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is a dry red with light, fresh notes. i - .
First impressions are tangy acid eserve Marquette

followed by black cherry fading 2019 lowa Sabrevois is a dry red with bright

to plum, a dry mid-palate, and a is a dry red with bold aromas of spices  cherry notes and hints of

long, pleasing finish. Made from and leather on the nose followed by baking spice on the nose and

Marquette, St. Croix, Petite Pearl, blackberry and plum notes with hints  palate followed by a long,

and Steuben grapes grown in lowa,  ©f baking spice, smoke, and licorice moderately acidic finish.

it's a versatile wine that pairs well on the palate. Made from Sabrevois Made from Marquette grapes

with grilled meat and spicy foods. grapes grown in our lowa vineyards, grown in our lowa vineyards,
it pairs well with grilled meat. it pairs well with spicy foods.

Tassel Ridge wines are sold at over 400 retailers in lowa. For a list, visit
www.tasselridge.com/retail. Or Tassel Ridge Winery can ship wine directly to
you in lowa, Arizona, California, Colorado, DC, Florida, Minnesota, Missouri,
and Texas. Call the Winery at 641.672.WINE (9463) to place your order.
Adult signature required for receipt of wine. Visit www.tasselridge.com, our
Facebook page, or call 641.672.WINE (9463) for updates on hours, Wine
Tasting, and Wine & Food Events.

Tassel Ridge Dry Red Wines...Simply Extraordinary®
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Tiffany Johnson
Pyramid Theatre
Company Producing
Artistic Director

Katy Merriman
Des Moines
Playhouse Artistic
Director

WELCOME

Welcome to our third co-production between Pyramid Theatre Company and The Des Moines Playhouse!
This partnership was built on a friendship between the two of us that blossomed when we were

asked to host the 2017 Cloris Awards at Hoyt Sherman Place. The goal then was to blend our theatre
experiences to create something better than either of us would make on our own. Our general working
relationship and this collaboration has remained the same in many ways: Katy asks Tiffany to do silly
things like wear wigs and dream big with her, and Tiffany grounds Katy and gets to the heart of the thing
no matter what we are doing. As a result of these collaborations, both theatres and our communities
have grown.

Creating a functional partnership between two theatre companies of any kind is difficult, especially
when combining an old and established theatre with a new and burgeoning one. We have learned how
to take the best of both worlds and build on our strengths and assets to produce projects that take us
each beyond what we could do alone. A Love Offering, by Jonathan Norton, was our first co-production
produced in the spring 2021, just after we had roughed through a year of COVID theatre. Our hope was
to find an emerging BIPOC playwright who had written a script in which both Playhouse and Pyramid
audiences could find something to relate to, and Norton had done just that. Our second co-production
premiered on June 19, 2022, and was a step in a different direction. This time around Tiffany connected
us with another emerging artist, Beaufield Berry, who had written a Black cowgirl musical comedy
(you heard that right) that had been workshopped in Omaha, NE, and was looking for another venue

to produce it. In contract to Norton's work, this project required us to develop a completely new and
unproduced work. Buffalo Women was a raging success if you ask us.

We hope that August Wilson’s The Piano Lesson culminates in an unforgettable theatrical experience.
This cast, crew, and production team is representative of some of the major goals of our collaboration.
Itis a group of artists who are both new and emerging in their fields and who have graced both theatres’

stages for many years. We are extremely excited to welcome back Ken-Matt Martin. What could be more fitting than for a
founding member and the former leader of Pyramid to return and offer his direction of a story penned by the playwright that
started it all for Pyramid Theatre Company?

We thank the audiences, volunteers, and staff of Pyramid and The Playhouse for being patient, flexible, invigorating, and
supportive of this collaboration for the past three years. We know there is plenty more to come and we can't wait for future
projects that support new and emerging artists right here at home as well as outside Greater Des Moines. Thank you from the
bottom of our hearts for supporting this work.

i Scan the @R code to tell us who

ZPLAYHOUSE the Dionysos Awards each September.

your favorite performers were today!
Outstanding performances are recognized at

THE PLAYHOUSE 2022-23 SEASON 1


https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/qr_code/dmppianolesson

From all the volunteers, cast, crew,
and staff at The Playhouse...

Thank you for your support!

To make a donation, please contact:

Ryan Crane
Director of Philanthropy
515.974.5370

rcrane@dmplayhouse.com

Donors listed are current from Mar. 1, 2022 to

Jan. 4, 2023.
An * indicates a deceased donor.

Director’s Circle

Benefactor ($5,000+)
Cory & Emily Abbas
Sarabeth & William Anderson
Bankers Trust
Stu Bassman
Harry Bookey &

Pamela Bass-Bookey
Jordan Bookey
Bravo Greater Des Moines

Altoona

Ankeny

Bondurant

Carlisle

Clive

Des Moines

Grimes

Indianola

Johnston

Norwalk

Pleasant Hill

Polk City

Polk County

Urbandale

Waukee

West Des Moines

Windsor Heights
Jan Burch & Robert Mitchell
Suzie Glazer Burt
Mathew & Suzy Coen
Linda J Cohen
Cole-Belin Education

Foundation
Cooper Smith & Co
Corteva Agriscience
Jeff & Meg Courter
Lonnie Dafney and Family
Peter & Melody Dean

and Family
Carrie & Craig Dostal
Easter Family Fund
Edward Jones
EMC Insurance Companies
Charles Farr*

Donors who generously support The Playhouse at the $1,000 level
and above qualify for the Director’s Circle.

Gloria & Art Filean

Allison & Jim Fleming

Gabus Automotive Group

Rosalie Gallagher

Ann & Michael Gersie

Sue & Steve Gibbons

Patsy & Dr Larry Goetz

Kate Goldman Education Fund

Sally & Thomas Graf

Grinnell State Bank

Dan & Joanie Houston

Debbie & Michael Hubbell

Infomax Office Systems

Laura C Ingram

lowa Department of
Cultural Affairs

Al & Ann W Jennings

Barbara & William Keck

Barbara & David R Kilpatrick

Julie & Marshall Linn 11l

Mark & Holly Lyons

Russ & Mary Marshall

Merchants Bonding
Company Foundation

Jane E Meyer

MidAmerican Energy Company

Carol & Greg Millar

Gerry & Mary Lou Neugent

Mark & Jill Oman

Polk County Board of
Supervisors

Anastasia Polydoran

Prairie Meadows

Principal Charity Classic

Dr James J Pullen*

Mark & Darlene Pullen

John Ruan Foundation Trust

Melinda & Charles Ruperto

Shane & Elisabeth Sandersfeld

Richard & Carolyn Santi

Renee & Steve Schaaf

Sam Scheidler

Claudia & Paul Schickler
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Sehgal Foundation
Clemens J Smith Charitable
Foundation
Bill & Jeanie Smith
Roger & Sandra Spahr
Bruce & Celeste Stoltze
Dotty Thurston
Edward & Nancy Truslow
UnityPoint Health
Bob & Molly Veenstra
The Waldinger Corporation
Linda & Bill Weidmaier
Wellmark Blue Cross Blue
Shield
The Wellmark Foundation
David & Barbara White
Malinda Wiesner &
Dr Gary Hammerstrom
Windsor Charitable
Foundation
Paul Woodard
Workspace, Inc
Thomas R Zucker
Charitable Trust

Lincoln Savings Bank
Polly Moore
Henry G & Norma A Peterson
Charitable Trust
Michelle & Reed Pulver
Peter & Rita Reed
Chuck & Kathy Safris
Pat & Lou Schneider
Mark Smith & Artis Reis
Jan & Layton Stump
Dawn Taylor
Kent & Joann Tipping
John Viars Endowment
Dale Wakelin
Richard & Carolyn Santi

Producer ($2,500+)
Nick & Liz Andersen
Mollie Baker
Joanne & Milt Brown
Artistic Excellence Fund
Ken Cheyne
Jeff Couch
Ashley & Dr Vaun DeJong
Jim Fogarty
Debra L Garner &
John S Richards
Kimberly Hansen
Dr James &
Mary Ellen Kimball
Dale Klocksiem
Karen & Kent Klopfenstein
Meyer & Jen Lehman

Director ($1,000+)
Anonymous (2)
Jim* & Jeanella Arthur
Ed Augustine & Nancy Price
Lee Ann Bakros
Jim Benda & Lou Van Daele
Linda Blair
Timothy & Wanda Blount
Bookey Education
Intern Fund
Tracy Miksell Branch &
Craig Branch
Paul & Kathleen Brown
Foundation
Chris & Zora Burch
Deanne Caudle
Joyce & Rick Chapman
Abigail Chungath
James & Janine Clark
Brendan & Christine Comito
Joseph M Comito
Trevor Nail & Ryan Crane
Robert L Culbert &
Lynne Paulsen
The Dayton Family
Sue Dittmer & Bonnie Hodson



Philip Dorweiler
Drake Simpson, LLC
Toni K Farris

Jeff Fuller &

Lucinda Wonderlich-Fuller
Londa & Michael Fuller
Angela & Terry Gallagher
Lois Y Gambill
Jonathan & Nenad Garton
John & Ann Ghrist

Family Foundation
Scott Gire & Steven Linn
Molly & Tyler Hackman
Steve & Cheryl Hamilton
Adam Haselhuhn
Begie Hefner
Carol Hendrick & Jon Duvick
Dixie Lee & Will Hoekman
Fred & Charlotte Hubbell
David (Ken) &

Mary Beth Hughes
Trudy Holman Hurd
John lles
Vicki Jahr
Mary & Daniel Kelly

Family Foundation
Marty & Tamara Kenworthy
Shirley E Kleywegt
Mike & Pam Kulik
Kum & Go
Kerrie Lee & Rob Vasiloff
Chris & Bob Lewis
Joanna & Tim Lowe Jr
LaRue & Bob Maddox
Mary G Marshall
Susie & Dick McCauley
Midland National Life

Insurance Co
Paul W Miller
Ginger & Terry Monson
Theresa Kay Moran
Phyllis Mumford-Sovern &

Kent Sovern
Anna & Bobby Nalean
Candy Nardini
William L Niemann &

Doris E Niemann

Charitable Foundation
Mary Oothout
Colleen Powell
Carla & Denny Prather
The Ream Family
Dianne S Riley
Anne, Kay, & Paul Rozeboom
Rebecca Scholtec
Richard & Jackie Seibert
Mary & Stan Seidler
Brooke & Daniel Stewart
Jeff & Susan Stroud
John & Maryann Vedder
Mike & Diane Versackas
Dee & Jim Vickery
Kelly & Kevin Waetke
Walmart
The Weathertop Foundation
Jeanette Webb
Harvey & Rita Weinberg
Mary E Whisenand
Norman & Charlotte Willis
Krenio P Wright*

Leading Player ($500+)

Anonymous

Frederick L Ahr

Kelly Anderson

Shashank & Swapna Aurora

Jill Bassman & Jeff Lamson

Charles & Mary Jean Bischof

Erica & Matt Bral

Pati & Jason Burt

Charities Aid Foundation
America

Rosemary Chiodo

John & Holly Clark

Kenton & Christine Coons

Sally Cooper Smith

Mark & Judi Cooper

Kent & Patty Davis

Des Moines Mercantile

Rebekah DeWild

Sondra G Eddings

Tracy & Bill Ekhardt

Karen Engman

Marvin Gilliland

Nancy & Robert Goldhammer

Julianne Hambleton

Marilyn Harvey

Scott Haugh

R Michael & Lorrie Hayes

Bari Hoskins

Kristel Howell

Israel Family Charitable
Fund

Steve & Val Johnson

Allaire Jutting

Donna L Kelling

Dr Amy Kumagai

Marilyn & Ronald Marr

Teresa Mathews

Michael & Robbie Meacham

Robert &
Sharon Meisenheimer

Scott & Barb Menke

Annie Mielke

Dick & Sharon Montgomery

Mark Morrison

0'Halloran Family Foundation

Renaissance Charitable
Foundation

John Schmidt & Deb Wiley

Mike Schneider

Molly Schott

Clem & Mary Sevde

Bruce & Barb Sherman

Robert & Jean Shires

Ronald Stearns Il

Stephen & Martha Stephenson

Jill & Dan Stevenson

Marc & Evon Swanson

Tilda Brown Swanson &
Richard Swanson

Carol J Taylor

Dee Willemsen

Ensemble ($100+)
Anonymous (6)

Dennis & Sheila Adamson
Isabel & Jimmy Aglikin
Amazon Smile

Judy Anderson

Cynthia & John Andrews

Robert & Joan Anthony
Susan Aschenbrenner
Connie Babbitt
Tammy Baker
Joshua Baldwin
Richard Banyard
Ann Barfels
Carol Barnett
Sally & Dennis Bates
Kathleen Baustian
Gil Beecher & Sharon Tahtinen
Ann & Donald D Beeson
Stacie Bendixen
Diane Benoit
Bill & Patti Bergeth
Lawrence Berlin
Adam & Tricia Berry
The Bianchi Family
Alan & Suzanne Bisgrove
John Bloem
Margaret Bloomcamp
Steven Bobenhouse &
Nancy Lavender Bobenhouse
Kyle Bochart
UJ & Linda Booth
Kenneth & Darlene Brickman
Sharon Brummer
Mary & Barry Bruner
Marcia Brunson
Dr Cleveland E &
Linda K Bryant
Diane Bunten
John Bunz
Linda Carlson
Matt Carlson
John Cascone
Ann Cidoni
Mark Clark & Katie Roth
Randall Clark
Lucy Coady
Sydney J Coder
James & Sue Cornick
Jane Ann Cotton
Larry & Linda Cox
Ryan Crane & Trevor Nail
Deb Cupples
Josh Dahle
Robert & Connie Davis
Meredith Dohmen
Sara & Tom Doruska
Kristine & Jason Dreckman
Scott & Vickey Durham
Michael & Angela Duster
LeLoie Dutemple
Travis Edrington
William Ehm & Rose Ann Shea
Randy & Sue Ehrhardt
Jerry & Susan Eisenhour
Jack Ekstrand
Troy Ellerbroek
Matt & Lexi Faber
Gloria Jean Fargo
Kathie Farris
William & Leona Farris
Jill & Jeff Featherstone
Emily Ferdman
Dr Louis* & Lois Fingerman
Jane Flagler &
Charles Johnson
Dean & Sue Forbes
Anthony & Marla Forret

DONORS

Christine & Steve Fraher
Debra Franzen

RuthAnne Free

Richard Fyock

Nicholas J Galioto
Edward & Rita Gottschalk
Lynn & Steve Graves

Jim & Debra Greenfield
Kathryn A Griffin

Rick Gubbels & Tracy Lewis
Richard & Emily Guentert
Deb Guntly

John & Lori Hackett
Robert & Laurine Hackman
Dorothy Hall

Barbara Hamilton
Jeremy & Sarah Hamilton
Tasara Hamilton
Elizabeth Hansen

Mark & Thalya Hanson
Wendell & Lois Harms
John Harrison

Sarah & James Hayes
Joyce Hegna

Pat Henson

Deab & Nealia Herberger
Marsha Herman

Ann Herteen

Doris Hertsgaard

Heuss Printing

Harold H Hinkhouse
Nick & Kaleigh Hitsman
Jim & Joyce Hoffman
Judy & Robert Hoffman
Rich & Trudi Holst
Robert & Sharon Holz
Joy Hong-Russell

Sarah Hoodjer

Robert Hornbrook

Susan Hough

Immanuel

Diane & Bruce Janvrin
Dixie Jeffries

Teresa & Jeff Joens
Robin & Peter Karney
Melissa Kellar

Larry Kirsner

Martha & Gordon Klatt
Ron Klipfel

Kathleen Koenig

Janet T Koerner

Lindsay Koressel

Tyler & Carrie Kruse
Jeffrey Lamberti

Richard & Diana Latch
Laura Leonard

Jill & Derek Lippincott
Chris Logsdon

Cheryl & Greg Long
Roger & Donna Loof
Jenni Losee

Christine Green Louscher
Susan Low

Margaret Ludington
Annette Lund & Bill Roach
Paul & Jean Mack

Greg & Carol Madsen
Robert & Joanne Mahaffey
Denny & Patty Maiers
Dennis Mann

Kent & Sheila Mauck
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DONORS

Frank & Lonna McCammond
Vince & Marva McCarty
Chuck & Louise McDonald
Bill & Pat McGill
Ann McGowan
John & Karine McLaughlin
Jan & John Mechem
Marilyn Melcher
Robert & Barbara Merrill
Liska Miller Scholarship for
Continuing Education
Steven & Angela Miller
Patricia Moore
Barbara Mydland
Nationwide
Ann & John Nesbit
Eolo & Debbie Nizzi
The Oakley Family
Nate & Martine Olson-Daniel
Carol Palmer & Dan Chase
Peter & Patricia Pashler
Eric Penberthy
Gloria Perry
Sheila & Tom Pflanz
Planned Parenthood
North Central States
Christina Pohl
Thomas & Julie Preisser
Principal Foundation
Ellen Prust
LaVerne & Janice Quass
Robert & Linda Railey
Laurine Raker
Beth & Hadley Reese
Karen & Griff Reese Il
Jane Reese
Jan Reinicke
Dennis & Sandy Rich
Riesberg-Thorpe Family
Mary Lu Roffe
Timothy Rose
Harriet Ross
Jayme Rothweiler
Bianca Rowland
Greg & Ann Ruble
Sandy Ruhs
Bill & Morna Rutledge
Barbara Chase Rybacki
Shawn Sabin & Paul Barnds
Annie Salgado
David & Nanci Sande
Donald & Barbara Sanning
Jackie Saunders &
Cecil Goettsch
Patricia Schaefer
Barbara Schiek
Chris & Melissa Schnucker
Erica Schultes
Mary Ann Scott
Sara Scott & Steve Rowley
Becky & Tom Selander
Chandrakant & Hasu Shah
Walt & Shirley Sharp
Larry & Norma Shepard
Amy Shumaker
Lynn & Amy Skarin
Chuck & Meg Smith
Ruth Smith
Nancy Snyder
Richard Snyder
Robert Snyder
Luella Spaine

Tori Squires

Jane Stanley

State Farm

Stephen & Martha Stephenson

Larry & Ellen Strachota

Adam Stuchel

Denice Sutton

Jean Swanson

Joyce & Ben Swartz

The Swartzendruber
Throckmorton Family

Nikki & Jay Syverson

Marsha & Mike Szymczuk

Claudia & Jerry Tank

Mary Jane Tesdall

Nancy G Thompson

Rick & Tina Thompson

Joe Tish

Maureen Roach Tobin &
Terrence M Tobin Endow
lowa Fund

Leah & Al Tokheim

Nicole Topliff

Coralynn Trewet

Russ & Alana Trimble Family

Joann Tucker

Tom & Jan Turk

Robert & Carole Turnquist

Peni, Brynn, & Jensan Tussey

Dennis Tuttle

Clarence & Sue Twilley

Ann & Marty Ungs

Steve Van Brocklin

Greg Velasquez

Cathy & Andy Venzke

John & Sherryl Viars

Mike & Melissa Vogel

Lloyd & Julie Von Hagen

Andreas Wahle

Pat & Tammy Walker

Allison Wallace

Sally K Walsh

Christine Waschle

Wells Fargo

Becca Wemhoff

Linda & Neal Westergaard

Lu Ann White

Michelle Wickham

Margo Wildung

Beth & Brian Willem

Sue & John Windheuser

Paul & Fonda Womack

George & Jane Wood

Susan E Wright

Reg & Roberta Yoder

David & Catherine Young

Laura & Wade Zimmerman

Partnership Program
Special thanks to the
corporate partners who
support John Viars
Theatre and Kate Goldman
Children’s Theatre
productions.

Guys and Dolls
Infomax Office Systems
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The Penguin Project
Presents Annie Jr
Fareway Stores

Angela & Terry Gallagher
Angela Lampe

Lincoln Savings Bank
Workspace, Inc

Harriet the Spy
Nationwide

Rodgers & Hammerstein's
Cinderella
Corteva Agriscience

Go, Dog. Go!
Nationwide

August Wilson's The Piano
Lesson
Prairie Meadows

The Hundred Dresses
Nationwide

Kinky Boots
Edward Jones

How | Became a Pirate
Nationwide

Native Gardens
EMC Insurance

Little Shop of Horrors
MidAmerican Energy
Company

Playhouse Archives
Online

The conversion of
thousands of print materials
to digital files is nearly
complete. In 2023, The
Playhouse will unveil a
website on which donors
can find many historical
records from prior plays
and performances. The
donors listed below made
contributions toward the
effort.

Lee Ann Bakros

Brian & Dawn Baldwin
Lynn Blass

Greg & Susan Bridge
Corine Carr

Ryan Crane & Trevor Nail
Jerry & Susan Eisenhour
Mike & Gina Gedler
James & Ulrike Grimaldi
Julianne Hambleton

Ellen & David Harvey
Charles Jennissen
Melissa Kellar

Karen & Kent Klopfenstein
Ann & Shane Kramer
Jolene Laning

Deb Marriott

Mark Morrison

Gerry & Mary Lou Neugent

Aimee & Dale Oakley-Runyan
Nikki Pantzlaff

Rich & Terri Somsky

Sue &Bill Tell

Tami Thompson

Steve Van Brocklin

Jana Vandam

Lloyd & Julie Von Hagen

Sustainers Club

Donors are recognized in the
Sustainers Club when they
make monthly or quarterly
contributions at any level.

Lee Ann Bakros
Stacie Bendixen
Cleveland & Linda Bryant
Ann Cidoni
Judi & Mark Cooper
Debra Cupples
John Dentlinger
Sue Dittmer & Bonnie Hodson
Sara & Tom Doruska
Leona & William Farris
Toni K Farris
Jim Fogarty
Debra L Garner &

John S Richards
Linda & Ron Gruss
Molly & Tyler Hackman
Marilyn Harvey
Scott Haugh
Kristel Howell
Steve & Val Johnson
Barbara & David R Kilpatrick
Kathleen Koenig
Kerrie Lee & Rob Vasiloff
Jen & Meyer Lehman
Katy Merriman
Jane E Meyer
Jim Miller
Carol Palmer & Dan Chase
Evan & Mary Potratz
Emily Rice
Ruth Smith
Steve Van Brocklin
Dale & Eneken* Wakelin
Betty Weber
Harvey & Rita Weinberg
Mary Whisenand
Susan E Wright
Paul & Fonda Womack

Families of Camp 2022
We recognize those families
who made a donation
above and beyond the cost
of Summer Camp/class
registration:

Angela Bergeron

Nick & Kaleigh Hitsman
Ashley & Brett Huth
Heather Isaacson
Karmen Jorgensen
Nicole N Nayima
Oakley Family



Contributed Gifts of
Goods or Services
($500 or more)

Cooper Smith +Company
Steve Gibbons

Heuss Printing

lowa PBS

lowa Public Radio
Isenberger Photography
KFMG

Corporate Matching Gifts
Your personal gift to

The Playhouse may be
eligible for a corporate
match, increasing your
impact. Many corporations
recognize the volunteer
work of their employees
by making a donation on
their behalf. We extend
our thanks to the following
for matching employees’
and retirees’ contributions
and honoring employees’
volunteer efforts.

Dotdash Meredith
Tyler Hackman
Microsoft
Linda Avraamides
State Farm
Greg Madsen
Wellmark Foundation
Muriel Pemble

Tribute Program

The Tribute Program
provides an opportunity to
celebrate milestones such
as birthdays, weddings,
anniversaries and
graduations. It can also be a
way to honor the memory of
friends and relatives.

In Honor of Annie Jr
performers, volunteers,
and staff

Jill Featherstone

The Oakley Family

In Memory of Jim Arthur
Jeanella Arthur

In Honor of Lee Ann Bakros
Isabel & Jimmy Aglikin

In Memory of Leah & Don
Blair
Linda Blair

In Honor of Mike Brandt
John & Maryann Vedder

In Honor of Parker & Oliver
Burt
Suzie Glazer Burt

In Honor of Jenna Darsee
Jan Hall

In Honor of Ashley DeJong
Stephanie Hayes

In Honor of Cambria &
Lani Dirks
Pat & Tammy Walker

In Honor of Therese &
Marv Drey
Annie Salgado

In Memory of John Ekstrand
Lee Ann Bakros

Debra & James Blume
Martha Crist

Laurie Evans

Lynn Evans

Kim Hopkins

Deb & Allen Lundquist
Kathleen Masterpole

In Memory of Dr Louis
Fingerman

Dawn Taylor

Joe Tish

In Memory of Joan Ghrist
Dawn Taylor

In Memory of Kathy
Hamilton
Jeremy & Sarah Hamilton

In Honor of Ingrid Hartman
Travis Edrington

In Memory of Gerry Haugh
Scott Haugh

In Honor of Paul Honold
Carol Barnett

In Honor of Shelley Hopley
Jennifer Hopley

In Honor of Laura Ingram
Doris Hertsgaard

In Honor of Elizabeth Janni
The Oakley Family

In Memory of Brice Charles
Janvrin
Diane & Bruce Janvrin

In Honor of Barbara &
David R Kilpatrick
Randy & Sue Ehrhardt
John & Maryann Vedder

In Honor of Elaine Lindgren
Marty & Ann Ungs

In Memory of Jenifer
Mercer-Klimowski
Lee Ann Bakros

In Memory of Karen Mann
Dennis Mann

In Honor of Drew Minard
Elizabeth Hansen

In Memory of Nellie Moran
Theresa Moran

In Honor of Phyllis
Mumford
John Schmidt & Deb Wiley

In Memory of Jean 0'Shea
Lloyd & Julie Von Hagen

In Honor of The Piano Lesson
ITA Group

In Memory of Mary Jane
(Bookey) Pollack

Natalie Baker-Bookey
Charlotte Berlin

Lawrence & Judith Berlin
Blaine Bookey

Jordan Bookey

Lucy Coady

Suzie Glazer Burt

Kathryn Clarke & Bill Kaplan
Karen Engman

Emily Ferdman

Lois Fingerman

Bud & Dorothy Hockenberg
Jody L Jacklin

Lawrence Kirsner

Lindsay Koressel

Beth Lane

Tom Maddox & Randy Clark
Henry Melcher

Marilyn Melcher

Mary Lu Roffe

Harriet Ross

Barbara Rybacki

Lloyd & Julie Von Hagen
Marilyn & Marvin Winick
Rachel Zukrow

In Honor of Ramsey Village
Phyllis Wolfe

In Memory of Don
Rothweiler

Lee Ann Bakros

Al & Ruth Downey

Kerrie Lee & Rob Vasiloff
Jayme Rothweiler

Mary Jane Tesdall

In Memory of Maxine
Rozeboom

Jo Cox

Anne, Kay, & Paul Rozeboom

In Honor of Quinlan
Sandersfeld
Shane & Elizabeth Sandersfeld

In Memory of Alan Scherer
Anne Scherer

In Honor of Meredith
Hubbell Stahl & Andrew
Stahl

Fred & Charlotte Hubbell

In Honor of Madelyn Topliff
Nicole Topliff

In Memory of Catherine

Utterson

Robert & Lori Baker

Central lowa Principal

Financial Group Retiree
Steering Committee

DONORS

Dan & Donna Claflin
Dennis Tuttle
David & Jana Winter

In Honor of John & Sherryl
Viars
Sondra Eddings

In Honor of Molly & Bob
Veenstra
Polly Moore

In Honor of Mary
Whisenand
Sherill Whisenand

In Memory of Robert Willis
Norman & Charlotte Willis

In Honor of Eli Zimmerman
The Oakley Family

Heritage Club
(documented estate plan gift)
We recognize and honor
those donors who have
included The Playhouse as
a beneficiary in their wills
or estate plans. To learn
more about this opportunity,
please contact Ryan Crane,
Director of Philanthropy, at
rcrane@dmplayhouse.com
or 515.974.5370.

Anonymous

Lee Ann Bakros

Jim Benda

Ryan Bhattacharyya

Marcia Brunson

Sue Dittmer & Bonnie Hodson
Al & Ruth Downey

Allison Engel

Charles* & Marilyn* Farr
Bob & Jeanne* M Hopson
Michael Kellar*

Barbara & David R Kilpatrick
Gary Roberts

Rich & Terri Somsky

Stan & Jane Sondall

Lloyd C & Julie Von Hagen
Dale & Eneken* Wakelin
Mary E Whisenand

David* & Krenio* Wright

An *indicates a deceased
donor.

Don't see your name?
Those listed in this program
have generously supported

The Playhouse since March 1,
2022. If we've made a mistake,
please contact Katy McCaull

at 515.974.5359 or kmccaull@
dmplayhouse.com. Gifts of $100
or more are listed in every playbill
throughout the season. Gifts
under $100 are recognized in the
spring musical playbill each year.
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PYRAMID
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www.pyramidtheatre.org

Board of Directors

Nicole Bartolozzi - lowa State University
Beaufield Berry - Playwright

Carol Bodensteiner - Community Advocate
Nana Coleman - Principal

Marvin DeJear - Greater Des Moines Partnership
Lynn LaGrone - DMACC Ankeny

Carl Lindberg - DMACC Ankeny Theatre

Boyd James - EMC Insurance

Darian Jones - Principal

Heather Jones-Brown - Grinnell College

Sue Mattison - Drake University

Victoria Millet - Davis Brown Law Firm

Jerry Patterson - Principal

Anthony Pawnell, Jr. - Community Activist
Daron Richardson - Meredith Corporation

Lu Spaine - Zumi Collection, LLC

Queion Swift - Community Advocate
DeShana Taylor - Watercress Financial

Lyric Sellers, Student - lowa State University

Founding Members

Tiffany Johnson, Producing Artistic Director - Co-
Founder

Alexis Davis, Managing Director -

Co-Founder

Ken-Matt Martin - Co-Founder

Claudine Cheatem - Co-Founder

Nana Coleman - Co-Founder

Freddie Fulton - Co-Founder

Aaron Smith - Resident Artist

Pyramid Theatre Company thanks these
donors and sponsors for their constant and
continued support.

Bravo Greater Des Moines

lowa Arts Council

Joseph M. Dorgan Memorial Trust

Pamela Bass-Bookey and Harry Bookey

Randy McMullin
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http://www.iowapublicradio.org

GUEST INFORMATION

Accessibility

The Playhouse strives to make its facility and
performances accessible to all guests. Our theatres
are wheelchair accessible. Service animals are
welcome. Assisted listening devices are available

in the John Viars Theatre. If your hearing aid has a
T-coil, toggle to that setting to receive the audio signal
directly without any headset or other equipment
needed. ASL interpreted performances and audio
description performances are available upon request.
For these and other needs, please call the ticket office
with specific service requests.

Cameras

The taking of photographs and the use of recording
devices are not allowed during a performance and are
a violation of state and federal copyright laws.

Cancellations

If a show is cancelled due to bad weather, an email

will be sent to ticket holders. Cancellations will be
noted on the phone system, website, and social media
sites. Tickets for a cancelled performance may be
exchanged for another performance. Please be sure
the ticket office has your email information and current
phone in the event a performance is cancelled. The
Playhouse does not sell its contacts and does not sell
or trade its email addresses.

Concessions

A variety of beverages and candy may be available for
purchase and are allowed in auditoriums. No outside
drink or food are allowed. Staff reserve the right to
deny alcoholic beverage service to anyone at their
discretion.

Elevator
An elevator between levels is located at the east end
of the building.

Emergency Exits
Please note the exit nearest your seat location. In the
event of an emergency, ushers will provide direction.

Etiquette

Latecomers will be seated at an appropriate break
in the play. Lobby chimes are sounded five minutes
before curtain as well as the close of intermission.

Des Moines
Community Playhouse
831 42nd Street

Des Moines, I1A 50312

O O @ DMPlayhouse

dmplayhouse_

DMPlayhouse.com
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Disruptive, unruly guests, regardless of age, will be
asked to leave. Cell phone ringers should be turned off.

Lost Items
Lost items will be held in the ticket office.

Parking

Free parking is available in The Playhouse lots and on
streets surrounding the theatre. After 5:00 PM daily,
free parking is available in the Shops at Roosevelt's
east/back parking lot. Parking in the west/front Shops
parking lot is restricted to Shops customers at all
times. The Playhouse is not responsible for loss of any
personal property left in vehicles.

Performance Content

The Playhouse does not rate subject matter as
sensitivities vary from person to person. Questions
about content, age appropriateness, or other aspects
of the show such as strobe lights and other theatrical
affects should be directed to the ticket office.

Performance Schedule

The regular John Viars Theatre performance schedule
is 7:30 PM Wednesdays through Saturdays, and 2:00
PM Sundays. The regular Kate Goldman Children’s
Theatre performance schedule is 7:00 PM Fridays, and
1:00 PM and 4:00 PM Saturdays and Sundays. The
Family Holiday Classic performance schedule is 7:00
PM Fridays, and 1:00 PM and 5:00 PM Saturdays and
Sundays. All times are subject to change.

Preshow Talk

A preshow talk for each John Viars Theatre
performance will begin 30 minutes prior to curtain in
the west lobby.

Tickets
Each audience member must occupy a seat and have a
ticket, including infants.

Ticket Office Hours

The ticket office is open Noon to 5:00 PM, Tuesday
through Friday, and 90 minutes before each
performance. Tickets are available 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, online. Ticketing fees are the same
whether purchased online, by phone, or at the ticket
office.

Ticket office and
administrative office:
515-277-6261

Group sales reservations:
515-277-6261

School matinee reservations:
515-974-5365



| FM

A melodic rock station with soul; a musical melting pot, blending rock and roll
with jazz and soul; stirring in some blues and acoustic music, and flavoring
with world beat and reggae. KFMG features musicians who live in our town

and our state, and musicians who are coming to our town.
We are as musically diverse as our city and our listeners,
and we invite you to join us.

COOPER +CC

Cooper Smith and Company is proud to provide The Des
Moines Playhouse with creative marketing strategies and
brand based communications for over 10 years!

coopersmithco.com ﬂ
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To date, we have given
$2.1 billion to the state of
lowa, with more than $900
million remaining right
here in Polk County.

PRAIRIE MEADOWS

prairiemeadows.com
We support responsible gaming. 800 BETS OFF
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CAST LIST

655th Production Opening February 3, 2023
104th Season Closing February 19, 2023

Des Moines Community Playhouse and Pyramid Theatre Company Presents in the John Viars Theatre

August Wilson's

THE PIANO LESSON

By August Wilson
Presented by Prairie Meadows

Originally Produced on Broadway by Yale Repertory Theatre (Lloyd Richards, Artistic Director; Benjamin Mordecai,
Managing Director), Center Theatre Group/Ahmanson Theatre (Gordon Davidson, Artistic/Producing Director),
Gordon Davidson and Jujamcyn Theaters (James H. Binger, Chairman; Rocco Landesman, President); produced in
association with the Eugene O'Neill Theatre Center, Huntington Theatre Company (Peter Altman, Producing Director;
Michael Maso, Managing Director), Goodman Theatre, Old Globe Theatre (Jack O'Brien, Artistic Director; Thomas Hall,
Managing Director) and Manhattan Theatre Club (Lynne Meadow, Artistic Director; Barry Grove, Managing Director);
associate producer, Stephen J. Albert.

Originally mounted in 1987 by Yale Repertory Theatre (Lloyd Richards, Artistic Director; Benjamin Mordecai, Managing
Director) and Huntington Theatre Company (Peter Altman, Producing Director; Michael Maso, Managing Director).

Originally presented at National Playwright's Conference of The Eugene O'Neill Theater Center.

Director: Ken-Matt Martin
Scenic Designer: Sydney Lynne
Costume Designer: Angela Lampe
Lighting Designer: John Pomeroy
Sound Designer: G Clausen
Stage Manager: Rachel Meyer
Assistant Stage Manager: Tinika Roland
Production Manager: Paige Beck
Pyramid Theatre Company Producing Artistic Director: Tiffany Johnson
Pyramid Theatre Company Managing Director: Alexis J. Davis
Playhouse Executive Director: David R. Kilpatrick
Playhouse Artistic Director: Katy Merriman

Cast
In Order of Appearance
Doaker ......oooviiieiiei Daron Richardson ~ Maretha ... Larryah Travis
Boy Willie.....coooooeiin Emmett Saah Phillips Jr ~ Avery.........ii Clifton Antoine
LYMON Ryan Collier ~ Wining Boy........cocoooooiiiiiiii Aaron Smith
BErNIECE ..o Tiffany Johnson  Grace............ccccccoooovoieioiiicieee, Colo Chanel

Time and Place: 1936 Pittsburgh
August Wilson's The Piano Lesson is presented with a 15-minute intermission.

August Wilson's The Piano Lesson is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on behalf of Samuel French,
Inc. www.concordhtheatricals.com

The videotaping or making of electronic or other audio and/or visual recordings of this production and distributing recordings or streams in any
medium, including the internet, is strictly prohibited, a violation of the authors’ rights, and actionable under United States copyright law. For more
information, please visit https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists
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CAST NOTES

Clifton Antoine (Avery) is an actor/
comedian who has a passion to
create and connect with others.
Originally from Texas, he has spent
the last 12 years in lowa, graduating
from Central College in 2014 with

a degree in sociology and theatre.

He has been in numerous stage productions, stand-up
showcases, and improv comedy shows. He appeared as
Anthony in / and You and was one of the creators of and
actors in nature of the dream, both at The Playhouse.

Colo Chanel (Grace) is a
philanthropist and performing
artist who uses her platform and
creativity to be an advocate for
those who cannot be an advocate
for themselves. She continues to
blossom into a trailblazer in all
avenues of the entertainment industry. Her stage
credits include nature of the dream with The Playhouse,
Shakuntala and Shakuntala: On the Move with Gateway
Dance, and The Amen Corner with Pyramid Theatre
Company. She also performed for Des Moines Music
Coalition at 80/35 and was a headliner for Capital City

Pride in 2022.

l ' % » | is releasing a second album this
summer. His previous productions

include George in Intimate Apparel and Tony in Too

Heavy for Your Pocket, both at Pyramid Theatre

Company.

‘ l always been a passion of hers as she

feels it gives her a unique opportunity

to ask tough questions, raise awareness of issues, and
many times walk right up and touch the elephant in
the room. Her stage credits include Good People and
Clybourne Park with StageWest; The Jack Trice Story
for Juneteenth; The Mountaintop for Westminster
Presbyterian Integral Arts; and Silent Victory and The
Amen Corner for Pyramid Theatre Company. In 2014,
under the direction of Ken-Matt Martin, she played
Rose in Fences at Des Moines Social Club, receiving an
acting award from Broadway World. She moved to the
production side of theatre with A Soldier’s Story at Des
Moines Social Club, serving as the show's associate

Ryan Collier (Lymon) is a singer,
songwriter, performer, and father.
He is a local entertainer/singer in
The People’s Band, Diamond Empire
Band, and BitterSweet Nation and

Tiffany Johnson (Berniece/Pyramid
Theatre Company Producing Artistic
Director) was born in St. Louis, MO,
but raised in lowa and considers
herself an lowa native. Acting has
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director. In August 2015, Tiffany became one of the
founding members of Pyramid Theatre Company which
was established to serve as a gateway to the arts and
to enhance the experience by illuminating the presence
of Black artists and providing opportunity for more
diverse artistic expression. Tiffany made her directorial
debut in 2016 with Pyramid's first production, A Raisin
in the Sun. She has since directed Akeelah and the Bee
for Des Moines Young Artists’ Theatre, Dead Dog Park
for Open Door Rep, Intimate Apparel for Pyramid, How
| Learned What | Learned, a co-production of Pyramid
and lowa City’s Riverside Theater, and A Love Offering
and Beaufield Berry's Buffalo Women, co-productions
of Pyramid and The Playhouse. Tiffany was featured
by the Des Moines Register as one of the people to
watch in 2019 and the State of lowa awarded her the
2019 Martin Luther King Jr. Achievement Award for
her contributions to art and her commitment to the
community utilizing art to educate and enhance the
Black experience in lowa. More than anything, Tiffany
loves to give of herself to her community as she firmly
believes “as you empty your vessel, your vessel is
filled.” She also believes it takes a village to raise our
children, to support our communities, and to nurture our
tomorrows, and intends to use her gifts to make room
for others to utilize theirs.

Emmett Saah Phillips, Jr (Boy
Willie) is a multi-disciplinary artist,
educator, and activist with a passion
for community engaged practices. He
' has starred in plays such as A Raisin
in the Sun with Pyramid Theatre
Company, Holes with The Playhouse,
and Akeelah and the Bee with Des Moines Young
Artists’ Theatre. Des Moines-raised, he has performed
his original brand of hip-hop and spoken word poetry
throughout lowa and across the country. Emmett
founded Speak Your Peace LLC to convert his various
creative skill sets and years of dedication to arts,
scholarship, and community into hands-on innovative
educational services and experiences that boost self-
confidence, self-awareness, and self-expression.

Daron Richardson (Doaker) is making
his stage debut in The Piano Lesson.
He graduated from lowa State
University with a degree in studio arts
and is currently a tech manager in
the publishing industry. Daron enjoys
poetry, lifelong learning, and co-
hosting Say What! Poetry with Leonard Bell.



Aaron Smith (Wining Boy) is the
father of five wonderful children

and 10 grandchildren and husband

to his amazing wife Jennifer.

Aaron graduated from Grand View
University with a degree in creative
performing arts. Over the years, he
has participated in numerous productions with GVU, The
Playhouse, StageWest, Pyramid Theatre Company, and
more. Some of his most notable roles were the Voice of
Audrey Il at GVU and The Playhouse; Walter Lee Younger
in A Raisin in The Sun at GVU and Pyramid; Aslan in

The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe and Coalhouse
Walker in Ragtime at The Playhouse; Martin Luther King,
Jr. in The Mountaintop, Troy Manson in Fences, and

Sgt Vernon Water in A Soldier’s Play. One of his most
challenging but rewarding theatrical experiences was
the role of August Wilson in the one-man, 90-minute
autobiographical play, How | Learned What | Learned,
performed at the Riverside Theatre in lowa City and with
Pyramid in Des Maines.

Larryah Travis (Maretha) has
participated in Playhouse acting
workshops in the past and
volunteered with The Playhouse's
Penguin Project production of Annie
Jr. Her previous stage credits include
a school production of Disney’s The
Jungle Book. Larryah is in seventh grade and enjoys
acting, cooking, TikTok, and spending time with her
sister.

Ken-Matt Martin (Director) has
worked at theaters across the
country including Rites and Reason
Theatre, Pyramid Theatre Company,
Brown/Trinity Rep, Williamstown
Theatre Festival, Goodman Theatre,
The Playwrights Center, Baltimore
Center Stage, and others. Ken-Matt is a co-founder of
Pyramid Theatre Company where he served as executive
director until 2018. Pyramid is one of the first theatres

in the state of lowa to produce plays by August Wilson
including Ken-Matt's productions of Fences and The
Piano Lesson. Ken-Matt's producing and directing credits
in Des Moines have received numerous Cloris Leachman
Excellence in Theatre Award nominations including two
awards for Best Play and a Special Recognition Award in
2016. Ken-Matt previously served as producing director
at Williamstown Theatre Festival where he negotiated
the Broadway transfers of The Sound Inside and Grand
Horizons. He has also served as associate producer at
the Goodman Theatre where he co-created the Future
Labs program. He is the former artistic director of
Victory Gardens Theatre and was recently appointed

the interim artistic director of Baltimore Center Stage.

CAST NOTES

He received two degrees from Drake University and his
M.FA. in directing from Brown/Trinity Rep.

Sydney Lynne (Scenic Designer) is

a Chicago-based scenic designer

and civic artist, crafting more than

50 world-building experiences. Her
recently recognized productions
include What to Send Up When It Goes
Down (Congo Square Theater), cullud
watah (Victory Gardens), and Campaigns, Inc (Timeline
Theater). Other collaborators include Shattered Globe
Theater, Black Ensemble Theater, First Stage, Longwharf
Theatre, Jupiter Maltz Theater, and Geva Theater Center.
She was nominated for a 2020 Jeff Award in Scenic
Design and won a 2020 3Arts Award in Theatre and 2022
BTAA Award for Best Scenic Design. To those who got
me here, thank you. sydneylynnedesign.com

Angela Lampe (Costume Designer)
began her tenure with The Playhouse
with the 1993 production of Guys and
Dolls. Since then, she has designed
costumes, sets, and props for nearly
300 productions including Guys and
Dolls, Les Misérables, Disney’s The
Little Mermaid, West Side Story, Into the Woods, and
Hairspray. She has a B.A. from Central College in Pella
and an M.FA. in theatre from the University of Nebraska.
She is the recipient of multiple Cloris Awards for
excellence in costuming and puppetry.

John Pomeroy (Lighting Designer) is
" in his 36th year as a theatre designer
= and technician, with 30 years as a

i professor of technical theatre with
Drake University. John has served
as technical director and lighting
designer with Pyramid Theatre
Company for the past eight years and has been a union
stagehand as a member of IATSE since 1997 having
previously served as president of Local #67. For Drake,
John teaches a variety of technical theatre courses,
works as the technical director for the Deparment of
Theatre Arts and the School of Fine Arts, engineering
scenery and stage effects, and supervises the scene
shop. John would like to thank his family for their
continued love, encouragement, and support of his
involvement in this wonderful profession.

G Clausen (Sound Designer) is a
sound designer and composer

! based in Winston Salem, NC. His
theatrical credits include Pyramid
Theatre Company: The Last Supper,
Too Heavy for Your Pocket, How |
Learned What | Learned, Intimate
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Apparel, A Raisin in the Sun, Hooded, Being Black for
Dummies; Playmakers Repertory: How | Learned What

| Learned, Native Son, Skeleton Crew; Studio Theatre:
PYG or The Misedumacation of Dorian Belle (world
premiere); Victory Gardens Theater: Queen of the Night
(world premiere); Children's Theatre of Charlotte: My
Wonderful Birthday Suit, The Snowy Day and Other
Stories by Ezra Jack Keats; Triad Stage: Rebellious,

The 39 Steps, Member of the Wedding, Dirty Blonde,
Fences, Don Juan (world premiere), The Mystery of

Irma Vep, And Then There Were None, A Christmas
Carol, Two Wolves and a Lamb (world premiere); Cape
Fear Regional Theatre: Baskerville: A Sherlock Holmes
Mystery; Paper Lantern: Dembe, Born Bad, Time Stands
Still; Riverside Theatre: Sonnets for an Old Century, How
| Learned What I Learned, Perceptions Theatre and Black
Lives Black Words: Call For the Wailing Women; Rites
and Reason Theatre: Tripping Over Roots; and Rhinoleap
Productions: Dontrell, Who Kissed the Sea. He taught
sound design at University of North Carolina School of
the Arts from 2016-2022 and has also designed multiple
productions at Guilford College, University of Mary
Washington, and Oklahoma City University, as well as
workshops and panels with American Theatre Wing and
Theatrical Sound Designer and Composer Association.
He is also an associate sound designer for Nevin
Steinberg and working on Goddess (world premiere)

at Berkeley Repertory Theatre and The Tattooed Lady
(world premiere) at Philadelphia Theatre Company.

Rachel Meyer (Stage Manager) made
her Playhouse debut as Cinderella’'s
Stepmother in Into the Woods and
later won a Dionysos Award for
Outstanding Performance as Mrs.
Wilkerson in Billy Elliot The Musical.
More recently, she has been involved
at The Playhouse as a stage manager, dialect coach,
and assistant director. Rachel works for Fetch Pet Care
and relaxes with cross-stitch, animé, and playing The
Legend of Zelda video games.

Tinika Roland (Assistant Stage
Manager) is a graduate of lowa
State University with a Bachelor of
Science degree in apparel/fashion
design. She earned a master's
degree in business leadership

from Upper lowa University with an
emphasis in quality management and human resource
management. The performing arts have always been
one of Tinika's first loves. She was involved in acting
and show choir growing up in Davenport as a military
dependent. Although she never pursued performing
arts, she had the opportunity to perform in Dr. Rosenna
Bakari's production of Talking Trees at DMACC's Ankeny
campus. This was the first time she shared the stage
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with her son, former Pyramid Theatre Company actor
Khalil D. Adams, when he was a student on campus.
Tinika's love for theatre opened opportunities to serve
as house manager for Pyramid beginning with the
2015 production of A Soldier’s Play at the Des Moines
Social Club. She served as assistant costume designer
for the Pyramid productions of A Raisin in the Sun,
Hooded: Being Black for Dummies, The Amen Corner,
Mississippi Goddamn, and Prowess. She also assisted
with props on the production of Intimate Apparel. Tinika
is currently working in higher education serving in
various capacities as outreach coordinator, orientation
coordinator, and academic advisor at DMACC Urban
Campus. She is the owner of a fashion and a consulting
company.

Paige Beck (Production Manager)
always dreamed of being involved
with a great theatre company that
encourages and nurtures change,
and, thanks to Pyramid Theatre
Company, she is fulfilling that
dream. Through the years she has
performed many jobs in theatre including designing,
acting, directing, dramaturgy, and stage managing.
Her past shows as production stage manager include
Shakuntala and Shakuntala: On the Move for Gateway
Dance, three years of the Cloris Awards, and Beaufield
Berry's Buffalo Women, A Love Offering, How | Learned
What | Learned, Too Heavy for Your Pocket, Intimate
Apparel, Prowess, The Amen Corner, and Mississippi
Goddamn with Pyramid. She was stage manager for the
most recent production of Triple Espresso at the Temple
Theatre. In 2016, she won the Region V Dramaturgy
Award during the Kennedy Center American College
Theatre Festival and hopes to pursue a future in both
stage management and dramaturgy. A renaissance
woman, her hobbies include photography, singing,
dancing, crocheting, embroidery, sewing, JASNA (Jane
Austen Society of North America) and traveling. Paige
thanks her Pyramid family; her mentor, Janet Albanese;
her college professor, Kristin Larson; her family — mom,
dad, and sister Jordyn - for their babysitting and
flexibility; and her children, Jeice, and Dominic, and
fiancé Chris for supporting her and giving her the love,
strength, support, courage, and tools to become the
stage manager and artist she is today.

August Wilson (Playwright) authored
Gem of the Ocean, Joe Turner's
Come and Gone, Ma Rainey's Black
Bottom, The Piano Lesson, Seven
Guitars, Fences, Two Trains Running,
Jitney, King Hedley Il and Radlio

Golf. These works explore the
heritage and experience of the descendants of Africans



in North America, decade by decade, over the course

of the twentieth century, forming the compilation
entitled The American Century Cycle. His plays have
been produced on Broadway, at regional theaters across
the country, and all over the world. In 2003, Mr. Wilson
made his professional stage debut in his one-man
show, How | Learned What | Learned. Mr. Wilson's works
garnered many awards including: the Pulitzer Prize

for Fences (1987) and for The Piano Lesson (1990); a
Tony Award for Fences; Great Britain's Olivier Award

for Jitney; and seven New York Drama Critics Circle
Awards for Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, Fences, Joe
Turner's Come and Gone, The Piano Lesson, Two Trains
Running, Seven Guitars and Jitney. Additionally, the cast
recording of Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom received a 1985
Grammy Award and Mr. Wilson received a 1995 Emmy
Award nomination for his screenplay adaptation of The
Piano Lesson. Mr. Wilson's early works included the
one-act plays The Janitor, Recycle, The Coldest Day of
the Year, Malcolm X, The Homecoming, and the musical
satire Black Bart and the Sacred Hills. Mr. Wilson
received many fellowships and awards including the
Rockefeller and Guggenheim Fellowships in playwriting,
the Whiting Writers Award, and the 2003 Heinz Award.
He was awarded a 1999 National Humanities Medal by
President Bill Clinton and received numerous honorary
degrees from colleges and universities as well as the
only high school diploma ever issued by the Carnegie
Library of Pittsburgh. He was an alumnus of New
Dramatists, a member of the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences, a 1995 inductee into the American
Academy of Arts and Letters, and on Oct. 16, 2005,
Broadway renamed the theater located at 245 W

52nd St “The August Wilson Theatre.” Today, his plays
continue to be produced and his place in the American
theatre continues to grow. New York Public Radio
recorded all 10 plays in the The American Century
Cycle at the Greene Space, casting many of the actors
that worked on the original productions. PBS aired a
documentary on Mr. Wilson entitled The Ground on
Which | Stand as part of the American Masters series.
Mr. Wilson was born and raised in the Hill District of
Pittsburgh, PA, and lived in Seattle, WA, at the time

of his death. He is immediately survived by his two
daughters, Sakina Ansari and Azula Carmen Wilson, and
his wife, costume designer Constanza Romero, who is
the executor of his estate.

Alexis J. Davis (Pyramid Theatre
Company Managing Director) is a
founding member and the current
managing director/co-producer
of Pyramid Theatre Company. A
native of Country Club Hills, IL,
she came to Des Moines to attend
Drake University, where she received her bachelor's
degree in journalism and mass communications in

CAST NOTES

2013 and a master’s in communications leadership in
2017. She is the content strategy manager at Business
Publications Corporation for dsm magazine and custom
publications. Alexis is very passionate about community
engagement and diversity and bringing arts back into
education. She serves on several boards including
Drake University's Black Alumni Association and African
American Leadership Academy's Advisory Board. She

is a member of the Des Moines Alumnae Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated, and serves on
several committees.

David R. Kilpatrick (Playhouse
Executive Director) has been

part of The Playhouse since May
2017. His career has included
producing artistic director of a small
professional theatre, owner of a
dinner theatre, production manager,
director, lighting designer, and professional stage
manager. His education includes degrees from George
Mason University, Missouri State, and University of
Missouri, where his dissertation was the exploration of
the audience as it prepares for the show.

Katy Merriman (Playhouse Artistic
Director) has been an active member
of the local theatre community since
moving to Des Moines in 2013.
Some of her Playhouse directing
credits include Guys and Dolls and
The Roommate. Katy worked with
lowa Stage Theatre Company as a resident artist where
her performance credits include The Glass Menagerie
(Laura) and Our Town (Emily). She also directed their
2018 production of Fun Home. Prior to her time in

Des Moines, Katy worked with numerous theatres
throughout the Midwest.
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DES MOINES SYMPHONY

JOSEPH GIUNTA MUSIC DIRECTOR & CONDUCTOR
THE LINDA AND TOM KOEHN ENDOWED CHAIR
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Technical Directors: Nicholas
Amundson, Paul Cartwright

Voice and Speech Coach:
Antonio Michael Woodard

Sound Intern: Joseph Cave

Lighting Intern: Jackson
Newhouse

Sound Board Operator: SJ Knox

Lighting Programmer: Jake
Pomeroy

Master Electrician: Virgil
Kleinhesselink

Marketing Coordinator, Pyramid
Theatre Company: Sarah Oyibo

House Manager, Pyramid
Theatre Company: Tinika
Roland

Audition Crew: Hannah Beuse,
Kyle Bochart, Jenny Bryant,
Pilar Burg, Cheryl Critelli, Troy
Ellerbroek, Tonie Farris, DC
Felton, Brandon Record

Historians: Mark Morrison,
Lloyd Von Hagen

RODGERS + HAMMERSTEIN'S
CINDERELLA SPECIAL THANKS
Due to print deadlines, these
individuals could not be
acknowledged in the previous
playbill.

Guest Services: Karen

Allen, Sam Allen, Jenelle
Ausborn, Lauren Ausborn,
Linda Baltzley, Nathalie
Batiste, Maddy Baumann,
Madeline Bekker, Corley
Blackford, Barbara Braband,
Jay Braband, Julie Bruns,
Darlene Cangas, Susanne
Carney, Drake Carney Polly
Case, Carol Culmer, Patty
Davis, Lydia Davis, Jadyn
Davis-Ballard, Lydia Davis-

PRODUCTION CREWS

Ballard, Amara Dorr, Marcella
Edmonds, Ellen Eichstedt,
Mark Eikenberry, Abby
Elsbernd, Tami Fetters, Janet
Flagler, Pamela Gabby, Abbie
Garlock, Fred Gee, Sharon
Gee, Chloe Gilbert, Kathy
Gilbert, Jill Gray, Melanie Hall,
Ellen Harvey, Kimberly Hawn,
Keith Hayes, Brooke Heldt,
Harold Hinkhouse, Ngoc

Ho, Michelle House, Abigail
Houston, Charlie Johnson,
Anne Jung, Cheryl Kimberley,
Jack Kimberley, Marcie King,
Trent King, Larissa Koth,
Sarah Koth, Jodie Lee, Susan
Lee, Mary Marshall, Linda
McClure, Marisa Mickunas,
Maggy Miller, Catie Miller,
Leah Morales, Ariana
Murdock, Rachel Murdock,
Noelia Neal, Rebecca
Newbury, Piper Nicholson,

Desha Nielsen, Isabella
Nielsen, Allyson Norlin, Judy
0'Keefe, Paige Olson, Diane
Pick, Kathy Polson, Darlene
Pullen, Mark Pullen, Colton
Quintanilla, Debra Quintero,
Emmitt Reyerson, Penelope
Ryan, Maggie Schmitt, Peter
Schubert, Makayla Schuler,
Linda Schuler, Amy Shafer,
Kade Shafer, Austin Shane,
Hannah Siefken, Alex Siegle,
Olivia Simmons, Kristi
Sithonnorath, Amy Skarkin,
Thomas Sobiech, George
Sparks, Brian Sturges, Sydney
Swanson, Wendy Trotter,
Ann Ungs, Fran Watson,

Cliff Wendal, Susan Wendal,
Mary Whisenand, Sherrill
Whisenand, Janet Whiteside,
River Wise, Trudy Woline,
Grace Zimmerman

Did You Know?

The actors and crew.members
of today’s performance are
volunteers who live in greater
Des Moines — people just like

you who love theatrel!

Do you have time and talent to share?
Grab a fiyer in the lobby or visit

& :PLAYHOUSE
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lowa Public Television is now

IoWA QPBS

New name. Same essential mission.

We bring the best of the world to lowa
and the best of lowa to the world.

iowapbs.org
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The Playhouse
receives funding
support from

"RA\/0

GREATER DES MOINES

Support for the
Playhouse is
provided by

[OWA ARTS COUNCIL

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS

MATIONAL

ENDDWMENTE““TS

e et g

Playhouse
partners include

AMERICAN AZS0CIATION
OF COMMLUNITY THEATRE

TOURISM

CATCH—

DES MOINES

A

ROQSEVELT

Culttursl Drstrict

PLAYHOUSE ADMINISTRATION

Leadership
David R. Kilpatrick, Executive Director
Katy Merriman, Artistic Director

Staff

Nicholas Amundson, Technical Director

Lee Ann Bakros, Marketing &
Public Relations Director

Lindsey Ballard, Concessions Manager

Tiffany Briggs, House Manager

Paul Cartwright, Technical Director

Ryan Crane, Director of Philanthropy

Peyton Haas, Marketing &
Philanthropy Intern

Mary Hofer, Finance

Debbie Jacobson, Ticket Office Manager

Angela Lampe, Associate Artistic
Director

Katy McCaull, Marketing &
Philanthropy Coordinator

Cherie Moen, House Manager

Bartley Mullin, House Manager

Jada Smith, Office Manager/Volunteer
Coordinator

Robin Heldt Spahr, Education Director

Jessica Van Essen, Costume Shop
Supervisor

David A. VanCleave, House Manager

Nate Weber, Education Outreach

Education Staff
Nicole Abby Rogers
Chavas-Schwegler ~ Sarah Schaefer

Jenna Darsee
Katie Dorrell*

Brett Spahr*
Molly Thorsen
Tali Eisenstadt Kim Van Haecke
Anne Frett Sarah Beth
Robin Weinberg
Breen Fulton* Anna Zimney
Ron Hyde
Nate Jorgensen
Taylor Layden
Taylor Millar
Greg Millar
Catie Miller
Deb Paul
Brandon Record

*Master Teacher

:PLAYHOUSE

Board of Directors

Barbara C. White, President,
CBRE

Nick Andersen, President Elect,
Nationwide Insurance

Robert L. Culbert, Treasurer,
US Bank

Sally Cooper Smith, Secretary,
Cooper Smith & Company

Shashank Aurora, Des Moines Public
Schools

Matt Coen, RDG Planning and Design

Lonnie Dafney, Federal Reserve
Financial Services

Scott Gire, Paychex®

Tyler Hackman, Dotdash Meredith

Kimberly Hansen, Rebuilding Together

Laura C. Ingram, Belin McCormick

Joanna Lowe, Heartland Financial

Manisha Paudel, City of Des Moines

Colleen Powell, lowa Governor's Traffic
Safety Bureau

Lu Spaine, Community Volunteer

Kevin Waetke, Sammons Financial
Group

Pre-Intern Program (PIPs)

Grace Aerisophal ~ Hudson Pulver
Jack Andersen Claire Riesberg
Alexander Baker  Ridge Rutherford
Isabelle Baker Ashley

Celeste Brown Scarbrough
Anica Burch Evie Smith
Delaney Dorsey Lily Spahr
Mar Feitelson Nina Spahr

Katelyn Gallagher ~ Sophie Thomsen
Aya Haidar Sofia Titarenko
Teddi Karnes Aaliyah Trimble
Kalya Kothavale ~ Addie Van Dyke

Tatum Lowell Emmett Van Haecke

Ailie McLaren Franny Winn

Samantha Miller  Ashlyn Yu

Caroline McKenna Yu
Muelhaupt

Sam Nigg
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T E “Sensationa/!”
H * A A A K ahy
“A del i htfu I ”

STARRING
Shakti Yoga « The Cheese Shop « lowa IV
Be, LLC. « La Mie Bakery  Sacred Diamond
The Juice Company « DSM Salon & Spa
Worn « Roosevelt Barber Shop « Cabana Swim
Pre-Natal Vision Ultrasound « Silver Fox

Have you seen the Shops at Roosevelt?

42ND STREET - JUST NORTH OF INTERSTATE 235
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THE DIFFERENCE IS

CHARACTER.

As a child, | watched my father perform on stage playing great

characters such as Atticus Finch, Ebenezer Scrooge and Captain Hook
before earning roles of my own. | will always be grateful for the confidence
and collaboration skills learned in the theatre and am proud that three
generations of my family have been part of these special experiences.

Bankers Trust’s commitment to community represents a different kind
of character and is what attracted me to join the company. We help
communities grow and thrive, not only through banking and lending, but
also through volunteerism, employee engagement and charitable giving.
It’s part of the Bankers Trust Difference.

Emily Abbas, SVP, Chief Consumer Banking and Marketing Officer

@) Bankers
Trust.

Member FDIC (515) 245-2863 | BankersTrust.com




