, 
unruly guests, regardless of age, will be asked to leave. 
Cell phone ringers should be turned off.

Lost Items
Lost items will be held in the ticket office.

Parking
Free parking is available in The Playhouse lots and on 
streets surrounding the theatre. After 5:00 PM daily, 
free parking is available in the Shops at Roosevelt’s 
east/back parking lot. Parking in the west/front Shops 
parking lot is always restricted to Shops customers. The 
Playhouse is not responsible for loss of any personal 
property left in vehicles.

Performance Content
The Playhouse does not rate subject matter as 
sensitivities vary from person to person. Questions 
about content, age appropriateness, or other aspects 
of the show such as strobe lights and other theatrical 
affects should be directed to the ticket office.

Performance Schedule
The regular John Viars Theatre performance schedule 
is 7:30 PM Wednesdays through Saturdays and 2:00 PM 
Sundays. The regular Kate Goldman Children’s Theatre 
performance schedule is 7:00 PM Fridays, and 1:00 PM 
and 4:00 PM Saturdays and Sundays. The Family Holiday 
Classic performance schedule is 7:00 PM Wednesdays 
through Fridays, and 1:00 PM and 5:00 PM Saturdays 
and Sundays. All times are subject to change.

Preshow Talk
A preshow talk for each John Viars Theatre performance 
will begin 30 minutes prior to curtain in the west lobby.

Tickets
Each audience member must occupy a seat and have a 
ticket, including infants.

Ticket Office Hours
The ticket office is open Noon to 5:00 PM, Tuesdays 
through Fridays, and 90 minutes prior to performances. 
Tickets are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
online. Ticketing fees are the same whether purchased 
online, by phone, or at the ticket office.

Ticket office and  
administrative office:  

515-277-6261

Group sales reservations:  
515-277-6261

School matinee reservations:  
515-974-5365DMPlayhouse.com

TELECOIL HEARING LOOP
If your hearing aid has a T-coil, please toggle to that setting 
to receive our audio signal directly without any headset or 
other equipment needed!

If you are uncertain whether or not your hearing aid has a 
T-coil, ask your audiologist at your next appointment.

HEARING LOOP TECHNOLOGY 
MADE POSSIBLE WITH 

ASSISTANCE FROM:

HEADSETS PROVIDED WITH ASSISTANCE FROM:

Des Moines  
Community Playhouse
831 42nd Street 
Des Moines, IA 50312

  DMPlayhouse

 dmplayhouse_



6 THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON 7THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON

http://www.iowapublicradio.org


8 THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON 9THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON

Murder on the Orient Express is one of the best loved 
Agatha Christie novels chronicling the many cases 
of the famed fictional detective, Hercule Poirot. 
(That’s “hair-KYEWL pwa-ROW” for those of you at 
home who want to say it correctly, but don’t check 
me against a Belgian.) The journey of the story from 
an idea in Christie’s young and calculating mind to 
the version you see today begins in Christie’s youth, 
when she was encouraged by her sister, Madge, 
to write her own detective story. Fascinated by Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle’s stories of Sherlock Holmes, 
Christie finished her own first mystery in 1920 titled 
The Mysterious Affair at Styles. Christie became 
a prolific and well-loved author, but in a filmed 
interview was once asked which was the best Poirot 
novel. After responding, “Oh dear, that’s a tall order!” 
she revealed that it was probably Murder on the 
Orient Express.

In addition to being her first publication, The 
Mysterious Affair at Styles was also the first 
story to introduce readers to Hercule Poirot. The 
character Colonel Hastings was the first to provide a 
description of the odd little detective: 

Poirot was an extraordinary-looking little man. 
He was hardly more than five feet four inches, 
but carried himself with great dignity. His head 
was exactly the shape of an egg, and he always 
perched it a little on one side. His moustache 
was very stiff and military. The neatness of his 
attire was almost incredible. I believe a speck of 
dust would have caused him more pain than a 
bullet would. 

Poirot is clean, calculating, and takes great care to 
conceal his grey hair and immaculately groom his 
moustache, which nearly has a following all on its 
own.

The world-famous fictional detective has been played 
by many throughout the years, most notably by 
Albert Finney in the 1975 film adaptation of Murder 
on the Orient Express. This film also earned Ingrid 
Bergman a 1974 Academy Award for her role as 
Greta Ohlsson. Kenneth Branagh directed and starred 
in the 2017 film adaptation that featured a star-
studded cast including Johnny Depp as Ratchett, 

Michelle Pfeiffer as Mrs. Hubbard, Penélope Cruz 
as Pilar (a Spanish version of Greta Ohlsson), Judi 
Dench as Princess Dragmiroff, Derek Jacobi, Leslie 
Odom Jr., Josh Gad, Olivia Colman, Daisy Ridley, and 
more. 

Charles Laughton was the first actor to portray Poirot 
on stage, in 1928, in an adaptation of The Murder of 
Roger Ackroyd called Alibi. We know, of course, that 
Murder on the Orient Express has also been adapted 
for the stage. Ken Ludwig (author of Lend Me a 
Tenor, Baskerville: A Sherlock Holmes Mystery, and 
so many more) adapted Agatha Christie’s story for 
the stage and it premiered at the McCarter Theatre 
in Princeton, NJ, in March 2017. It has since been 
produced countless times throughout the nation.

Hercule Poirot became such a well-known character 
that his “death” was published in The New York Times 
in 1975 in anticipation of Christie’s final Poirot story, 
Curtain: Poirot’s Last Case. This was the first time a 
fictional character was given a front-page obituary in 
The New York Times. In total, Agatha Christie wrote 
33 original novels and 50 short stories featuring the 
famous Poirot. 

Some stories and characters are lasting, and Poirot 
most certainly seems to fit that description. We are 
thrilled to bring one of Agatha Christie’s mysteries to 
life for you, led by this beloved, quirky detective.

Sources used include agathachristie.com and Wikipedia.

ABOUT

AGATHA CHRISTIE'S 
MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS

Katy Merriman, Playhouse Artistic Director

David Suchet as Hercule Poirot in ITV Studio’s series Agatha 
Christie’s Poirot
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Cooper Smith and Company is proud to provide The Des 
Moines Playhouse with creative marketing strategies and 

brand based communications for over 10 years!

coopersmithco.com

515.360.9179

@brentisenbergerphotography

@isenbeephoto

@photoizy

http://www.coopersmithco.com
http://www.isenbergerphoto.com
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Join us for our 2021-22 Season!
 
SEASON DEBUT: BEETHOVEN’S FIFTH 
SAT SEP 25 7:30PM / SUN SEP 26 2:30PM

REVOLUTION: THE MUSIC OF THE BEATLES 
SAT OCT 9 7:30PM

TCHAIKOVSKY’S FOURTH 
SAT OCT 23 7:30PM / SUN OCT 24 2:30PM

BEETHOVEN’S VIOLIN CONCERTO 
SAT NOV 20 7:30PM / SUN NOV 21 2:30PM

NEW YEAR’S EVE POPS: THE MUSIC OF ELTON JOHN 
FRI DEC 31 8:00PM

CARMINA BURANA 
SAT JAN 8 7:30PM / SUN JAN 9 2:30PM

IMMORTAL BELOVED 
SAT JAN 29 7:30PM / SUN JAN 30 2:30PM

BEETHOVEN & SHOSTAKOVICH 
SAT MAR 19 7:30PM / SUN MAR 20 2:30PM

BEETHOVEN’S NINTH 
SAT APR 9 7:30PM / SUN APR 10 2:30PM

BERNADETTE PETERS IN CONCERT 
SAT APR 30 7:30PM

SEASON FINALE: PICTURES AT AN EXHIBITION 
SAT MAY 7 7:30PM / SUN MAY 8 2:30PM

DMSYMPHONY.ORG

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Edward jones is proud to support the
des moines community playhouse’s

 production of

http://www.dmsymphony.org
http://www.edwardjones.com
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Charles Betts (Michel the Conductor) 
has been involved with community 
theatres throughout Iowa, acting, 
directing, designing and building 
sets, applying make-up, selecting 
costumes, designing lights, selling 
tickets, raising funds, and serving on 

boards of directors. For Great River Players in Keokuk, he 
directed Ethan Frome and Inherit the Wind, and played his 
favorite stage role, Otto Frank in The Diary of Anne Frank. 
Chuck and his wife of 53 years, Carole, enjoy spending 
time with their granddaughters, Vaughn and Flynn.

Vivian Rosalie Coleman (Voiceover: 
Daisy) is a sixth grader at Johnston’s 
Summit Middle School who enjoys 
acting, singing, and dancing. Her 
Playhouse credits include Marta in 
The Sound of Music and Annie Carroll/
Susan Walker in Playhouse on the 

Air Presents: Miracle on 34th Street. Other stage credits 
include Snow White in Disney’s Descendants The Musical 
at Des Moines Young Artists’ Theatre and Small Brave 
Girl, a favorite role, in Peter Pan Jr. at CAP.

Kersten Daubitz (Voiceover: Mom, 
Nanny) was on The Playhouse stage 
as a youth in Pippi Longstocking and 
most recently was Sister Sophia in 
The Sound of Music. While earning 
her Bachelor of Music Education 
degree at Iowa State University, she 

performed in Into the Woods (Rapunzel) and Fiddler on 
the Roof (Chava). Kersten is a K-5 music teacher with 
Waukee Community School District and earning her 
Master of Music Education from the University of St. 
Thomas.

Cedric Fevrier (Hercule Poirot) 
has been active in area theatres, 
appearing in The Boxcar Children, 
Curtains, and more at The Playhouse; 
Caucus! The Musical with Right Brain 
Productions; and Disney’s Beauty and 
the Beast (Cogsworth) at Urbandale 

Community Theatre. He has stage managed at The 
Playhouse and Tallgrass Theatre Company. Cedric is a 
chef and substitute teacher. He plays guitar and bass, is 
a golfer, is a Freemason, enjoys fine scotch and cigars, 
and collects 78 records and James Bond memorabilia. 

Michael Garrison (Samuel Ratchett) 
counts among his Playhouse shows 
Billy Elliot The Musical, Meredith 
Willson’s The Music Man (Charlie 
Cowell), and Sunset Boulevard. He has 
co-directed at Newton Community 
Theatre, played George Banks in Mary 

Poppins at Knoxville Community Theatre, and played his 

favorite role, Juror 3, in 12 Angry Men at Union Street 
Players (Pella). Michael is a new business representative 
at Athene and likes singing karaoke and playing video 
games.

Jonathan Garton (Marcel, Head 
Waiter/Assistant Stage Manager) is 
back at the theatre after a long hiatus. 
At Iowa State University, he worked on 
the crew for shows at Fisher Theatre 
and had a summer internship with 
Des Moines Metro Opera. His favorite 

theatre experience was squeezing into a TV cart and 
wheeling a projection around the stage for Rosencrantz 
and Guildenstern are Dead. An avid photographer, 
Jonathan’s day job is with the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources. He and his husband, Nenad, have two 
children, Milos and Sofia.

Katie Hughes (Greta Ohlsson) is a 
graphic designer who also enjoys 
the fiber arts. While at Central 
College in Pella, she created a John 
Wayne bunny rabbit costume for 
Abstnercranth and appeared onstage 
as Penelope Pennywise in Urinetown 

The Musical. As an alum, she designed posters and 
programs for That Day in Tuscan and was costume 
designer for Illusions. Katie says she’s excited to share 
the stage with her brother-in-law, Sylvain Vroland. Even if 
he isn’t in-person, she hears him wishing her a “safe trip” 
each performance.

Nathan Jorgensen (Hector 
MacQueen) has a long history with 
The Playhouse, making his stage 
debut while a high schooler in Tuck 
Everlasting and more recently in 
the Summer 2020 Drive-In Theatre 
production of Rounding Third. He has 

worked on most backstage crews and directed several 
children’s theatre shows. Nate is co-director of HOPE 
Drama Troupe and on the theatre’s education staff. He 
teaches at Waukee High School and is earning his M.A. in 
theatre directing from Roosevelt University (Chicago).

Sean Kanuso (Monsieur Bouc) 
studied at the William Esper Acting 
Studio in New York City. His extensive 
credits include Repertory Theater of 
America’s national tours of Barefoot 
in the Park and The Drunkard, and 
Last Thursday at Madison Avenue 

Theater (New York City). Last season at The Playhouse, 
he appeared in Weekend Comedy and A Love Offering, 
a co-production with Pyramid Theatre Company. Sean 
and his wife, Amy, have two sons, Caeden and Logan. A 
stay-at-home dad, Sean enjoys golfing, scuba diving, and 
traveling.

CAST NOTES
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Jonah Kruse (Voiceover: Dad/
Assistant Director), aka Silas, has 
been involved at The Playhouse 
as a student, including Second 
Saturday teen improvisation nights, 
and audience member. Wanting to 
get more involved, he filled out the 

volunteer interest form on the theatre’s website and 
the rest is history. At Grand View University, he directed 
Baggage and designed lights and sound for other shows. 
Jonah is an AmeriCorps VISTA member with Gateway 
Dance Theatre. He has a career in directing which he 
plans to further in films and TV and is creating a TV show 
with a friend.

Michael Meacham (Voiceover: Man, 
Radio Belgrade/Sound Designer) has 
54 years of experience as a voice 
actor and sound designer for radio, 
TV, video, and live theatre, and a more 
than 25 years association with The 
Playhouse. Audiences will recognize 

him from roles as varied as Mr. Van Daan in The Diary 
of Anne Frank (1997-98 season) to Buster in Misery, and 
Grandpa in You Can’t Take It with You (2016 Dionysos 
Award recipient). Michael likes to travel, play classical 
trumpet, and garden, and is a photographer. He and his 
wife, Robbie, have two dogs and two cats and they all 
often spend time camping together.

Cate Miller (Helen Hubbard) is an 
English teacher at Des Moines Public 
Schools’ Central Academy who likes 
reading, creative writing, and almost 
anything outdoors. She and her 
husband, Paul, met at The Playhouse 
when he played Mr. Keller to her Mrs. 

Keller in The Miracle Worker. Later they played siblings in 
Anne of Green Gables. Cate says that while Rosalind in 
As You Like It (Drama Workshop) was a wonderful part to 
play, she is enjoying the comedic side of Helen Hubbard. 
Cate and Paul have a daughter, Taylor.

Katie Saldanha (Countess Andrenyi) 
studied theatre at Hope College 
(Holland, MI) where among her 
favorite roles were Titania in A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream and the 
title role in Miss Julie. She has spent 
the last 12 years as a stay-at-home 

mom to her hilarious children, Eisley, Thatcher, and 
Cohen. She adores writing and performing in skits and 
making ridiculous videos for the children’s ministry at 
Cottage Grove Church. Her all-time favorite person is her 
wonderful husband, Chris, who encouraged her to try out 
for this show.

Donna Scarfe (Princess Dragomiroff) 
was in the film The Miracle Worker at 
age 7, studied ballet on a Fulbright 
Fellowship in Romania, acted with the 
National Theatre of the Deaf and Deaf 
West, and is a certified sign language 
interpreter. At The Playhouse her 

shows include Rosa Parks, The Miracle Worker, and 
Plaza Suite. She is a founding member of the Iowa Stage 
Theatre Company where her shows include Crowns, 
God of Carnage, and King Lear. She owns Fyne Hats By 
Felicity which creates period and contemporary hats.

Evan Schettler (Colonel Arbuthnot) 
made his Playhouse debut as Herr 
Zeller in The Sound of Music. He has 
numerous credits at Simpson College, 
where he earned his bachelor’s 
degree in music education, including 
The Pirate King in The Pirates of 

Penzance, Polyphemus in Acis and Galatea, and Tartuccio 
in Prospera’s Island. Evan’s interests range from running 
and practicing yoga to video games and Dungeons and 
Dragons.

Jaclyn Stiller (Mary Debenham) is 
making her Playhouse debut. Her 
credits in college and community 
theatres include Belle in Disney’s 
Beauty and the Beast (State Street 
Theater, New Ulm, MN), and at Iowa 
State University Theatre, Mary Todd 

Lincoln in Chasing George Washington and Emily Webb 
in Our Town. She received a KCACTF Irene Ryan Award 
nomination for the latter. When not at the theatre, Jaclyn 
is making tape stickier as a process engineer for 3M. She 
enjoys baking, singing, painting, and yoga.

Sylvain Vroland is excited to make 
his American stage debut – thanks 
to sister-in-law Katie Hughes – with 
The Playhouse. He currently lives 
in Orleans, France, with his wife, 
Erin, and their two cats. He works 
as a software engineer and enjoys 

cooking for his growing family and friends. Je suis 
touché par le fait que vous ayez pris le temps de traduire 
ça. Malheureusement, et j’en suis sincèrement navré pour 
vous, ça ne vallait pas le coup.

David R. Kilpatrick (Director)  has 
been part of The Playhouse since May 
2017. David’s career has included 
producing artistic director of a small 
professional theatre, owner of a 
dinner theatre, production manager, 
director, lighting designer and 

professional stage manager. David’s past productions 
at the Playhouse include Weekend Comedy, Leaving 

CAST NOTES
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Iowa (co-director), Rounding Third, Disney's Newsies 
and Mamma Mia! Other favorite directing experiences 
include Titanic, The Dining Room, Boeing, Boeing and 
Sideways Stories from Wayside School to name a few.  
His education includes degrees from George Mason 
University, Missouri State and University of Missouri, 
where his dissertation was the exploration of the 
audience as it prepares for the show. 

Nicholas Amundson (Scenic/
Projections Designer) earned his B.F.A 
in theatre design and technology 
from the University of South Dakota. 
Working on theatre all over town, 
he has designed in many different 
styles with StageWest Theatre 

Company (Ugly Lies the Bone, Marjorie Prime), Des 
Moines Young Artists’ Theatre (The Hobbit, James and 
the Giant Peach Jr.), Noce (bare: A Pop Opera), and Kata 
Klysmic Productions (The Rocky Horror Show, Reefer 
Madness). He served as scenic designer for The New 
Mel Brooks Musical Young Frankenstein, Roald Dahl’s 
Willy Wonka, A Chorus Line, Choices, Disney’s The Little 
Mermaid, Ragtime, Catch Me If You Can and many more 
at The Playhouse. In the 2019-20 season, he directed 
and designed James and the Giant Peach in the Kate 
Goldman Children’s Theatre. His favorite thing about 
theatre is creating out-of-the-box ways to present a story 
that gives the audience something fun to experience.

Angela Lampe (Costume Designer/
Associate Artistic Director) began 
her tenure with The Playhouse in 
1993 and has designed costumes, 
sets, and props for nearly 300 
productions including Guys and Dolls, 
Meredith Willson’s The Music Man, A 

Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder, Ella Enchanted, 
The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane, Ragtime, 
Les Misérables, Disney’s The Little Mermaid, West 
Side Story, Into the Woods, A Streetcar Named Desire, 
Sunset Boulevard, and Hairspray. She has a B.A. from 
Central College in Pella and a M.F.A. in theatre from the 
University of Nebraska. She is the recipient of four Cloris 
Awards for excellence in costuming and puppetry.

Amanda Pichler (Lighting Designer) 
designed the lights for The Playhouse 
productions of The Diary of Anne 
Frank and Catch Me If You Can. She 
is an actor with Des Moines improv 
troupe Comedy Xperiment. With an 
M.A.T. in theatre education from 

Brenau University (Gainesville, GA), Amanda works as 
the Staplin Performing Arts Center manager at Valley 
High School. When not at the theatre, she can be found 
visiting national parks, backpacking, hiking, biking, and 
taking photographs.

Carski Studios (Video Designer) is 
an independent art studio founded in 
the heart of Beaverdale. Co-owned 
by Mark and Sarah Carson, Carski 
Studios focuses primarily on fine 
art, illustrations, and storytelling. 
They have an online shop, www.

thecarskishop.com, selling original pieces, high quality 
giclee prints, merchandise, commission options, and 
more. Mark and Sarah also recently started a Patreon 
page where you can get even more cool stuff: www.
patreon.com/carskistudios.

Allyson Braun (Properties Designer) 
returned to the world of props design 
– an art she had done for four years 
at North Central College (Naperville, 
IL) – with The Playhouse’s summer 
tent theatre productions of Godspell, 
Plaza Suite, and Polkadots: The Cool 

Kids Musical. This fall, she was properties designer for 
Escaping the Labyrinth. Her most recent Playhouse stage 
role was Ella in Ella Enchanted. Allyson is COO of Merkle 
Retirement Planning and lives in Beaverdale with her 
husband, Ian, and their two cats.

Pilar Burg (Stage Manager) first 
got involved at The Playhouse as 
assistant stage manager for Elf – The 
Musical in 2018. Since then, she has 
worked on the stage management 
team or as followspot operator 
for Catch Me If You Can; Disney’s 

Newsies; A Christmas Story, The Musical; Singin’ in 
the Rain; Weekend Comedy; and The Velveteen Rabbit. 
She received a Playhouse 2018 Volunteer of the Year 
Dionysos Award. A data transfer analyst at MMC, Pilar 
likes beading, sewing, cross stitching, and reading in 
her spare time. She and her husband, Trent, have two 
children, Lydia and Gavin.

Stephanie Schneider (Intimacy 
Director) is an intimacy director and 
performer based in Des Moines. Her 
intimacy direction credits include 
Plaza Suite, Singin’ in the Rain, and 
I and You at The Playhouse, The 
Bridges of Madison County Concert 

Version at Tallgrass Theatre Company, Atlas of Mud at 
Theatre Midwest, and The Cake at Iowa Stage Theatre 
Company. She has also done intimacy coordination for 
local Iowa films. Stephanie is passionate about bringing 
intimacy direction to the theatre and film community in 
Des Moines and hopes that it spreads across Iowa. She 
welcomes questions about the work and asks those 
interested to reach out on social media. Recent acting 
credits include Singin’ in the Rain (Kathy) and A Christmas 
Story: The Musical (Miss Shields) at The Playhouse. 
Represented by the Peak Agency and Talent Unlimited, 
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she works in film, improv, and voice-over as well. When 
not performing, you can find her reading, nerding out 
on Star Wars, spending time outdoors, and playing 
Dungeons and Dragons.

Ken Ludwig (Playwright) has had 
six shows on Broadway, seven in 
London’s West End, and many of 
his works have become a standard 
part of the American repertoire. His 
28 plays and musicals have been 
performed in over 30 countries in 

more than 20 languages and are produced throughout 
the United States every night of the year. Lend Me a 
Tenor won two Tony Awards and was called “one of the 
classic comedies of the 20th century” by The Washington 
Post. Crazy For You was on Broadway for five years and 
won the Tony and Olivier Awards for Best Musical. In 
addition, he has won the Edgar Award for Best Mystery of 
the Year, two Laurence Olivier Awards, two Helen Hayes 
Awards, and the Edwin Forrest Award for Contributions 
to the American Theater. His plays have starred, among 
others, Alec Baldwin, Carol Burnett, Tony Shaloub, Joan 
Collins, and Hal Holbrook. His stage version of Murder on 
the Orient Express was written expressly at the request 
of the Agatha Christie Estate. His latest play, Dear Jack, 
Dear Louise, won the 2020 Charles MacArthur Award for 
Best New Play of the Year and is optioned for Broadway. 
His book How to Teach Your Children Shakespeare, 
published by Penguin Random House, won the Falstaff 
Award for Best Shakespeare Book of the Year, and his 
essays are published in the Yale Review. He is a graduate 
of Harvard and Cambridge and is a frequent guest 
speaker for groups as varied as The Oxford-Cambridge 
Society, The Jane Austen Society of North America, 
The Folger Shakespeare Library, and The Baker Street 
Irregulars. www.kenludwig.com

Agatha Christie (Author) is the 
author not only of The Mousetrap, 
the longest running stage production 
in history, but also Witness for the 
Prosecution and And Then There 
Were None, to name but a few of her 
greatest stage successes. Her novels 

have sold more than 2 billion copies around the world, 
and she is only outsold by the Bible and Shakespeare. 
Born in 1890 in Torquay, Devon, England, to an American 
father and English mother, she wrote her first play, Black 
Coffee, (the only play in which she chose to feature 
Poirot) in 1930, having been disappointed by the way The 
Murder of Roger Ackroyd had been adapted into Alibi in 
1928. She adapted her bestselling novel And Then 
There Were None for stage in 1943, giving it a different 
ending, followed by, in quick succession, Appointment 
with Death (1945), Murder on the Nile (1946), and The 
Hollow (1951). With The Mousetrap (1952), Witness for 
the Prosecution (1953), and Spider’s Web (1954), she 
became the only female playwright to have three plays 

running in the West End at the same time. Later plays 
include Towards Zero (1956) co-adapted with Gerald 
Verner, Verdict (1958) possibly her most unusual play, 
Go Back for Murder (1960), and Rule of Three (1962) a 
series of three one-act plays. After a hugely successful 
career and a wonderful life, Ms. Christie died peacefully 
on 12 January 1976. You can read Agatha Christie’s 
own account of her life in An Autobiography, which 
was published after her death in 1977. Agatha Christie 
Limited (ACL) has been managing the literary and media 
rights to Agatha Christie›s works around the world 
since 1955, when the company was set up by Christie 
herself. ACL works with the best talents on stage, in film, 
television, publishing, and on digital platforms to ensure 
that Christie’s work continues to reach new audiences 
in innovative ways and to the highest standard. 
The company is currently managed by Christie’s 
great-grandson, James Prichard. Recent theatre 
collaborations include the critically acclaimed Witness 
for the Prosecution at County Hall in London, working 
with Eleanor Lloyd Productions and Rebecca Stafford 
Productions, and Murder on the Orient Express adapted 
by Ken Ludwig, with productions at McCarter Theatre 
in Princeton and Hartford, Connecticut, USA. ACL also 
works closely with international theatre companies 
developing in-territory stage productions.

Katy Merriman (Artistic Director) has 
been an active member of the local 
theatre community since moving to 
Des Moines in 2013. Her Playhouse 
directing credits include the recent 
co-production with Pyramid Theatre 
Company, A Love Offering (co-directed 

with Tiffany Johnson), Some Enchanted Evening, Stuart 
Little, I and You, The Roommate, Love Letters, and 
Elephant & Piggie’s “We Are in a Play!” Prior to becoming 
artistic director, Katy appeared on The Playhouse stage 
in shows including Into the Woods (Cinderella), Les 
Misérables (Cosette), Completeness (Molly), and Legally 
Blonde the Musical (Elle Woods) and was the musical 
director for The Playhouse Performance Academy from 
2016 to 2018. Katy worked with Iowa Stage Theatre 
Company as a resident artist where her performance 
credits include The Glass Menagerie (Laura) and Our 
Town (Emily). She also directed their 2018 production of 
Fun Home. Prior to her time in Des Moines, Katy worked 
with numerous theatres as a performer, director, and 
administrator. She has a Bachelor of Music from Butler 
University in Indianapolis, IN.
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A melodic rock station with soul; a musical melting pot, blending rock and roll 
with jazz and soul; stirring in some blues and acoustic music, and 
with world beat and reggae. KFMG features musicians who live in our town 

and our state, and musicians who are coming to our town. 
We are as musically diverse as our city and our listeners, 

and we invite you to join us.

 98.9FM

THIS PRODUCTION IS 
GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY

CORTEVA AGRISCIENCE

IN THE  
JOHN VIARS THEATRE

What a 
glorious 
feeling!

March 25 –  
April 10, 2022

FOR TICKETS:

515.277.6261
DMPlayhouse.com   

http://www.kfmg.org
http://dmplayhouse.com
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Technical Director: Nicholas 
Amundson

Run Crew: Troy Ellerbroek, 
Sophia Garton

Sound Board Operator: Jonah 
Kruse

Light Board Operator/
Projections Operator: Pilar Burg

Set Construction: Nicholas 
Amundson, Jonathan Garton, 
Darique Rodriquez, Jason 
Stanbro, JP Ungs

Scenic Painter: Nicholas 
Amundson

Set Painting: Kathleen Baustian, 
Elaine Lindgren, Darlene Pullen

Hair: Lora Scrignoli Cesana, 
Nicholas Root

Master Electrician: Anna Uzel

Light Crew: Eli Bettenhausen, 
Seren Castellano, Alec 
Ferchen, Sam Johnson, Virgil 

Kleinhesselink, Jaden Ladd, 
Max Shrum

Playhouse Audition Crew: Toni 
Farris, Brandon Record

Playhouse Ambassadors: Judy 
Blessington, Mary Bricker, 
Annette Duffy, Alma Hackbart, 
Pat Henson, Jolene Huen, 
Jean Leibold, Sunny Liston, 
Mary Marshall, Mark Morrison, 
Becky Scholtec, Mary 
Whisenand, Sherill Whisenand

Playhouse Partners: Dani 
Boal, Mary Bricker, Edward 
Corpus, Peter Dean, Denise 
Forney, Anne Frett, Pam 
Gabby, Michael Howland, Jill 
Lippincott, Rebecca Masucci, 
Greg Millar, Mark Morrison, 
Charlie Reese, Maxwell 
Schaeffer, Jackie Schmillen, 
Tony Tandeski, Josh Visnapuu, 
Eva Williams

Playhouse Photographers: Steve 
Gibbons, Brent Isenberger

Playhouse Historians: Mark 
Morrison, Lloyd Von Hagen
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THE SOUND OF MUSIC SPECIAL 
THANKS
Do to print deadlines, these 
individuals could not be 
acknowledged in the previous 
playbill
Sound Board Operator: Travis 
Edrington

DON'T LET THE PIGEON DRIVE 
THE BUS! THE MUSICAL! 
SPECIAL THANKS
Do to print deadlines, these 
individuals could not be 
acknowledged in the previous 
playbill
Sound Board Operator: Travis 
Edrington

PRODUCTION CREWS

The actors and crew members 
of today’s performance are 
volunteers who live in greater 
Des Moines — people just like 
you who love theatre! 

Did You Know?

Do you have time and talent to share?  
Grab a flyer in the lobby or visit 

DMPlayhouse.com
DMPlayhouse.com/Audition

AUDITIONS
6 PM, MONDAY, FEB. 21

PERFORMANCE: Apr. 22-May 8, 2022
PRESENTED IN THE KATE GOLDMAN 

CHILDREN’S THEATRE 
Directed by Melissa Chavas-Miller 

CAST NEEDS: 
MALE-IDENTIFYING: 1 - Age 18-20, 1 - Age 8-18 

FEMALE-IDENTIFYING:  2 - Ages 18-60, 2 - Ages 8-18 
ANY GENDER: 2 - Ages 16 & up

http://www.dmplayhouse.com
http://dmplayhouse.com/audition
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Iowa Public Television is now

New name. Same essential mission.
We bring the best of the world to Iowa

and the best of Iowa to the world.

iowapbs.org

http://www.iowapbs.org


18 THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON 19THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON

The Playhouse 
receives funding 
support from

Support for the 
Playhouse is 
provided by

Playhouse 
partners include

PLAYHOUSE ADMINISTRATION

Board of Directors
Barbara C. White, President,
 Workspace, Inc.
Meyer Lehman, Treasurer, 
 EMC Insurance Companies
Sally Cooper Smith, Secretary, 
 Cooper Smith & Company
Steve Schaaf, Past President, 
 Community Volunteer

Nick Andersen, Nationwide Insurance
Shashank Aurora, Des Moines Public 

Schools
Robert L. Culbert, US Bank
Lonnette Dafney, EMC Insurance
Scott Gire, Oasis, A Paychex© Company
Tyler Hackman, Meredith Corporation
Kimberly Hansen, B.A., M.P.A., 

Rebuilding Together
Tony Jones, Grinnell State Bank
Joanna Lowe, Wells Fargo
Manisha Paudel, City of Des Moines
Colleen Powell, Des Moines Radio 

Group
J.P. Singh, eWay Corporation
Linda Westergaard, City of Des Moines 

Council Member, Re/Max Precision

Leadership
David R. Kilpatrick, Executive Director
Katy Merriman, Artistic Director

Staff
Nicholas Amundson, Associate 
 Technical Director
Lee Ann Bakros, Marketing & 
 Publications Director
Lindsey Ballard, Concessions Manager
Ryan Crane, Director of Philanthropy
Mary Hofer, Finance
Debra Jacobson, Ticket Office Manager
Elissa Johnson, House Manager
Angela Lampe, Associate Artistic 
 Director
Kaitlynn McCaull, Ticket Office Marketing
Cherie Moen, House Manager
Jada Smith, Office Manager/Volunteer 
 Coordinator
Robin Heldt Spahr, Education Director
Jessica Van Essen, Costume Shop 
 Supervisor
David VanCleave, House Manager

Education Staff
Melissa Chavas-

Miller*
Jenna Darsee
Katie Dorrell*
Tali Eisenstadt
Anne Frett
Robin Breen 

Fulton*
Maren Grant
Nate Jorgensen

Taylor Layden
Greg Millar
Brett Spahr*
Kim Van Haecke
Sarah Beth 

Weinberg
Anna Zimney

*Master Teacher

Pre-Intern Program (PIPs)
Crey Abbas
Grace Aerisolphal
Alexander Baker
Isabelle Baker
Meridan Boyd
Kristin Coons
Caitlyn Dean
Audrey Frett
Katelyn Gallagher
Grace Harvey
Teddi Karnes
Paige Olson

Greta Paulsen
Claire Riesberg
Lulu Rongerude
Ridge Rutherford
Ashley Scarbrough
Evie Smith
Lily Spahr
Madeline 
 Streaker-Seay
Aaliyah Trimble
Eliza Tutty
Ashlyn Yu
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−CHELSEA

−KRISTIN

Have you seen the Shops at Roosevelt? 

Shakti Yoga  •  The Cheese Shop  •  Iowa IV 
Be, LLC.  •  La Mie Bakery  •  Sacred Diamond

The Juice Company  •  DSM Salon & Spa
 Worn  •  Roosevelt Barber Shop

Pre-Natal Vision Ultrasound  •  Silver Fox

42ND STREET - JUST NORTH OF INTERSTATE 235

STARRING



2 0 2 1 - 2 2  S E A S O N
Coming back together at the Stoner Theater

The Cake
by Bekah Brunstetter
N o v .  12  –  2 1 ,  2 0 2 1

It’s A Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play
by Joe Landry
D e c .  16  -  2 3 ,  2 0 2 1 

Long Day’s Journey Into Night
by Eugene O’Neill
F e b .  11  –  2 0 ,  2 0 2 2

Sweat
by Lynn Nottage
M a r .  2 5  –  A p r .  3 ,  2 0 2 2

Girls’ Weekend 2
by Karen Schaeffer
A p r .  2 9  -  M a y  15 ,  2 0 2 2

IowaStage.org

http://www.iowastage.org


http://www.desmoinesartsfestival.org

