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Drive 
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Tassel Ridge Dry Red Wines...Tassel Ridge Dry Red Wines...Simply ExtraordinarSimply Extraordinaryy®®

Great Red WineGreat Red Wine      
      made in Iowa from Grapes grown in Iowamade in Iowa from Grapes grown in Iowa

Leighton, Iowa • www.tasselridge.com

Iowa In the Dark  Iowa In the Dark  
is a dry red with light and fresh flavors. First impressions are 
tangy acid followed by black cherry fading to plum followed 
by a drying mid-palate and a long, pleasing finish. Made from 
Marquette, St. Croix, Petite Pearl, and Steuben grapes grown 
in our Iowa vineyards, Iowa In the Dark is a versatile wine that 
will pair nicely with grilled meat and spicy dishes including 
Asian and Mexican. Serve at room temperature.

2019 Iowa Marquette  2019 Iowa Marquette  
is a dry red that teases the palate with a fresh, 
lightly acidic entry transitioning to raspberry 
and black cherry and a medium-long finish. 
A versatile food pairing wine, 2019 Iowa 
Marquette will pair nicely with grilled beef, 
chicken, or pasta. Serve at room temperature. 

Tassel Ridge wines are sold at the Winery and over 400 
retailers in Iowa (visit www.tasselridge.com/retail  
for a list). Winery operations are continually 
changing. As of September 1, 2021, Tassel Ridge 
Winery is open only for to-go 
purchases. Please visit  
www.tasselridge.com for 
updates on hours and the 
return of Wine Tasting, 
Tours, Events, and Food 
Service. You can also order 
Tassel Ridge Wine shipped 
directly to your door in Iowa, 
Arizona, California, Colorado, 
DC, Florida, Minnesota, 
Missouri, and Texas (adult 
signature required for  
receipt of wine).

Standing Ovation IA In the Dark & 2019 Iowa Marquette 07-21.indd   1Standing Ovation IA In the Dark & 2019 Iowa Marquette 07-21.indd   1 8/2/21   11:39 AM8/2/21   11:39 AM
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WELCOME

We are so excited to see you at our production of Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive 
the Bus! The Musical! To read this simple yet enchanting book by Mo Willems 
is to enjoy something special. To see it brought to life on the stage expands 
everyone’s perception of art and literature. If you haven’t read the book, you 
should check it out on your next trip the library (pun intended).

As 2022 begins, we celebrate that we once again feel comfortable enough 
to enjoy the Kate Goldman Children’s Theatre. The connection between the 

audience and performers in this space is extraordinary. I speak for the entire company when 
I say we’ve missed this theatre and we’ve missed our special young audiences. Thank you for 
continuing to share theatre with our future theatre-goers today.

Of course, we won’t rest on our laurels. We hope to see you back in the Kate Goldman Children’s 
Theatre when we present Charlotte’s Web in March and Pippi Longstocking in late April. You know 
that we will always give you our best as we tell children’s stories.

Thank you for all that you do to make The Des Moines Community Playhouse, your community 
theatre, for today and for tomorrow!

David R. Kilpatrick
Executive Director

THIS PRODUCTION IS 
GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY

ON THE  
KATE GOLDMAN 

CHILDREN’S THEATRE

A Web of a Tale
Mar. 4 - Mar. 20, 2022

FOR TICKETS:

515.277.6261
DMPlayhouse.com   

http://dmplayhouse.com
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Thank you for your support!

From all the volunteers, cast, crew,  
and staff at The Playhouse...

Benefactor ($5,000+)
American Equity Investment 
 Life Insurance Co.
Sarabeth & William Anderson
Virginia & Philip Beach*
Don & Margo Blumenthal
Harry Bookey & Pamela
  Bass-Bookey
Bravo Greater Des Moines
 Altoona
 Ankeny
 Bondurant
 Carlisle
 Clive
 Des Moines
 Grimes
 Indianola
 Johnston
 Norwalk
 Pleasant Hill
 Polk City
 Polk County
 Urbandale
 Waukee
 West Des Moines
 Windsor Heights
Charles Gabus Ford
Cole-Belin Education
 Foundation
Corteva Agriscience
WT & Edna M Dahl Trust
Jo Ann Davis
Iowa Department
 of Cultural Affairs
Easter Family Fund
Charles Farr
Allison & Jim Fleming
Larry & Patsy Goetz
Kate Goldman
 Education Fund
Sally & Thomas Graf
Jeanne Hopson Angel
 Endowment Fund

Debbie & Michael Hubbell
Infomax Office Systems
Barbara & William Keck
Dr. James &
 Mary Ellen Kimball
Leachman Lumber Co
Judith A Lindquist
 Scholarship Fund I
Bruz & Julie Linn
Meredith Corporation
 Foundation
MidAmerican Energy
 Company
Susan Moore
Principal Charity Classic
Principal Foundation
R & R Realty Group
 Foundation
Renee & Steve Schaaf
Laura Sparks*
Jan & Layton Stump
UnityPoint Health
Linda & Bill Weidmaier
Workspace, Inc
Thomas R Zucker
 Charitable Trust

Producer ($2,500+)
Anonymous
American Association of 
 Community Theatre
Bankers Trust
Joanne & Milt Brown
 Artistic Excellence Fund
Linda J. Cohen
EMC Insurance Companies
John Fisher & Jann Freed
Rosalie Gallagher
Ann & Michael Gersie
Molly & Tyler Hackman
Hubbell Realty Company
Hy-Vee, Inc.

David R & Barbara Kilpatrick
Dale Klocksiem
La Mie Bakery
Mark & Holly Lyons
Russ & Mary Marshall
Prairie Meadows
Darlene & Mark Pullen
John Ruan Foundation Trust
Pat & Lou Schneider
Roger & Sändra Spahr
John & Sherryl Viars
Julie West & 
 Brent Isenberger
David & Barbara White

Director ($1,000+)
Anonymous
Cory & Emily Abbas
Nick & Liz Andersen
Stu Bassman & 
 Sheryl Hanson
Charles & Mary Jean Bischof
Bookey Education Intern Fund
Darca Boom & Dennis Klein
Tracy Miksell Branch &
 Craig Branch
Steve & Katie Brooks
Paul & Kathleen Brown
 Foundation
Jennifer & TJ Bryant
Businessolver Foundation
James & Janine Clark
Joseph M Comito
Community Foundation of 
 Greater Des Moines
Robert L Culbert & 
 Lynne Paulsen
Philip Dorweiler
Tracy & William Ekhardt
Toni K Farris
Gloria & Art Filean
Angela & Terry Gallagher
Lois Wilcox-Gambill

Debra L. Garner & 
 John S. Richards
John & Ann Ghrist Family 
 Foundation
Scott Gire & Steven Linn
Tom & Cathy Goldman
Lynn & Steve Graves
John & Lori Hackett
Carol Hendrick & Jon Duvick
Dixie Lee & Will Hoekman
David (Ken) & 
 Mary Beth Hughes
ITA Group
Vicki Jahr
Dan & Mary Kelly
Shirley E Kleywegt
Kum & Go
Meyer & Jen Lehman
McGill Junge Wealth
  Management
Merchants Bonding 
 Company Foundation
Jane E Meyer
Ginger & Terry Monson
Phyllis Mumford-Sovern & 
 Kent Sovern
Candice Nardini
Gerry & Mary Lou Neugent
Shelley & James Noyce
Henry G. & Norma A. 
 Peterson Charitable Trust
Anastasia Polydoran
Ruth Quinn
Suku & Dr. Mary Radia
The Rassmussen Foundation
Peter & Rita Reed
Dianne S Riley
Charles & Kathy Safris
Shane & Elisabeth Sandersfeld
Richard & Carolyn Santi
Mary & Stan Seidler
Charles Stoltenow
Bruce & Celeste Stoltze
Edward & Nancy Truslow

Director’s Circle
Donors who generously support The Playhouse at the $1,000 level 
and above annually qualify for the Director’s Circle.

Thank
You!

To make a donation, please contact: 

Ryan Crane
Director of Philanthropy
515.974.5370
rcrane@dmplayhouse.com

Donors listed are current from March 1, 2021 to 
October 26, 2021.
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DONORS

John & Maryann Vedder
Lori & Tom Walton
Dale & Eneken* Wakelin
The Weathertop Foundation
Jeanette Webb
Malinda Wiesner & 
 Gary Hammerstrom
Woodard Hearing Centers
Krenio P Wright

Leading Player ($500+)
Frederick L Ahr
Bill & Erin Bemis
Timothy & Wanda Blount
Diane Bunten
Jan Burch & Robert Mitchell
Ken Cheyne
Brendan & Christine Comito
Jeffrey Couch
Ryan Crane
Eileen & Keith Denner
Des Moines Mercantile LLC
Rob & Lizzy Dixon
Federal Home Loan Bank
  of Des Moines
The Green Family Fund
Pat Henson
Bari Hoskins
John Iles
Donna L Kelling
Jeanne Kilpatrick*
Ann & Shane Kramer
Joanna & Timothy Lowe
Susie & Dick McCauley
Rod & Julie McCullough
Jan & John Mechem
Gavin Mitchell
Aaron Moon & 
 Joey Taylor-Moon
Theresa Nash
Sheila & Tom Pflanz
Molly Schott
Robert & Jean Shires
Jeff & Susan Stroud
Marc & Evon Swanson
Dawn Taylor
Mike & Diane Versackas
Lloyd & Julie Von Hagen
Jim & Elaine Watkins-Miller
Harvey & Rita Weinberg
Mary E Whisenand
Dee Willemsen

Ensemble ($100+)
Anonymous
Jim & Jeanella Arthur
Ann Atkin
Linda Avraamides
Betty Baker
Shawn & Melissa Baker
Lee Ann Bakros
Jill Bassman & Jeff Lamson
Ann & Donald D. Beeson
LuCinda & Brad Beltman
Stacie Bendixen
Adam & Tricia Berry
Callie Bierman
Alan Bisgrove

Betsy Blades
Dirk & Michelle Bliss
Jeanette Bodermann
Connie & Ted Boesen
Meredith & Robert Boesen
Andrea & Nate Boulton
Jennifer Braafhart
Erica & Matt Bral
Erin & Chad Breheny
Mary Bricker & Joe Smith
Greg & Susan Bridge
Robert & Angela Brinkmann
Christy & Jim Brown
Jessica & Brenton Brown
John & Michele Marie Brown
Sharon Brummer
Marcia Brunson
Dr Cleveland E & 
 Linda K Bryant
Pilar Burg
Joan Burnett
Mindy & Jacob Bylund
Anita & Dick Calkins
Linda Carlson
Casey’s General Stores, Inc.
Joyce & Rick Chapman
Melissa Chavas-Miller & 
 Dave Miller
Ann Cidoni
Alyssa & Mike Clabaugh
John & Holly Clark
Mark Clark & Katie Roth
Sydney J Coder
Mathew & Suzy Coen
Norma Cook
Mark & Judi Cooper
Sally Cooper Smith
Jeff & Meg Courter
Susan K Crum & 
 Kathy Osmann
Lisa Culp
Deb Cupples
Connor Daily
Paul & Susan Davis
Melanie Dayton
Michelle Delury
Cicily Dennis
John Dentlinger
Sue Dittmer & Bonnie Hodson
Sara & Tom Doruska
Jim & Beverly Dowis
Al & Ruth Downey
Therese Drey
Scott & Vickey Durham
William Ehm & Rose Ann Shea
John Ekstrand
Verla Elliott
William & Sherrie Engel
Deb & W A Eyestone
Joleen Fairbank
William & Leona Farris
Jane Flagler & 
 Charles Johnson
Jim Fogarty
Dean & Sue Forbes
Rachel Formaro
Taena Fowler & 
 Jonathan Greising
RuthAnne Free
Jeff Fuller & 
 Lucinda Wonderlich-Fuller

Joyce & Jerry Gamble
Sue & Steve Gibbons
Jolene & Shane Goodman
Cathy Grovenburg
Richard & Emily Guentert
Steve & Cheryl Hamilton
Liz Hansen
Wendell & Lois Harms
John Harrison
Ellen & David Harvey
Marilyn Harvey
Scott Haugh
Marta Hawkins
Joyce Hegna
L Maria Heidebrecht & 
 Charlie Sovich
Beverly Heldt
JE Helgerson Family
Marsha Herman
Vicki Hertko
John & Kim Hiatt
Amy Hollowbush
Rich & Trudi Holst
Robert & Sharon Holz
Joy Hong-Russell
Robert Hornbrook
Susan Hough
Kristel Howell
Barbara Hoy
Jolene K. Huen
Diane & Bruce Janvrin
Al & Ann W Jennings
Charles Jenissen
Jaylene Jensen
Barbara John
Steve & Val Johnson
Bruce & Lyn Johnston
Allaire Jutting
Michael* & Melissa Kellar
Marty & Tamara Kenworthy
Kristi Kiefer & Jeff Reininga
Billie Kigin
Angelyn King
Deanna Kirvin
Martha & Gordon Klatt
Kathleen Koenig
Donald Kom
Michelle Kruse
Amy Landwehr & 
 Jeremy Feitelson
Diana Latch
Cynthia Lettington
Tracy Levine
Chris & Bob Lewis
Ann Leonard
Cheryl & Greg Long
Roger & Donna Loof
Jenni Losee
The Lowe Company LLC
Greg & Carol Madsen
Denny & Patty Maiers
Mary G Marshall
Debra Martin
Marcia & Terry Martin
Shirley McClelland
Chuck & Louise McDonald
Duff & Janet McFadden
Ann McGowan
John & Terri McIlhon
John & Karine McLaughlin
Michael & Robbie Meacham

Jim & Carol Meade
Bill & Dian Meek
Linda & Dennis Miller
Liska Miller Scholarship for 
 Continuing Education
Steven & Angela Miller
Jean Larson Minert
Dick & Sharon Montgomery
Patricia Moore
Polly Moore
Michael Morain
Candy Morgan
Mark Morrison
Anna & Bobby Nalean
Eolo & Debbie Nizzi
Mark & Jill Oman
Angela Ossian
Nikki Pantzlaff
Jack & Jane Patton
Becky Patton-Quigley
Muriel Pemble
Gloria Perry
Don & Gail Peterson
Cindy Piehl
Kathy Polson
Gregg Porter
Evan & Mary Potratz
Colleen Powell
Ellen Prust
Robert & Linda Railey
Karen & Griff Reese III
Lynn Reinicke
Dennis & Sandy Rich
Riesberg-Thorpe Family
Scott Riley
Alice Robertson & 
 Mark Toebben
Ellen Robinson
Sandra & Scott Rogers
Douglas Romig
Gina Rooney
Patrick & Michelle Rounds
Carolyn Ruggles
Chad & Amber Rutherford
Laurel & Mark Salem
Donald & Barbara Sanning
Patricia Schaefer
Max & Karen Schaeffer
John Schmidt & Deb Wiley
Johanna Schmitt
Mike Schneider
Paul Schwegler & 
 Nicole Chavas Schwegler
Jaey L & Brenda Sedlacek
Jill Sedlacek
Clem & Mary Sevde
Kris & Kevin Shay
Bruce & Barb Sherman
Craig & Kathy Shives
Amy Shumaker
Lynn & Amy Skarin
Bill & Jeanie Smith
Joe, Sara, & Evie Smith
Ruth Smith
Tori Squires
Jane Stanley
State Farm
Stephen & Martha Stephenson
Jill & Dan Stevenson
Larry & Ellen Strachota
Herb & Joan Strentz
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Adam Stuchel
Tilda Brown Swanson & 
 Dick Swanson
Joyce & Ben Swartz
Nikki & Jay Syverson
Marsha & Mike Szymczuk
Stacy T
Claudia & Jerry Tank
Sue & Bill Tell
Susan Thompson
Kent & Joann Tipping
Russ & Alana Trimble Family
Robert & Carole Turnquist
Clarence & Sue Twilley
Loren Uscilowski
Steve Van Brocklin
Saylor & Gregory Velasquez
Jennifer & Aaron Vermeer
Jennifer Vogelaar
Andreas Wahle
Brenda S. Wajda
Nancy Waldman
Richard & Linda Warren
Aaron Weinberg
Sarah Beth Weinberg
The Wellmark Foundation
Becca Wemhoff
Beth & Brian Willem
Heather Wince
Jim & Sandy Windsor
Robbie & Marvin Winick
Paul & Fonda Womack
Susan E Wright
Reg & Roberta Yoder

 

Corporate Partnership 
Program
Special thanks to the 
corporate partners who 
support John Viars 
Theatre and Kate Goldman 
Children’s Theatre 
productions.

Cabaret
Infomax

Escaping the Labyrinth 
AACT
Mary & Russ Marshall
Mark & Darlene Pullen

Junie B. in Jingle Bells, 
Batman Smells!
Nationwide

The Sound of Music
Leachman Lumber Co.

Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive 
the Bus! The Musical!
Nationwide

Agatha Christie’s Murder 
on the Orient Express
Edward Jones

Charlotte’s Web
Nationwide

Singin’ in the Rain
Corteva Agriscience

Pippi Longstocking
Nationwide

Calendar Girls
AARP

Roald Dahl’s Matilda
EMC Insurance Co.

Pavilion Party Sponsors
Anonymous
Cory & Emily Abbas
Sarabeth & William Anderson
Bankers Trust
Jennifer & TJ Bryant
Darca Boom & Dennis Klein
Jim & Janine Clark
Carrie & Craig Dostal
EMC Insurance Companies
Gloria & Art Filean
Angela & Terry Gallagher
Rosalie Gallagher
Tom & Cathy Goldman
Lynn & Steve Graves
Hy-Vee, Inc.
Dr James & 
 Mary Ellen Kimball
Dick & Susie McCauley
Rod & Julie McCullough
Jane Meyer
Jan Burch & Robert Mitchell
Taylor Moon Real Estate
Gerry & Mary Lou Neugent
Prairie Meadows
Suku & Mary Radia
Mark Smith & Artis Reis
Jeff & Susan Stroud
Marc & Evon Swanson
Dawn Taylor
John & Sherryl Viars
Jeanette Webb
Julie West & 
 Brent Isenberger

Tent Theatre
Lincoln Savings Bank
MidAmerican Energy
 Company
Phyllis Mumford-Sovern & 
 Kent Sovern
Jan & Layton Stump
Edward & Nancy Truslow

Spotlight Literacy
BRAVO Greater Des Moines
Cole-Belin Education 
 Foundation

Additional partnerships are 
available. 

Corporate Matching 
Gifts
Your personal gift to The 
Playhouse may be eligible 
for a corporate match, 
increasing your impact. 
Many corporations 
 

recognize the volunteer 
work of their employees 
by making a donation on 
their behalf. We extend 
our thanks to the following 
for matching employees’ 
and retirees’ contributions 
and honoring employees’ 
volunteer efforts.

Federal Home Loan Bank of 
Des Moines
 Laura Meier
Meredith Corporation
 Tyler Hackman
 James Cornick
Microsoft 
 Linda Avraamides
State Farm
 Greg Madsen
Wellmark Foundation
 Karen Farley
 Muriel Pemble

Contributed Gifts of 
Goods or Services 
($500 or more) 

Cooper Smith & Company
Fareway Stores, Inc
Steve Gibbons Photography
Heuss Printing
Iowa PBS
Iowa Public Radio
Isenberger Photography
ITA Group
Dr James & 
 Mary Ellen Kimball
Carol & Greg Millar
Rotary Club of Des Moines
Tasteful Dinners

Tribute Program
The Tribute Program 
provides an opportunity to 
celebrate milestones such 
as birthdays, weddings, 
anniversaries and 
graduations. It can also be a 
way to honor the memory of 
friends and relatives.

In Honor of Ryan “The 
Man” Crane
Dawn & Michael Schneider

In Honor of Joan Crowell
Dirk & Michelle Bliss

In Honor of Mike Pantzlaff
Nikki Pantzlaff

In Honor of Playhouse 
Employees, Cast, and Crew
Margie & Jay Davidson

In Honor of Ken Reams
Brian & Dawn Baldwin

In Honor of Maddox Wadja
Brenda S. Wadja

In Honor of Sarah Beth 
“Bee” Weinberg
Aaron Weinberg

In Memory of Lorrie Baker
Janet Doherty
Douglas Karlen
Paul Meginnis
Georgia Robinson
Bob & Ronda Wissink

In Memory of Norma Bakros
Jane & Michael Ingraham

In Memory of Jo Berry
Joy Hong-Russell
Phyllis Mumford-Sovern &
  Kent Sovern

In Memory of Edward J 
Byrnes
Mary Jo Brinkman

In Memory of Joan Crowell
John & 
 Jill Delashmutt Bouslog
Lisa Culp
Barbara Hoy
Charles & Pamela Norelius
Mark & Mary Purtle
John Schmidt & Deb Wiley

In Memory of Gerry Haugh
Scott Haugh

In Memory of Brice Charles 
Janvrin
Diane & Bruce Janvrin

In Memory of J Michael 
Kellar
Melissa Kellar
Mark Morrison
Lloyd & Julie Von Hagen

In Memory of Karen Morrow
PK & Stephen Gedden

In Memory of My Dad
Katya Mednick

In Memory of Alan Scherer
Anne Scherer

In Memory of Laura Sparks
Lee Ann Bakros
Amy Hollowbush
Jody Kanne
Judith Rucker

On Behalf of Trudi Holst, in 
Honor of Her Sister, Linda 
Brown
Kathryn & Tim Schott

On Behalf of Pyramid 
Theatre & The Des Moines 
Playhouse
Renee & Steve Schaaf

On Behalf of Dane & Ellie 
Van Brocklin
Steve Van Brocklin

DONORS
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Interpretive services 
provided by
Greta Faye & Gwendolyn Mix

Century Club
In our first century, The Des 
Moines Playhouse changed 
lives one at a time. The 
Century Club is a celebration 
of The Playhouse’s first 
100 years. The goal is to 
increase the endowment by 
$1 million, one gift at a time. 
The culmination of small 
gifts from many supporters 
will create a sustainable 
future for your theatre.

Cornerstone Level ($5,000+)
Lee Ann Bakros
Harry Bookey & 
 Pamela Bass-Bookey
Jan Burch & Robert Mitchell
Steve & Renee Schaaf

Millennium Level ($1,000+)
Bill & Jan Andersen
Jon & Claudia Batesole
Carrol & Patsy Bolen
Ann & Michael Gersie
Michael* & Melissa Kellar
David R & Barbara Kilpatrick
Steve & Julie Kinner
Ginger & Terry Monson
Mark Morrison
Phyllis Mumford-Sovern & 
 Kent Sovern
Robert Snyder

Quincentennial Level ($500+)
Anonymous
Frederick L Ahr
Jim Benda & Lou Van Daele
Norma Derby
Angela & Terry Gallagher
John & Lori Hackett
Adam Haselhuhn
Marty & Tamara Kenworthy
Dr James & 
 Mary Ellen Kimball
Mike & Robbie Meacham
Katy Merriman
Paul W Miller
Gloria Perry
Carol J Taylor
Joann Tucker
Max Wellman

Centennial Level ($100+)
Bill Andersen & Jan Hart
Chris & Shannon Andersen 
Stu Bassman & 
 Sheryl Hanson
Adam & Tricia Berry
Sherry Bishop
Steven Bobenhouse & 
 Nancy Lavender Bobenhouse
Elaine Bohling
Mary Bricker & Joe Smith
James & Janet Clayton

Bob Coady
Sydney Coder
Norma Cook
Mark & Judi Cooper
Debra Cupples
Jill & James Curry
Kent & Patty Davis
Lydia Davis
Madeline Davis
Sue Dittmer & Bonnie Hodson
Marcella Edmonds
Allison Engel & 
 Scott Kirkpatrick
Levi & Kate Faas
Jim Fogarty
Susan & Jim Ford
Trevor Fulkerson
Steven & Willona Goers
Molly & Tyler Hackman
Robert & Laurine Hackman
Barbara Hamilton 
Stu & Sheryl Hanson
Kimberly Hawn
L Maria Heidebrecht & 
 Charlie Sovich
J E Helgerson Family
Pat Henson
Robert & Bette Hodson
Trudi & Rich Holst
Shari Hrdina
Bruce & Lyn Johnston
Marcia Klindt
Matthew Klindt
Matthew Kolodziej
Gregg & Cathy Leaders
Tad &Webster Lehmann
Chris & Bob Lewis
Sunny Liston
Linda McClure
Rod & Julie McCullough
Philip Neil
Jack & Bette Nichols
Valerie Pugh
Karen & Griffith Reese III
Alice Robertson & 
 Mark Toebben
Don & Jayme Rothweiler
Daniel & 
 Shandra Sarasio Meyer
Ruth Schanke
Lynn & Amy Skarin
Sally Sonnenburg
Brett & Robin Spahr
Diane Streggerda
Herb & Joan Strentz
Marty & Connie Ternus
Gerald Vlach & 
 Hope Chaney-Vlach
John* & Jo Wetherell
Mary E Whisenand
Beth & Brian Willem
Dee Willemsen

Heritage Level
(documented estate plan gift)
We also recognize those 
who have included The 
Playhouse in their estate 
plans prior to the Century 
Club.

Anonymous 
Jim Benda
Ryan Bhattacharyya
Marcia Brunson
Al & Ruth Downey
Allison Engel

Charles & Marilyn* Farr
Bob & Jeanne* M Hopson
J Michael Kellar*
Gary Roberts
Rich & Terri Somsky
Stan & Jane Sondall
Lloyd C & Julie Von Hagen
Dale & Eneken* Wakelin
Mary E Whisenand
David* & Krenio Wright

An * indicates a deceased 
donor.

DONORS

Don’t see your name?  Those listed in this 
program have generously supported The 
Playhouse since March 1, 2021. If we’ve made 
a mistake, please contact Jada Smith, office 
administrator, at 515.974.5356 or  jsmith@
dmplayhouse.com. Gifts of $100 or more are 
listed in every playbill throughout the season. 
Gifts under $100 are recognized in the spring 
musical playbill each year. 

DMPlayhouse.com/Audition

AUDITIONS
6 PM, MON., JAN 24

PERFORMANCE: Mar. 25 – Apr. 10, 2022
PRESENTED IN THE JOHN VIARS THEATRE 

Directed by Erin Horst 
CAST NEEDS: 

SUPPORTING & ENSEMBLE ROLES: Any Gender, Ages 16 & up
Many cast members will be returning from the 

canceled March/April 2020 production for this remount.  
There will be auditions for new cast members. 

http://dmplayhouse.com/audition
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HOUSE INFORMATION

COVID-19 UNIQUE POLICIES
	 •	Guests are required to wear face coverings while 
inside the building.
	 •	Hand sanitizing stations are located throughout the 
lobbies for public use.
	 •	Guests with COVID-19 symptoms such as a 
temperature of 100.4°F or higher or other symptoms, 
either before or during a performance, are asked to leave 
and exchange their tickets for a later performance.
	 •	All tickets will be refunded or exchanged without fee 
upon request.
	 •	Programs are available in print and digitally. 

GENERAL PRACTICES
Accessibility 
The Playhouse strives to make its facility and 
performances accessible to all guests. Our theatres are 
wheelchair accessible. Service animals are welcome. 
Assisted listening devices are available in the John Viars 
Theatre. If your hearing aid has a T-coil, toggle to that 
setting to receive the audio signal directly without any 
headset or other equipment needed. ASL interpreted 
performances and audio description performances 
are available upon request. For these and other needs, 
please call the ticket office with specific service 
requests.

Cameras
The taking of photographs and the use of recording 
devices are not allowed during a performance and are a 
violation of state and federal copyright laws.

Cancellations
If a show is cancelled due to bad weather, an email will 
be sent to ticket holders. Cancellations will be noted 
on the phone system, website, and social media sites. 
Tickets for a cancelled performance may be exchanged 
for another performance. Please be sure the ticket office 
has your email information and current phone in the 
event a performance is cancelled. The Playhouse does 
not sell its contacts and does not sell or trade its email 
addresses.

Concessions
A variety of beverages and candy may be available for 
purchase and are allowed in auditoriums. No outside 
drink or food are allowed. Staff reserve the right to deny 
alcoholic beverage service to anyone at their discretion.

Elevator
An elevator between levels is located at the east end of 
the building.

Emergency Exits
Please note the exit nearest your seat location. In the 
event of an emergency, guest services staff will provide 
direction. 

Etiquette
Latecomers will be seated at an appropriate break in 
the play. Lobby chimes are sounded five minutes before 
curtain as well as the close of intermission. Disruptive, 
unruly guests, regardless of age, will be asked to leave. 
Cell phone ringers should be turned off.

Lost Items
Lost items will be held in the ticket office.

Parking
Free parking is available in The Playhouse lots and on 
streets surrounding the theatre. After 5:00 PM daily, 
free parking is available in the Shops at Roosevelt’s 
east/back parking lot. Parking in the west/front Shops 
parking lot is always restricted to Shops customers. The 
Playhouse is not responsible for loss of any personal 
property left in vehicles.

Performance Content
The Playhouse does not rate subject matter as 
sensitivities vary from person to person. Questions 
about content, age appropriateness, or other aspects 
of the show such as strobe lights and other theatrical 
affects should be directed to the ticket office.

Performance Schedule
The regular John Viars Theatre performance schedule 
is 7:30 PM Wednesdays through Saturdays and 2:00 PM 
Sundays. The regular Kate Goldman Children’s Theatre 
performance schedule is 7:00 PM Fridays, and 1:00 PM 
and 4:00 PM Saturdays and Sundays. The Family Holiday 
Classic performance schedule is 7:00 PM Wednesdays 
through Fridays, and 1:00 PM and 5:00 PM Saturdays 
and Sundays. All times are subject to change.

Preshow Talk
A preshow talk for each John Viars Theatre performance 
will begin 30 minutes prior to curtain in the west lobby.

Tickets
Each audience member must occupy a seat and have a 
ticket, including infants.

Ticket Office Hours
The ticket office is open Noon to 5:00 PM, Tuesdays 
through Fridays, and 90 minutes prior to performances. 
Tickets are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
online. Ticketing fees are the same whether purchased 
online, by phone, or at the ticket office.

Ticket office and  
administrative office:  

515-277-6261

Group sales reservations:  
515-277-6261

School matinee reservations:  
515-974-5365DMPlayhouse.com

TELECOIL HEARING LOOP
If your hearing aid has a T-coil, please toggle to that setting 
to receive our audio signal directly without any headset or 
other equipment needed!

If you are uncertain whether or not your hearing aid has a 
T-coil, ask your audiologist at your next appointment.

HEARING LOOP TECHNOLOGY 
MADE POSSIBLE WITH 

ASSISTANCE FROM:

HEADSETS PROVIDED WITH ASSISTANCE FROM:

Des Moines  
Community Playhouse
831 42nd Street 
Des Moines, IA 50312

  DMPlayhouse

 dmplayhouse_
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http://www.iowapublicradio.org
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Join Your Friends Anytime!
Watch on Iowa PBS KIDS .2, on iowapbs.org/kids-tv 
or through the PBS KIDS Video App!

http://www.iowapbs.org
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Cooper Smith and Company is proud to provide The Des 
Moines Playhouse with creative marketing strategies and 

brand based communications for over 10 years!

coopersmithco.com

515.360.9179

@brentisenbergerphotography

@isenbeephoto

@photoizy

http://www.coopersmithco.com
http://www.isenbergerphoto.com
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I Never Get to Do Anything (Parts 1, 2, 3) ...................................................................................Pigeon

Bus Driver .................................................................................................................Bus Driver, Pigeon

What Could Have Been ..................................................................................... Pigeon, Ducklings, Bus

Let Me Drive the Bus! ...........................................................................Pigeon, Bus Driver, Passengers

The Takeaway .............................................................................................................................Pigeon

The Bus Breaks Down

Panic at the Bus Stop! .......................................................................................Bus Driver, Passengers

Pigeon/Passenger Panic ........................................................................................Pigeon, Passengers

I’m Broken ................................................................................................................ Pigeon, Bus Driver

Keep Flappin’ .......................................................................................Pigeon, Bus Driver, Passengers

The Bus is Fixed!

Do My Thing ................................................................................................................................Pigeon

Can I Fly the Plane? .............................................................................................Pigeon, Audience, All

Bows and Adulation ...........................................................................................................................All

MUSICAL NUMBERS

http://www.dmplayhouse.com


10 THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON 11THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON



12 THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON 13THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON

Payton Boesch (Actor 4) made 
her Playhouse debut earlier this 
season as Elf Ellen in Junie B. 
in Jingle Bells, Batman Smells! 
Active in theatre at her alma 
mater, Southwest Minnesota 
State University in Marshall, she 

appeared in The Crucible (Elizabeth Proctor), Dead 
Man’s Cell Phone (Jean), and her favorite Boeing, 
Boeing (Bertha). Payton works at Cetera Financial 
Group. In her free time, she likes watching movies, 
reading, and playing with her dogs, a border collie 
mix named Skeeter and a Welsh corgi named Loki.

Madeline Davis (Actor 5) is a 
freshman at Grand View Christian 
School. Maddie loves to dance and 
anything theatrical and has been 
in numerous area shows including 
A Christmas Story, The Musical 
and Billy Elliot The Musical at The 

Playhouse, Willy Wonka Kids (Willy Wonka) and 
Mary Poppins Jr (Mary Poppins) in The Playhouse’s 
Performance Academy, Annie Jr (Annie) with CAP 
Theatre, and Disney’s The Hunchback of Notre Dame 
at Carousel Theatre, Indianola.

Greg Millar (Actor 2) started at 
The Playhouse with his first role in 
Hello, Dolly! Since then, he has had 
lead roles in Annie, Disney’s Beauty 
and the Beast, Fiddler on the Roof, 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, Leaving 
Iowa, and many more including 

his favorites, Harold in The Full Monty and Santa in 
Elf – The Musical. Greg has stage managed over a 
dozen shows and taught several summer and break 
classes. He and his wife, Carol, have three children, 
Ben, Shelby, and Taylor.

Lou Ramsey (Actor 3) is making 
his Playhouse debut, but counts 
among his credits Kiss Me, Kate 
(Gangster 2) and A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream (Robin Starveling/
Philostrate) at Ankeny Community 
Theatre and She Kills Monsters 

(Chuck) and The Last Days of Judas Escariot 
(Matthias of Galilee/Loretta) at Iowa City Community 
Theatre. Lou is a receptionist at America’s Best 
Contacts and Eyeglasses in Ankeny. He likes making 
and listening to music, dancing around the house, 
watching horror movies, and working at haunted 
houses and escape rooms.

Brett Spahr (Actor 1) has been 
in many shows at The Playhouse 
and received the Dionysos Award 
for Outstanding Performance for 
A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and 
Murder (D’Ysquith Family), The 
New Mel Brooks Musical Young 

Frankenstein (Igor), Chitty Chitty Bang Bang (The 
Childcatcher, a favorite role), and Monty Python’s 
Spamalot (Patsy). Brett is a teacher with West 
Des Moines Schools and teaches theatre arts at 
The Playhouse. He and his wife, Robin, have two 
daughters, Lily and Nina.

Julianne (JP) Ungs (Actor 6) is a 
junior at Drake University earning 
a B.F.A. in theatre design and 
technology. At Drake, they were 
properties designer for Medea 
and Into the Woods. Other area 
theatre credits include assistant 

set designer for 13 The Musical at Des Moines Young 
Artists’ Theatre. JP has done nearly everything at The 
Playhouse, starting as a theatre student, appearing 
onstage in shows such as Elf – The Musical, PIP-
ing (pre intern program), and working as a college 
technical and education intern.

Peter Dean (Director) counts 
among his numerous Playhouse 
shows Choices (Frank Gates), 
The Addams Family (Lurch), Girls’ 
Weekend (Sheriff Tom), Tales of a 
Fourth Grade Nothing (Mr. Hatcher), 
The Wizard of Oz (Cowardly 

Lion), The Drowsy Chaperone (Gangster), and How 
I Became a Pirate (Sharktooth, for which he won a 
Dionysos Award). He has been an assistant director 
at The Playhouse for the 2018 production of The Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever and the 2019 production of 
A Christmas Story, The Musical and directed Leaving 
Iowa and Polkadots: The Cool Kids Musical last 
season. He is a member of the Friday Funday cast, 
member of Playhouse Partners, and was a recipient 
of a 2017 Dionysos Award for Volunteer of the Year. 
He is an adjudicator for both the IHSSA and IHSMTA 
supporting the arts in Iowa High Schools. Peter and 
his wife, Melody, have three daughters, Riley, Caitlyn, 
and Kenzie.

CAST NOTES
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Tina Haase Findlay (Music 
Director) has more than 50 years 
as a performer. She is one of the 
only women in the Des Moines 
Jazz Hall of Fame, a two-time 
Iowa Blues Challenge champion, 
and two-time winner of Prairie 

Meadows Vocal Hero. She has headlined nearly every 
major music festival in Des Moines over the past 20 
years. A composer and arranger, Tina has been a 
vocal coach for the past 20 years and has 13 years 
music ministry leadership experience. Her voice 
can be heard in many commercial jingles such as 
“Iowa, You Make Me Smile,” Northern Lights Pizza, 
and Des Moines Mitsubishi. At The Playhouse, Tina 
has appeared in Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat (Narrator), Ain’t Misbehavin’, and the 
theatre’s Celebration of the Century. She was music 
director for Polkadots: The Cool Kids Musical last 
season. Tina says her greatest joys in life are her 
husband, Brandon, and her daughter, Dove.

Madi Brauer (Choreographer), 
LGBTQ+ educator with Madi Brauer 
LLC, received their Bachelor of Arts 
in social work with a minor in dance 
from Luther College. At Luther, 
they choreographed and danced 
in numerous pieces including Who 

Do You Trust? with dance curation and directography 
by Jane Hawley. Their theatre experience includes 
tapping in Crazy for You (Mounds View Community 
Theatre, New Brighton, MN) and ushering for The 
Playhouse’s summer tent theatre series. Madi enjoys 
practicing yoga, hiking, creating art, finding free 
things on Facebook Marketplace, pet-sitting, and 
connecting with others.

Katherine Stepanek (Scenic 
Designer) received her bachelor’s 
degree in lighting design from 
Webster University (Webster 
Groves, MO) and her masters in 
scenic design from the University 
of Tennessee. This is her first 

design for The Playhouse. Among her favorite scenic 
designs are Naked Mole Rat Gets Dressed for The 
Rose Theatre in Omaha, The Hobbit for Lexington 
(KY) Children’s Theatre, Descendants for Appalachian 
Center for the Arts in Pikeville, KY, and Million Dollar 
Quartet at Clarence Brown Theatre in Knoxville, TN. 
In addition to her design work, Katie is a self-defense 
instructor and a yoga instructor.

Angela Lampe (Costume Designer/
Associate Artistic Director) began 
her tenure with The Playhouse in 
1993 and has designed costumes, 
sets, and props for nearly 300 
productions including Guys and 
Dolls, Meredith Willson’s The Music 

Man, A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder, Ella 
Enchanted, The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane, 
Ragtime, Les Misérables, Disney’s The Little Mermaid, 
West Side Story, Into the Woods, A Streetcar Named 
Desire, Sunset Boulevard, and Hairspray. She has 
a B.A. from Central College in Pella and a M.F.A. 
in theatre from the University of Nebraska. She is 
the recipient of four Cloris Awards for excellence in 
costuming and puppetry.

Abby Kilpatrick (Lighting Designer) 
is a freshman at Northwest 
Missouri State University studying 
business management and 
theatre tech and design. While 
in high school, she volunteered 
on several Playhouse backstage 

crews and worked with a mentor designing lights 
for The Playhouse’s 2019 production of Disney’s 
Freaky Friday One Act. Abby is excited to have been 
invited by artistic director Katy Merriman to return 
to The Playhouse as lighting designer for Don’t Let 
the Pigeon Drive the Bus! The Musical! She is looking 
forward to sharing her artistry and expanded skills 
on Pigeon.

Sara Guerrero (Properties Designer) 
enjoys building or crafting just 
about anything. For The Playhouse, 
she created props for Cabaret. 
She really enjoyed finding items 
from the period as research is 
one of her favorite pastimes. Her 

favorite prop for Cabaret was the large stack of 
German Reichsmark for the “Money” scene. Sara is 
an account manager at Storey Kenworthy and lives in 
West Des Moines with her two children.

Don Rothweiler (Properties 
Designer) has been performing at 
The Playhouse since 1991, when 
he played Cinderella’s Father in 
Into the Woods. Most recently, he 
played Manos in the world premiere 
of Escaping the Labyrinth. He says 

his favorite Playhouse role to date was The Chairman 
in The Mystery of Edwin Drood. He also performed 
with Actors on Tour, The Playhouse’s educational 

CAST NOTES
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outreach company. Don is a retired ELCA Lutheran 
pastor. He enjoys graphic arts, puppetry design, and 
scenic design and construction. He resides in Ankeny 
with his wife, Jayme, a musician. Don was named a 
Playhouse Volunteer of the Year in 2018 and 2021.

Jessie Curry (Stage Manager) 
recently moved from Omaha 
with her fiancé, Christopher. 
While earning her B.A.in theatre 
from the University of Nebraska 
- Omaha, Jessie stage managed 
performances at the Bellevue 

Little Theatre, Papillion La Vista Community Theatre, 
Chanticleer Community Theater (Council Bluffs), 
and American Midwest Ballet (Omaha). A lover of 
all things Disney, Jessie works for an entertainment 
company and performs at parties as princesses, 
superheroes, and other popular characters. She is 
a registered behavior technician at Stride Autism 
Centers and one day plans to have a theatre for the 
autism community. 

Katy Merriman (Artistic Director) 
has been an active member of 
the local theatre community since 
moving to Des Moines in 2013. Her 
Playhouse directing credits include 
The Sound of Music; the world 
premiere of Escaping the Labyrinth; 

the co-production with Pyramid Theatre Company, 
A Love Offering (co-directed with Tiffany Johnson); 
Some Enchanted Evening; Stuart Little; I and You; The 
Roommate; Love Letters; and Elephant & Piggie’s “We 
Are in a Play!” Prior to becoming artistic director, Katy 
appeared on The Playhouse stage in shows including 
Into the Woods (Cinderella), Les Misérables (Cosette), 
Completeness (Molly), and Legally Blonde the Musical 
(Elle Woods) and was the musical director for The 
Playhouse Performance Academy from 2016 to 
2018. Katy worked with Iowa Stage Theatre Company 
as a resident artist where her performance credits 
include The Glass Menagerie (Laura) and Our Town 
(Emily). She also directed their 2018 production of 
Fun Home. Prior to her time in Des Moines, Katy 
worked with numerous theatres as a performer, 
director, and administrator. She has a Bachelor of 
Music from Butler University in Indianapolis, IN.

Mo Willems (Playwright/Lyricist), 
a #1 New York Times Bestseller, 
began his career as a writer and 
animator for PBS’ Sesame Street 
where he garnered six Emmy 
Awards for his writing. During 
his nine seasons at Sesame 

Street, Mo also served as a weekly commentator 
for BBC Radio and created two animated series, 
Nickelodeon’s The Off-Beats and Cartoon 
Network's Sheep in the Big City. While serving as 
head writer for Cartoon Network’s #1 rated show 
Codename: Kids Next Door, Mo began writing 
and drawing books for children. His debut effort, 
Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!, became a 
New York Times Bestseller and was awarded 
a Caldecott Honor in 2004. The following year 
Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary Tale was awarded a 
Caldecott Honor. The sequel, Knuffle Bunny Too: 
A Case of Mistaken Identity, garnered Mo his third 
Caldecott Honor in 2008. In addition to picture 
books, Mo created the Elephant and Piggie books 
which were awarded the Theodor Seuss Geisel 
Medal in 2008 and 2009 and a Geisel Honor in 
2011. For older audiences he has published an 
illustrated memoir of his year-long trip around the 
world in 1990-91 entitled You Can Never Find a 
Rickshaw When It Monsoons. Mo’s drawings, wire 
sculptures, and ceramics (done in collaboration 
with his father) have been exhibited in numerous 
galleries and museums across the nation and 
his graphic story about his family experiences 
during 9/11 for DC comics resides in the Library 
of Congress’ permanent collection. Mo has been 
heard on NPR’s All Things Considered where he 
occasionally serves as the broadcast’s “Radio 
Cartoonist.” While no longer working in television, 
Mo voices and produces animated cartoons 
based on his books with Weston Woods studios. 
The animated Knuffle Bunny was awarded Best 
Film during the New York International Children›s 
Film Festival in 2008 and received the Andrew 
Carnegie Medal in 2007. The animated Don’t 
Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! garnered Mo his 
second Carnegie Medal in 2010. Mo wrote the 
script and lyrics for Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary 
Tale, commissioned by the Kennedy Center for 
its 2010 season. Mo lives in Massachusetts with 
his family.

https://www.mtishows.com/knuffle-bunny-a-cautionary-musical
https://www.mtishows.com/knuffle-bunny-a-cautionary-musical
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Mr. Warburton (Playwright) is 
the executive producer of Disney 
Jr’s hit series Muppet Babies, 
which has introduced Kermit, 
Piggy, Fozzie, Gonzo, Animal, 
and a brand-new Muppet named 
Summer Penguin to a whole 

new generation of kids. But Mr. Warburton is 
best known as the creator of the action-packed 
original series Codename: Kids Next Door which 
ran on Cartoon Network for six seasons and 
inspired kids to start their own KND sectors 
worldwide. Over the years Mr. Warburton has 
helped produce, design, and direct many other 
animated shows including Disney’s Fish Hooks, 
The 7D, and Pepper Ann as well as Cartoon 
Network›s Sheep in The Big City, Nickelodeon’s 
Doug, and MTV’s Beavis and Butthead. He’s 
also worked on tons of animated commercials, 
episodes of Schoolhouse Rock, and Saturday 
Night Live’s “TV Funhouse.” Mr. Warburton also 
likes to make books. His first picture book, 1000 
Times No, was published by HarperCollins to 
super nice reviews and an animated version 
was made for Nick Jr. Recent projects include 
collaborating with his best pal, children’s book 
author Mo Willems, on a musical based on Mo’s 
best-selling book Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive 
the Bus! for the Kennedy Center as well as an 
animated production of Naked Mole Rat Gets 
Dressed: The Rock Opera Experience.

Deborah Wicks La Puma 
(Composer), a composer, music 
director, and orchestrator, is one 
of the most produced Theatre 
for Young Audiences artists 
working today. With bestselling 
children’s author Mo Willems, 

she has created Elephant and Piggie’s “We Are in 
A Play!”, Naked Mole Rat Gets Dressed: The Rock 
Experience, and Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the 
Bus! The Musical! Her many and diverse works 
with playwright Karen Zacarías include Ella 
Enchanted (based on the book by Gail Carson 
Levine), Olivério: A Brazilian Twist, Frida Libre, 
Looking for Roberto Clemente, and Einstein 
Is a Dummy. With playwright Adam Tobin she 
created She Persisted (based on the book by 
Chelsea Clinton) and the upcoming What Do You 
Do With an Idea? (based on the book by Kobi 
Yamada). Her adult works include the lyric opera 
Dakota Sky and the Mexican folk musical Perdita 
(based on Shakespeare›s A Winter’s Tale) with 
Kathleen Cahill. She received her M.F.A. from 
New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts, 
her bachelor’s degree from Stanford University, 
and studied folk music with ethnomusicologist 
Alfredo López Mondragón. Her honors include 
the Jane Chambers Playwriting Award, an 
NEA New American Works Grant, two Parents’ 
Choice Awards, and a Helen Hayes Award 
for Outstanding Musical Adaptation. A proud 
Mexican-American and “Navy brat” who grew up 
in Brazil, Portugal, and California, La Puma is a 
member of TYA USA/ASSITEJ, ASCAP, and The 
Dramatists Guild. Mother to three daughters 
and Mimi the Cat, La Puma lives in Southern 
California with her PR agent and loving husband, 
Chris.

TICKETS AT
DMPlayhouse.com

IN THE  
JOHN VIARS THEATRE

Suspect Everyone. 
FEB. 7-20, 2022

THIS PRODUCTION IS  
GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY 

EDWARD JONES

http://dmplayhouse.com
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A melodic rock station with soul; a musical melting pot, blending rock and roll 
with jazz and soul; stirring in some blues and acoustic music, and 
with world beat and reggae. KFMG features musicians who live in our town 

and our state, and musicians who are coming to our town. 
We are as musically diverse as our city and our listeners, 

and we invite you to join us.

 98.9FM

515.280.3332   dmsymphony.org/academy  

Enroll today!
The Symphony Academy offers 
extraordinary musical experiences and 
outstanding educational opportunities, 
including private lessons, group classes, 
youth orchestras & ensembles, 
workshops and more.

http://www.kfmg.org
http://dmsymphony.org/academy
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Technical Director: Nicholas 
Amundson

Master Carpenter: Nicholas 
Amundson

Set Construction: Katelyn McBurney

Scenic Charge Artist: Nicholas 
Amundson

Costume Crew: Susan Eisenhour, 
Barb Mydland, Jill Polk

Playhouse Audition Crew: Toni Farris, 
Brandon Record, Aja Smith, Ellie 
Wellman

Playhouse Ambassadors: Judy 
Blessington, Mary Bricker, Annette 
Duffy, Alma Hackbart, Pat Henson, 
Jolene Huen, Jean Leibold, Sunny 
Liston, Mary Marshall, Mark 
Morrison, Becky Scholtec, Mary 
Whisenand, Sherill Whisenand

Playhouse Partners: Dani Boal, 
Mary Bricker, Edward Corpus, Peter 
Dean, Denise Forney, Anne Frett, 
Pam Gabby, Michael Howland, Jill 
Lippincott, Rebecca Masucci, Greg 
Millar, Mark Morrison, Charlie 
Reese, Maxwell Schaeffer, Jackie 
Schmillen, Tony Tandeski, Josh 
Visnapuu, Eva Williams

Playhouse Photographers: Steve 
Gibbons, Brent Isenberger

Playhouse Historians: Mark Morrison, 
Lloyd Von Hagen

JUNIE B. IN JINGLE BELLS, BATMAN 
SMELLS! SPECIAL THANKS
Due to print deadlines, these 
individuals could not be 
acknowledged in the previous playbill.
Run Crew: Ann Barfels, Olivia 
Burkhart, Alison Haider, Jake 
Stegman, Ellie Wellman, Jessica 
Rose Williams
Guest Services: Rania Abunijaila, 
Jenny Bryant, Ann Marie Buell, 
Colton Buell, Jake Buell, Marquis 
Bundy, Judi Cooper, Carol Culmer, 
Abby Elsbernd, Tami Fetters, Ellen 
Fisher, Jeff Fisher, Jenny Grzyb, 
Jen Gustafson, Sophia Gustafson, 
Alison Haider, Lorrie Hayes, Elise 
Henrichsen, Harold Hinkhouse, 
Anne Jung, Katherine Jung, Emily 
Kehoe, Zander Kehoe, Marcia Klindt, 
Ainur Kuanyshpayeva, Paige Olson, 
Kathy Polson, Bernice Rajesh, Susan 

Ramfjord, Miles Ramfjord, Lisa 
Richards, Steve Schaaf, Alex Siegle, 
Amy Skarin, Mary Staplin, Barbara 
White, Janet Whiteside

THE SOUND OF MUSIC SPECIAL 
THANKS
Due to print deadlines, these 
individuals could not be 
acknowledged in the previous playbill.
Set Construction: Anna Preis, Aja 
Smith
Set Painting: Anna Preis
Guest Services: Linda Baltzley, 
Madison Bavas, Miranda Blackford, 
Corley Blackford, Judy Block, 
Jenny Bryant, Ann Marie Buell, 
Anastasia Bull, Darlene Cangas, 
Delaney Clark, Judi Cooper, Julia 
Culbertson, Heather Cushman, Patty 
Davis, Maddie Davis, Lydia Davis, 
Daniel Dunham, Linda Dunham, 
Karen Elrod, Susan Ferguson, Mark 
Ferguson, Ellen Fisher, Jeff Fisher, 
Jane Flagler, Rosemary Fritjunker, 
Pam Gabby, Abbie Garlock, Fred 
Gee, Sharon Gee, Julie Gerdes, 
Dave Gerdes, Miranda Gerdes, 
Connie Gross, Noah Hackbart, 

Elyse Hall, Lindsay Hall, Melanie 
Hall, Cathy Hanes, Keith Hayes, 
Miranda Heifner, Stephanie Henzi, 
Harold Hinkhouse, Ngoc Ho, Sandi 
Holland, Charles Johnson, Anne 
Jung, Lloyd Kaufman, Zander Kehoe, 
Lily Koch, Emily Kurtz, Susan Lee, 
Joyce Lehman, Holly Lowell, Mary 
Marshall, Linda McClure, Barb 
Merrill, Deb Miles, Katie Morrison, 
Sheila Mullen, Judy O’Keefe, Dana 
Oredson, Elsa Oredson, Jennifer 
Oredson, Lars Oredson, Jayme 
Pals, Traci Petersen, Jan Pitcher, 
Kathy Poetting, Kathy Polson, 
Darlene Pullen, Mark Pullen, 
Sally Rogers, Cherlene Ryan, Sara 
Sample, Linda Schuler, Makayla 
Schuler, Rodney Schuler, Nicole 
Sickels, Alex Siegle, Amy Skarin, 
Harper Snavely, Reese Snavely, 
Sarah Snavely, Mary Staplin, Elise 
Thongvanh, LeAnn Thongvanh, 
Angela Umthun, Veronica Veraldi, 
Neli Vosloh, Maddox Wadja, Connie 
Walker, Abigail Walter, Frances 
Watson, Janet Whiteside, Merey 
Zhaksylykova

PRODUCTION CREWS

The actors and crew members 
of today’s performance are 
volunteers who live in greater 
Des Moines — people just like 
you who love theatre! 

Did You Know?

Do you have time and talent to share?  
Grab a flyer in the lobby or visit 

DMPlayhouse.com

http://www.dmplayhouse.com


18 THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON 19THE PLAYHOUSE 2021–22 SEASON

Ordinary People. 
Extraordinary Theatre.

DMPlayhouse.com
SEE THE SHOW SCHEDULE:

831 42nd Street | Des Moines | 515.277.6261  

The morning The morning 
news anchor news anchor 
is an award is an award 
winning actress?winning actress?

Jackie Schmillen,
Disney’s The 
Little Mermaid,
2017-18 Season

Jackie Schmillen,
Morning Anchor on

Good Morning Iowa, 
We Are Iowa Local 5 News

Nationwide, the Nationwide N and Eagle and Nationwide is on your side are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2021 Nationwide 
CPO-1498AO (02/21)

We make it a priority to help the communities where our associates, 
members and partners live and work. That’s why Nationwide is proud to 
support The Playhouse. 

Learn more at nationwide.com/corporatecitizenship

Say hello to a company that cares. 

http://dmplayhouse.com
http://www.nationwide.com/corporatecitizenship
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The Playhouse 
receives funding 
support from

Support for the 
Playhouse is 
provided by

Playhouse 
partners include

PLAYHOUSE ADMINISTRATION

Board of Directors
Barbara C. White, President,
 Workspace, Inc.
Meyer Lehman, Treasurer, 
 EMC Insurance Companies
Sally Cooper Smith, Secretary, 
 Cooper Smith & Company
Steve Schaaf, Past President, 
 Community Volunteer

Nick Andersen, Nationwide Insurance
Shashank Aurora, Des Moines Public 

Schools
Robert L. Culbert, US Bank
Lonnette Dafney, EMC Insurance
Scott Gire, Oasis, A Paychex© Company
Tyler Hackman, Meredith Corporation
Kimberly Hansen, B.A., M.P.A., 

Rebuilding Together
Tony Jones, Grinnell State Bank
Joanna Lowe, Wells Fargo
Manisha Paudel, City of Des Moines
Colleen Powell, Des Moines Radio 

Group
J.P. Singh, eWay Corporation
Linda Westergaard, City of Des Moines 

Council Member, Re/Max Precision

Advisory Council
Pamela 
 Bass-Bookey
Jon Batesole
Joanne Brown
Judy McCoy Davis
Allison Engel
Suzanne Engman
Tom Goldman

Peter Hedges
Donn Hutchins
Donald H. Kagin, 

Ph.D.
Gerard Neugent
Mary Urban
Bob Veenstra
Sandra Windsor  

Staff
David R. Kilpatrick, Executive Director
Katy Merriman, Artistic Director

Administration
Ryan Crane, Director of Philanthropy 
Lee Ann Bakros, Marketing & Public       
    Relations Director
Robin Spahr, Education Director 
Mary Hofer, Finance
Jada Smith, Office Manager/
    Volunteer Coordinator
Katy McCaull, Ticket Office Marketing
Debbie Jacobson, Ticket Office Manager

Production
Angela Lampe,  Associate Artistic
    Director
Jessica Van Essen, Costume Shop 

Supervisor
Nicholas Amundson, Associate 

Technical Director

Performance Staff
Elissa Johnson, Cherie Moen, 
 David A. VanCleave, House Managers
Lindsey Ballard, Concessions Manager

Education Staff
Janet Casson
Melissa Chavas-

Miller*
Nicole Chavas-

Schwegler
Jenna Darsee
Katie Dorrell*
Tali Eisenstadt
Anne Frett
Robin Breen 

Fulton*

Maren Grant
Ron Hyde
Nate Jorgensen
Taylor Layden
Brett Spahr*
Kim Van Haecke
Sarah Beth 

Weinberg
Anna Zimney

*Master Teacher

Pre-Intern Program (PIPs)
Crey Abbas
Grace Aerisolphal
Alexander Baker
Isabelle Baker
Meridan Boyd
Kristin Coons
Caitlyn Dean
Audrey Frett
Katelyn Gallagher
Grace Harvey
Teddi Karnes
Paige Olson

Greta Paulsen
Claire Riesberg
Lulu Rongerude
Ridge Rutherford
Ashley Scarbrough
Evie Smith
Lily Spahr
Madeline 
 Streaker-Seay
Aaliyah Trimble
Eliza Tutty
Ashlyn Yu
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−CHELSEA

−KRISTIN

Have you seen the Shops at Roosevelt? 

Shakti Yoga  •  The Cheese Shop  •  Iowa IV 
Be, LLC.  •  La Mie Bakery  •  Sacred Diamond

The Juice Company  •  DSM Salon & Spa
 Worn  •  Roosevelt Barber Shop

Pre-Natal Vision Ultrasound  •  Silver Fox

42ND STREET - JUST NORTH OF INTERSTATE 235

STARRING



2 0 2 1 - 2 2  S E A S O N
Coming back together at the Stoner Theater

The Cake
by Bekah Brunstetter
N o v .  12  –  2 1 ,  2 0 2 1

It’s A Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play
by Joe Landry
D e c .  16  -  2 3 ,  2 0 2 1 

Long Day’s Journey Into Night
by Eugene O’Neill
F e b .  11  –  2 0 ,  2 0 2 2

Sweat
by Lynn Nottage
M a r .  2 5  –  A p r .  3 ,  2 0 2 2

Girls’ Weekend 2
by Karen Schaeffer
A p r .  2 9  -  M a y  15 ,  2 0 2 2
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http://www.desmoinesartsfestival.org

