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songwriter showcase
Enjoy Iowa and Midwestern singer/songwriters in a 
listening room atmosphere at the Goldfinch Room.

Be the first to hear about Goldfinch Room performances by signing up at 
center.iastate.edu/goldfinchroom. Dates vary monthly due to availability of space 

during the Stephens Auditorium Performing Arts Series season. The Goldfinch 
Room is located in Stephens Auditorium on the campus of Iowa State University.

Tables are $40 and seat up to 4 people. 

Patresa Hartman Society of Broken SoulsChad ElliottMatt Woods

@thegoldfinchroom
Tassel Ridge Dry Red Wines...Tassel Ridge Dry Red Wines...Simply ExtraordinarSimply Extraordinaryy®®

Great Red WineGreat Red Wine    

Leighton, Iowa • www.tasselridge.com

Iowa In the Dark  Iowa In the Dark  
is a dry red with light, fresh notes. 
First impressions are tangy acid 
followed by black cherry fading 
to plum, a dry mid-palate, and a 
long, pleasing finish. Made from 
Marquette, St. Croix, Petite Pearl, 
and Steuben grapes grown in Iowa, 
it’s a versatile wine that pairs well 
with grilled meat and spicy foods.

Tassel Ridge wines are sold at over 400 retailers in Iowa. For a list, visit  
www.tasselridge.com/retail. Or Tassel Ridge Winery can ship wine directly to 
you in Iowa, Arizona, California, Colorado, DC, Florida, Minnesota, Missouri, 
and Texas. Call the Winery at 641.672.WINE (9463) to place your order. 
Adult signature required for receipt of wine. Visit www.tasselridge.com, our 
Facebook page, or call 641.672.WINE (9463) for updates on hours, Wine 
Tasting, and Wine & Food Events.

made in Iowa  made in Iowa  
from Grapes  from Grapes  

grown in Iowagrown in Iowa

2019 Iowa Sabrevois2019 Iowa Sabrevois
is a dry red with bold aromas of spices 
and leather on the nose followed by 
blackberry and plum notes with hints 
of baking spice, smoke, and licorice 
on the palate. Made from Sabrevois 
grapes grown in our Iowa vineyards, 
it pairs well with grilled meat.

2020 Iowa  2020 Iowa  
Reserve Marquette  Reserve Marquette  
is a dry red with bright 
cherry notes and hints of 
baking spice on the nose and 
palate followed by a long, 
moderately acidic finish. 
Made from Marquette grapes 
grown in our Iowa vineyards, 
it pairs well with spicy foods.

Standing Ovation IA In the Dark- Sabrevios-Reserve Marquette 07-22.indd   1Standing Ovation IA In the Dark- Sabrevios-Reserve Marquette 07-22.indd   1 7/1/22   11:54 AM7/1/22   11:54 AM

http://www.tasselridge.com
http://www.tasselridge.com
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WELCOME

Thank you for attending today’s performance of Harriet the Spy. There is something very 
special about seeing a production through a child’s eyes. A child’s willingness to accept the 
“rules of a show – for example, that isn’t a real bed and yet it is real – can be so refreshing 
to a cynical adult. Youths embrace theatre with ears, eyes, and hearts wide open. Thank 
you for sharing the gift of theatre with our future audiences, performers, and backstage 
technicians.

This production is the start of an exciting season of children’s theatre. The next production 
is Go, Dog. Go!, a favorite early reader book brought to life, and we continue with The 

Hundred Dresses, a smart story about the consequences of not getting involved. Finally, we end with an 
“arrrggh!”: How I Became a Pirate. Every production will be a delight for young and old, so if you are not a 
season ticket holder, become one today so you don’t miss out.

Beyond our productions, it is an incredible time to be a part of The Des Moines Community Playhouse. We just 
announced our capital campaign “Tomorrow Begins Today” with a goal to modernize our children’s theatre! 
Imagine sitting in more comfortable seats, with improved air conditioning and better theatre technology, 
making for a special theatrical experience. If you would like to make a donation toward the capital campaign, 
please let us know. We are more than halfway toward our $3.5 million goal, and we could use your help.

For more than 90 years, The Playhouse has presented shows for youth and with youth. And we can do this 
because of the support of parents, grandparents, siblings, teachers, and anyone else who believes in the 
power of theatre to transform lives; all those who willingly bring youths to and from rehearsals and attend 
performances. The Playhouse couldn’t do it without you! Thank you for playing your part.

See you at the theatre.

David R. Kilpatrick
Executive Director

VOTE for your favorite performances!

Scan the QR code to tell us who 
your favorite performers were today! 
Outstanding performances are recognized at 
the Dionysos Awards each September.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/qr_code/harrietactorballot
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Thank you for your support!

From all the volunteers, cast, crew,  
and staff at The Playhouse...

Benefactor ($5,000+)
Cory & Emily Abbas
Stu Bassman
Jordan Bookey
Bravo Greater Des Moines
Altoona  
Ankeny  
Bondurant  
Carlisle  
Clive  
Des Moines  
Grimes  
Indianola  
Johnston  
Norwalk  
Pleasant Hill  
Polk City  
Polk County  
Urbandale  
Waukee  
West Des Moines  
Windsor Heights  

Suzie Glazer Burt 
Mathew & Suzy Coen 
Linda J Cohen 
Cole-Belin Education 
  Foundation 
Jeff & Meg Courter 
Lonnie Dafney 
Easter Family Fund 
Edward Jones 
Allison & Jim Fleming 
Gabus Automotive Group 
Rosalie Gallagher 
Sue & Steve Gibbons 
Kate Goldman 
  Education Fund 
Grinnell State Bank 
Debbie & Michael Hubbell 
Infomax Office Systems 
Al & Ann W Jennings 
Barbara & David R Kilpatrick 
Paul Meginnis 

Merchants Bonding 
  Company Foundation 
MidAmerican Energy 
 Company
Gerry & Mary Lou Neugent 
Polk County Board of 
  Supervisors 
Prairie Meadows 
Principal Charity Classic 
Dr James J Pullen* 
John Ruan Foundation Trust 
Melinda & Charles Ruperto 
Renee & Steve Schaaf 
Claudia & Paul Schickler 
Clemens J Smith 
  Charitable Foundation 
Edward & Nancy Truslow 
UnityPoint Health 
Bob & Molly Veenstra 
The Waldinger Corporation 
Linda & Bill Weidmaier 
David & Barbara White 
Workspace, Inc 
Thomas R Zucker 
 Charitable Trust

Producer ($2,500+)
Nick & Liz Andersen 
Sarabeth & William Anderson 
Joanne & Milt Brown 
  Artistic Excellence Fund 
Ashley & Dr. Vaun DeJong 
Ann & Michael Gersie 
Kimberly Hansen 
Dale Klocksiem 
Meyer & Jen Lehman 
Lincoln Savings Bank 
Mark & Holly Lyons 
Polly Moore 
Henry G & Norma A Peterson 
  Charitable Trust 
Peter & Rita Reed 

Richard & Carolyn Santi 
Sehgal Foundation 
Mark Smith & Artis Reis 
John Viars Endowment 
Paul Woodard 

Director ($1,000+)
Anonymous 
Lee Ann Bakros 
Bookey Education Intern Fund 
Tracy Miksell Branch & 
  Craig Branch 
Paul & Kathleen Brown 
  Foundation 
Ken Cheyne 
James & Janine Clark 
Joseph M Comito 
Robert L Culbert & 
  Lynne Paulsen 
Toni K Farris 
Angela & Terry Gallagher 
Scott Gire & Steven Linn 
Begie Hefner 
Carol Hendrick & Jon Duvick 
David (Ken) & 
  Mary Beth Hughes 
Trudy Holman Hurd 
John Iles 
Vicki Jahr 
Marty & Tamara Kenworthy 
Dr James & 
  Mary Ellen Kimball 
Shirley E Kleywegt 
Kum & Go 
Joanna & Tim Lowe Jr 
Mary G Marshall 
Russ & Mary Marshall 
Jane E Meyer 
Paul W Miller 
Colleen Powell 
Carla & Denny Prather 
Darlene & Mark Pullen 

The Ream Family 
Dianne S Riley 
Charles & Kathy Safris 
Sam Scheidler 
Bruce & Celeste Stoltze 
Jeff & Susan Stroud 
Jan & Layton Stump 
Dawn Taylor 
Kent & Joann Tipping 
John & Maryann Vedder 
Kelly & Kevin Waetke 
Dale & Eneken* Wakelin 
Jeanette Webb 
Malinda Wiesner & 
  Gary Hammerstrom 
Krenio P Wright* 

Leading Player ($500+)
Anonymous 
Ed Augustine & Nancy Price 
Shashank & Swapna Aurora 
Jill Bassman & Jeff Lamson 
Charles & Mary Jean Bischof 
Linda Blair 
Timothy & Wanda Blount 
Chris & Zora Burch 
Pati & Jason Burt 
Charities Aid Foundation 
  America 
Brendan & Christine Comito 
Jeff Couch 
Des Moines Mercantile 
Sue Dittmer & 
  Bonnie Hodson 
Sally & Thomas Graf 
Molly & Tyler Hackman 
Marilyn Harvey 
Scott Haugh 
Bari Hoskins 
Kristel Howell 
Donna L Kelling 

Director’s Circle
Donors who generously support The Playhouse at the $1,000 level 
and above annually qualify for the Director’s Circle.

To make a donation, please contact: 

Ryan Crane
Director of Philanthropy
515.974.5370
rcrane@dmplayhouse.com

Donors listed are current from Mar. 1, 2022 to 
Sept. 22 , 2022.

An * indicates a deceased donor.

Thank You!
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DONORS

Karen & Kent Klopfenstein 
Kerrie Lee & Rob Vasiloff 
Susie & Dick McCauley 
Robert & 
  Sharon Meisenheimer 
Scott & Barb Menke 
Anna & Bobby Nalean 
Karen & Griff Reese III 
Molly Schott 
Clem & Mary Sevde 
Bruce & Barb Sherman 
Robert & Jean Shires 
Sally Cooper Smith 

Ensemble ($100+)
Anonymous (2)  
Robert & Joan Anthony 
Connie Babbitt 
Tammy Baker 
Gil Beecher & 
  Sharon Tahtinen 
Lawrence Berlin 
Alan & Suzanne Bisgrove 
John Bloem 
Erica & Matt Bral 
Kenneth & Darlene Brickman 
Sharon Brummer 
Marcia Brunson 
Diane Bunten 
John Bunz 
Linda Carlson 
Matt Carlson 
John & Holly Clark 
Mark Clark & Katie Roth 
Randall Clark 
Lucy Coady 
Sydney J Coder 
Linda & Larry Cox 
Deb Cupples 
Robert & Connie Davis 
Meredith Dohmen 
Sara & Tom Doruska 
Philip Dorweiler 
Scott & Vickey Durham 
William Ehm & 
  Rose Ann Shea 
Jack Ekstrand 
Karen Engman 
Emily Ferdman 
Lois Fingerman 
Jim Fogarty 
Anthony & Marla Forret 
RuthAnne Free 
Jeff Fuller & 
 Lucinda Wonderlich-Fuller
Richard Fyock 
Debra L Garner & 
  John S Richards 
Edward & Rita Gottschalk 
Lynn & Steve Graves 
Jim & Debra Greenfield 
Richard & Emily Guentert 
John & Lori Hackett 
Dorothy Hall 
Julianne Hambleton 
Barbara Hamilton 
Jeremy & Sarah Hamilton 
Steve & Cheryl Hamilton 
Tasara Hamilton 

Adam Haselhuhn 
Joyce Hegna 
Marsha Herman 
Ann Herteen 
Jim & Joyce Hoffman 
Rich & Trudi Holst 
Robert & Sharon Holz 
Joy Hong-Russell 
Immanuel 
Steve & Val Johnson 
Michael* & Melissa Kellar 
Larry Kirsner 
Martha & Gordon Klatt 
Janet T Koerner 
Lindsay Koressel 
Jeffrey Lamberti 
Cheryl & Greg Long 
Roger & Donna Loof 
Annette Lund & Bill Roach 
Paul & Jean Mack 
Greg & Carol Madsen 
Robert & Joanne Mahaffey 
Denny & Patty Maiers 
Frank & Lonna McCammond 
Bill & Pat McGill 
Ann McGowan 
John & Karine McLaughlin 
Michael & Robbie Meacham 
Jan & John Mechem 
Liska Miller Scholarship for
  Continuing Education 
Steven & Angela Miller 
Patricia Moore 
Mark Morrison 
Nationwide  
Eolo & Debbie Nizzi 
Planned Parenthood 
  North Central States 
Principal® Foundation 
Ellen Prust 
LaVerne & Janice Quass 
Robert & Linda Railey 
Karen & Griff Reese III 
Dennis & Sandy Rich 
Mary Lu Roffe 
Harriet Ross 
Greg & Ann Ruble 
Sandy Ruhs 
Barbara Chase Rybacki 
Shawn Sabin & Paul Barnds 
Donald & Barbara Sanning 
Jackie Saunders &
  Cecil Goettsch 
Patricia Schaefer 
Barbara Schiek 
Pat & Lou Schneider 
Mary Ann Scott 
Sara Scott & Steve Rowley 
Becky & Tom Selander 
Chuck & Meg Smith 
Nancy Snyder 
Richard Snyder 
Jane Stanley 
State Farm 
Larry & Ellen Strachota 
Denice Sutton 
Nikki & Jay Syverson 
Claudia & Jerry Tank 
Carol J Taylor 
Joe Tish 

Russ & Alana Trimble Family 
Joann Tucker 
Tom & Jan Turk 
Robert & Carole Turnquist 
Clarence & Sue Twilley 
Steve Van Brocklin 
Mike & Diane Versackas 
Mike & Melissa Vogel 
Allison Wallace 
Christine Waschle 
Harvey & Rita Weinberg 
The Wellmark Foundation 
Wells Fargo 
Becca Wemhoff 
Linda & Neal Westergaard 
Mary E Whisenand 
Beth & Brian Willem 
Sue & John Windheuser 
George & Jane Wood 
Reg & Roberta Yoder 

Partnership Program
Special thanks to the 
corporate partners who 
support John Viars 
Theatre and Kate Goldman 
Children’s Theatre 
productions.

Guys and Dolls 
Infomax Office Systems 

The Penguin Project 
Presents Annie Jr
Angela & Terry Gallagher
Fareway Stores
Angela Lampe
Lincoln Savings Bank 
Workspace, Inc
 
Harriet the Spy 
Nationwide 
 
Rodgers & Hammerstein’s 
Cinderella 
Corteva Agriscience 
 
Go, Dog. Go! 
Nationwide 
 
August Wilson’s The Piano 
Lesson 
Prairie Meadows 
 
The Hundred Dresses 
Nationwide 
 
Kinky Boots
Edward Jones
 
How I Became a Pirate 
Nationwide 
 
Native Gardens
EMC Insurance
 
Little Shop of Horrors 
MidAmerican Energy 
Company 

Playhouse Archives 
Online
The conversion of 
thousands of print materials 
to digital files is nearly 
complete. In 2022, The 
Playhouse will unveil a 
website on which donors 
can find many historical 
records from prior plays 
and performances. The 
donors listed below made 
contributions toward the 
effort. 

Lee Ann Bakros 
Brian & Dawn Baldwin 
Lynn Blass 
Greg & Susan Bridge 
Corine Carr 
Ryan Crane & Trevor Nail 
Jerry & Susan Eisenhour 
Mike & Gina Gedler 
James & Ulrike Grimaldi 
Julianne Hambleton 
Ellen & David Harvey 
Charles Jennissen 
Melissa Kellar 
Karen & Kent Klopfenstein 
Ann & Shane Kramer 
Jolene Laning 
Deb Marriott 
Mark Morrison 
Gerry & Mary Lou Neugent 
Aimee & Dale Oakley-Runyan 
Nikki Pantzlaff 
Rich & Terri Somsky 
Sue & Bill Tell 
Tami Thompson 
Steve Van Brocklin 
Jana Vandam 
Lloyd & Julie Von Hagen 
 

Sustainers Club
Donors are recognized in 
the Sustainers Club when 
they make monthly or 
quarterly contributions at 
any level. 

Lee Ann Bakros  
Stacie Bendixen  
Cleveland & Linda Bryant  
Ann Cidoni  
Judi & Mark Cooper  
Debra Cupples  
John Dentlinger  
Sue Dittmer & Bonnie Hodson 
Sara & Tom Doruska  
Leona & William Farris  
Toni K Farris  
Jim Fogarty 
Debra L Garner & 
  John S Richards  
Linda & Ron Gruss  
Molly & Tyler Hackman  
Marilyn Harvey  
Scott Haugh  
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Kristel Howell  
Steve & Val Johnson  
Barbara & David R Kilpatrick  
Kathleen Koenig  
Kerrie Lee & Rob Vasiloff  
Jen & Meyer Lehman  
Katy Merriman  
Jane E Meyer  
Jim Miller  
Carol Palmer & Dan Chase  
Evan & Mary Potratz  
Emily Rice  
Ruth Smith  
Steve Van Brocklin  
Dale & Eneken* Wakelin  
Betty Weber  
Harvey & Rita Weinberg  
Mary Whisenand  
Susan E Wright  
Paul & Fonda Womack  

Families of Camp 2022
We recognize those families 
who made a donation 
above and beyond the cost 
of Summer Camp/class 
registration:

Angela Bergeron 
Nick & Kaleigh Hitsman 
Ashley & Brett Huth 
Heather Isaacson 
Karmen Jorgensen 
Nicole N Nayima 
Oakley Family 
Melissa Vogel 

Contributed Gifts of 
Goods or Services 
($500 or more)

Cooper Smith +Company
Steve Gibbons
Heuss Printing
Iowa PBS
Iowa Public Radio
Isenberger Photography
KFMG

Corporate Matching Gifts
Your personal gift to 
The Playhouse may be 
eligible for a corporate 
match, increasing your 
impact. Many corporations 
recognize the volunteer 
work of their employees 
by making a donation on 
their behalf. We extend 
our thanks to the following 
for matching employees’ 
and retirees’ contributions 
and honoring employees’ 
volunteer efforts. 
 
Dotdash Meredith  
  Tyler Hackman 
Microsoft  
  Linda Avraamides 

State Farm 
  Greg Madsen 
Wellmark Foundation  
 Muriel Pemble 

 
Tribute Program
The Tribute Program 
provides an opportunity to 
celebrate milestones such 
as birthdays, weddings, 
anniversaries and 
graduations. It can also be a 
way to honor the memory of 
friends and relatives. 
 
In Honor of Mike Brandt  
John & Maryann Vedder 

In Memory of Dr Louis 
Fingerman  
Dawn Taylor  
Joe Tish  

In Memory of Joan Ghrist
Dawn Taylor

In Honor of Parker & Oliver 
Burt
Suzie Glazer Burt

In Memory of Gerry Haugh  
Scott Haugh

In Honor of David R 
Kilpatrick
John & Maryann Vedder

In Memory of Mary Jane 
(Bookey) Pollack  
Natalie Baker-Bookey 
Charlotte Berlin 
Lawrence & Judith Berlin 
Blaine Bookey 
Jordan Bookey 
Suzie Glazer Burt 
Lucy Coady 
Kathryn Clarke & Bill Kaplan 
Karen Engman 
Emily Ferdman 
Bud & Dorothy Hockenberg 
Jody L Jacklin 
Lawrence Kirsner 
Lindsay Koressel 
Beth Lane 
Tom Maddox & Randy Clark 
Henry Melcher 
Mary Lu Roffe 
Harriet Ross 
Barbara Rybacki 
Lloyd & Julie Von Hagen 
Marilyn & Marvin Winick 
Rachel Zukrow 

Heritage Club
(documented estate plan gift)
We recognize and honor 
those donors who have 
included The Playhouse as 
a beneficiary in their wills 

or estate plans. To learn 
more about this opportunity, 
please contact Ryan Crane, 
Director of Philanthropy, at 
rcrane@dmplayhouse.com 
or 515.974.5370. 
 
Anonymous  
Lee Ann Bakros  
Jim Benda  
Ryan Bhattacharyya  
Marcia Brunson  
Sue Dittmer & 
  Bonnie Hodson  
Al & Ruth Downey  
Allison Engel  

Charles* & Marilyn* Farr  
Bob & Jeanne* M Hopson  
Michael Kellar*  
Barbara & David R Kilpatrick  
Gary Roberts  
Rich & Terri Somsky  
Stan & Jane Sondall  
Lloyd C & Julie Von Hagen  
Dale & Eneken* Wakelin  
Mary E Whisenand  
David* & Krenio* Wright  
 
An * indicates a deceased 
donor. 

DONORS

Don’t see your name?   Those listed in this 
program have generously supported The Playhouse 
since March 1, 2022. If we’ve made a mistake, 
please contact Katy McCaull at 515.974.5359 or 
kmccaull@dmplayhouse.com. Gifts of $100 or more 
are listed in every playbill throughout the season. 
Gifts under $100 are recognized in the spring 
musical playbill each year.

IN THE JOHN VIARS THEATRE 

You’ll have a ball!

DECEMBER 2 – 18, 2022

TICKETS AT
DMPlayhouse.com

mailto:kmccaull@dmplayhouse.com
http://www.dmplayhouse.com


4 THE PLAYHOUSE 2022–23 SEASON 5THE PLAYHOUSE 2022–23 SEASON

515.360.9179

@brentisenbergerphotography

@isenbeephoto

@photoizy

Cooper Smith and Company is proud to provide The Des 
Moines Playhouse with creative marketing strategies and 

brand based communications for over 10 years!

coopersmithco.com

http://www.isenbergerphoto.com
http://www.coopersmithco.com


6 THE PLAYHOUSE 2022–23 SEASON 7THE PLAYHOUSE 2022–23 SEASON

Nationwide, the Nationwide N and Eagle and Nationwide is on your side are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2021 Nationwide 
CPO-1498AO (02/21)

We make it a priority to help the communities where our associates, 
members and partners live and work. That’s why Nationwide is proud to 
support The Playhouse. 

Learn more at nationwide.com/corporatecitizenship

Say hello to a company that cares. 

A melodic rock station with soul; a musical melting pot, blending rock and roll 
with jazz and soul; stirring in some blues and acoustic music, and 
with world beat and reggae. KFMG features musicians who live in our town 

and our state, and musicians who are coming to our town. 
We are as musically diverse as our city and our listeners, 

and we invite you to join us.

 98.9FM

http://www.kfmg.org
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Your Trusted 
News Source
for 100 Years  

1922  1922  

2022  2022  

NEWS 
640 AM

NEWS & 
STUDIO ONE 

90.1 FM

CLASSICAL 
105.9 FM 
97.7 FM 
96.3 FM 
88.9 FM

http://www.iowapublicradio.org
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GUEST INFORMATION
Accessibility
The Playhouse strives to make its facility and 
performances accessible to all guests. Our theatres 
are wheelchair accessible. Service animals are 
welcome. Assisted listening devices are available 
in the John Viars Theatre. If your hearing aid has a 
T-coil, toggle to that setting to receive the audio signal 
directly without any headset or other equipment 
needed. ASL interpreted performances and audio 
description performances are available upon request. 
For these and other needs, please call the ticket office 
with specific service requests.

Cameras
The taking of photographs and the use of recording 
devices are not allowed during a performance and are 
a violation of state and federal copyright laws.

Cancellations
If a show is cancelled due to bad weather, an email 
will be sent to ticket holders. Cancellations will be 
noted on the phone system, website, and social media 
sites. Tickets for a cancelled performance may be 
exchanged for another performance. Please be sure 
the ticket office has your email information and current 
phone in the event a performance is cancelled. The 
Playhouse does not sell its contacts and does not sell 
or trade its email addresses.

Concessions
A variety of beverages and candy may be available for 
purchase and are allowed in auditoriums. No outside 
drink or food are allowed. Staff reserve the right to 
deny alcoholic beverage service to anyone at their 
discretion.

Elevator
An elevator between levels is located at the east end 
of the building.

Emergency Exits
Please note the exit nearest your seat location. In the 
event of an emergency, ushers will provide direction. 

Etiquette
Latecomers will be seated at an appropriate break 
in the play. Lobby chimes are sounded five minutes 
before curtain as well as the close of intermission. 

Disruptive, unruly guests, regardless of age, will be 
asked to leave. Cell phone ringers should be turned off.

Lost Items
Lost items will be held in the ticket office.

Parking
Free parking is available in The Playhouse lots and on 
streets surrounding the theatre. After 5:00 PM daily, 
free parking is available in the Shops at Roosevelt’s 
east/back parking lot. Parking in the west/front Shops 
parking lot is restricted to Shops customers at all 
times. The Playhouse is not responsible for loss of any 
personal property left in vehicles.

Performance Content
The Playhouse does not rate subject matter as 
sensitivities vary from person to person. Questions 
about content, age appropriateness, or other aspects 
of the show such as strobe lights and other theatrical 
affects should be directed to the ticket office.

Performance Schedule
The regular John Viars Theatre performance schedule 
is 7:30 PM Wednesdays through Saturdays, and 2:00 
PM Sundays. The regular Kate Goldman Children’s 
Theatre performance schedule is 7:00 PM Fridays, and 
1:00 PM and 4:00 PM Saturdays and Sundays. The 
Family Holiday Classic performance schedule is 7:00 
PM Fridays, and 1:00 PM and 5:00 PM Saturdays and 
Sundays. All times are subject to change.

Preshow Talk
A preshow talk for each John Viars Theatre 
performance will begin 30 minutes prior to curtain in 
the west lobby.

Tickets
Each audience member must occupy a seat and have a 
ticket, including infants.

Ticket Office Hours
The ticket office is open Noon to 5:00 PM, Tuesday 
through Friday, and 90 minutes before each 
performance. Tickets are available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, online. Ticketing fees are the same 
whether purchased online, by phone, or at the ticket 
office.

Ticket office and  
administrative office:  

515-277-6261

Group sales reservations:  
515-277-6261

School matinee reservations:  
515-974-5365DMPlayhouse.com

Des Moines  
Community Playhouse
831 42nd Street 
Des Moines, IA 50312

  DMPlayhouse

 dmplayhouse_
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William Beebe (The Boy with Purple 
Socks/Bruno/Fabio Dei Santi) is 
making his stage debut at The 
Playhouse. An eighth grader at 
ADM Middle School, Adel, he likes 
mountain biking, gaming, reading, 
and musical theatre.  

  
Colin Boyd (Sport (Simon)) is a 
sixth grader at South Middle School, 
Waukee, who loves to act, sing, and 
make others laugh. While this is his 
stage debut, he did play the lead 
in a Des Moines Performing Arts 
Camp, The Claw. Colin has a sister, 

Madeline, two dogs, Bay and Nala, and two kittens, 
Winston Furchill and Lily Marigold. He looks forward 
to more shows and continuing this new adventure 
expressing himself.
  

Vivian Rosalie Coleman (Harriet) 
first performed at The Playhouse 
in Playhouse on the Air Presents: 
Miracle on 34th Street (Annie Carroll/
Susan Walker) and more recently 
in Roald Dahl’s Matilda The Musical 
(Alice). Her favorite Playhouse role 

was Marta von Trapp in The Sound of Music. She 
also has credits at CAP Theatre, Altoona, and GREAT 
Theatre, Waite Park, MN. Vivian is in seventh grade at 
Summit Middle School, Johnston, and enjoys singing 
and dancing. 
  

Michaela Cross (Mother/Nadine) is 
making her stage debut in Harriet 
the Spy. She is an ESOL teacher 
at Johnston Middle School and 
is working on her PhD at Drake 
University. Michaela’s hobbies 
include hiking, camping, spending 

time with family, trying new foods, and traveling.   
  

Ella Frost (Janie) was first seen 
at The Playhouse in Tinker Bell 
(Second Twin), an experience that 
remains a favorite. Other Playhouse 
credits include Charlotte’s Web and 
The Velveteen Rabbit. Ella has taken 
several Playhouse performance 

classes including Matilda Jr, The Lion King Kids, 
Frozen Kids, and The Wizard of Oz. She attends 
Des Moines Brody Middle School where she is in 
eighth grade and enjoys playing soccer, dancing, and 
cheerleading.  
  

Henry Goerend (Pinky Whitehead) 
is making his Playhouse debut. A 
seventh grader at Waukee Middle 
School, he has participated in a 
Des Moines Performing Arts camp. 
Henry likes playing video games and 
coding. 

Madelyn Hammond (Carrie 
Andrews) plays softball with WAC 
Venom and ice hockey with the Lady 
Wild. She is currently preparing 
for her ABRSM (Associated Board 
of the Royal Schools of Music) 
piano test. She plays trumpet in 

the Waukee Middle School jazz band, where she is 
a seventh grader. She also sings in the school choir 
and will be trying out for OPUS, the state honor choir. 
Madelyn is proficient in Mandarin Chinese.
  

Julie Howland (Mrs. Agatha K. 
Plumber) was first on The Playhouse 
stage in 2012 in The Kid Who Ran 
for President (Mom). Her favorite 
role was as Ladybird in James and 
the Giant Peach. At Des Moines 
Young Artists’ Theatre, Julie stage 

managed Seussical, Jr. Julie is a special education 
associate at Urbandale Community School District. 
Her interests include reading, baking, and spending 
time with family, her husband, Mike, and their children, 
Josiah and Sierra.  
  

Susan Irish (Mama Dei Santi/Miss 
Berry) is returning to The Playhouse 
stage after nearly a decade’s 
absence. Her last appearance, a 
favorite, was as Berthe in Boeing 
Boeing, for which she received a 
Playhouse Dionysos Award for 

Outstanding Performance. Other area performances 
include Women Playing Hamlet (Jessica) at Tallgrass 
Theatre and Comedy Xperiment Improv Comedy 
Troupe. Susie is a business execution consultant at 
Wells Fargo and enjoys reading, writing, watching TV 
and movies, and learning the ukulele. 

Genevieve Koenigs (Laura Peters) 
is making her Playhouse debut in 
Harriet the Spy. She discovered 
her love of theatre while attending 
Curtain Call summer theatre camps 
in Dallas Center. She is a seventh 
grader at St. Francis of Assisi. In her 

free time, she draws people, makes up stories, and 
plays guitar. She loves eating a good, juicy hamburger. 
Her dad has also introduced her to Seinfeld.

CAST NOTES
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Cidney McMillan (Harrison 
Withers/Mr. Waldenstein) is making 
his stage debut. He is a project 
manager for The Weitz Company. 
Cid says his life right now is 
thinking about eating, cooking, 
and eating what he made; reading; 

disappointing his teammates in Warzone; activities 
with his dog, who looks like a young Cindy Crawford 
if she was canine; and sharing memes on Instagram. 

Tamera Peake (Miss Elson) 
attended classes at The Playhouse 
as a child. This is her first 
Playhouse production though she 
has experience in shows at Central 
College including The Laramie 
Project and Guys and Dolls. She 

works as a junior web developer at Webspec, Inc. 
Tamera loves cooking exotic meals she finds online 
or sees in movies, traveling, studying and practicing 
code, watching animé, and chilling out on the 
weekends. 

Hudson Pulver (Little Joe Curry) 
has been a part of The Playhouse 
in many capacities including set 
construction, painting, fly crew, 
and PIP (pre-intern program). His 
most recent stage credits are 
Roald Dahl’s Matilda The Musical 

(Ensemble/Michael Understudy) and Tinker Bell 
(John Darling) at The Playhouse and A Christmas 
Story (Ralphie Parker) at Ankeny Community Theatre. 
Hudson is an eighth grader at Bergman Academy, 
Des Moines, and enjoys lighting design, music, and 
mountain biking. 

Eisley Saldanha (Marion 
Hawthorne) is performing for the 
first time at The Playhouse. She 
is a seventh grader at Des Moines 
Merrill Middle School where she 
is on the cross-country team. 
She likes skateboarding. Eisley is 

looking forward to being in Harriet the Spy with her 
mom, Katie Saldanha, who plays Cook, and is excited 
for her extended family to see them on stage.

Katie Saldanha (Cook) made her 
Playhouse debut as Countess 
Andrenyi in Agatha Christie’s Murder 
on the Orient Express. At Hope 
College (Holland, MI), she had roles 
in Miss Julie (Miss Julie) and A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream (Titania). 

Katie is a stay-at-home mom who loves watching 

movies and laughing with her favorite people on 
earth, her husband, Chris, and their three children, 
Thatcher, Cohen, and Eisley (who is playing Marion 
Hawthorne in Harriet the Spy).

Nora Satterstrom (Beth-Ellen 
Hansen) has taken classes at The 
Playhouse including an audition 
class and performance classes of 
Seussical the Musical and Where the 
Sidewalk Ends and is now making 
her stage debut. Nora is in fifth 

grade at Holy Trinity, Des Moines, and likes singing, 
playing trumpet and piano, and hanging with friends.

Becky Scholtec (Ole Golly) was 
last seen at The Playhouse in 
Holes (The Warden). A favorite 
with Des Moines audiences, some 
of her other shows include The 
Cake (Della, Iowa Stage Theatre 
Company) for which she received 

a Cloris Award, The Little Dog Laughed (Diane) 
at StageWest, and Meg in Girls’ Weekend at The 
Playhouse and in Girls’ Weekend 2 at Iowa Stage 
Theatre Company. Becky works as a product manager 
at Wells Fargo. She likes traveling, reading, and 
horseback riding. 

Oliver Thrun (Father/Papa Dei 
Santi) counts among his Playhouse 
credits Liam in Calendar Girls, Paul 
in You Can’t Take It with You, Mr. 
Kraler in The Diary of Anne Frank, 
Pa in A Little House Christmas, 
The Miraculous Journey of Edward 

Tulane, and The Velveteen Rabbit. At Tallgrass Theatre 
he played Roat in Wait Until Dark and Officer Welch in 
Rumors. Oliver likes playing video games and biking.

Amaya Veldkamp (Rachel 
Hennessey) received a Playhouse 
Dionysos Award for Outstanding 
Performance for her role as Pippi 
Longstocking in the show of the 
same name. While only a seventh 
grader at Des Moines Merrill 

Middle School, her acting résumé includes Junie B. 
in Jingle Bells, Batman Smells! (May) and Tinker Bell 
(Curly) at The Playhouse and Wait Until Dark (Gloria) 
at Tallgrass Theatre. Amaya likes singing, playing 
volleyball, and playing with friends. 

Jen Green (Director) received a 
Playhouse Dionysos Award for 
her role as Willamina Fleming in 
Silent Sky. Audiences last saw her 
on stage as Goneril in King Lear 
(Iowa Stage Theatre Company) for 



12 THE PLAYHOUSE 2022–23 SEASON 13THE PLAYHOUSE 2022–23 SEASON

CAST NOTES

which she received a Cloris Award nomination. At 
The Playhouse, Jen directed Junie B in Jingle Bells, 
Batman Smells! and was the stage manager for I and 
You. She is a drama director at Des Moines Christian 
School where she directed Peter and the Starcatcher; 
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe; and Disney’s 
Mary Poppins. The latter received the Iowa High 
School Musical Theatre Awards Outstanding Music 
Production Award, the program’s highest honor. Jen 
is the morning show co-host of Mornings with Taylor 
and Jen on Life 107.1. 

Nicholas Amundson (Scenic 
Designer) earned his B.F.A in 
theatre design and technology from 
the University of South Dakota. 
Working on theatre all over town, 
he has designed in many different 
styles with StageWest Theatre 

Company (Ugly Lies the Bone, Marjorie Prime), 
Des Moines Young Artists’ Theatre (The Hobbit, 
James and the Giant Peach Jr.), Noce (bare: A Pop 
Opera), and Kata Klysmic Productions (The Rocky 
Horror Show, Reefer Madness). He served as scenic 
designer for The New Mel Brooks Musical Young 
Frankenstein, Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka, A Chorus Line, 
Choices, Disney’s The Little Mermaid, Ragtime, Catch 
Me If You Can and many more at The Playhouse. In 
the 2019-20 season, he directed and designed James 
and the Giant Peach in the Kate Goldman Children’s 
Theatre. His favorite thing about theatre is creating 
out-of-the-box ways to present a story that gives the 
audience something fun to experience.

Jessica Van Essen (Costume 
Designer) has spent much of her 
career in schools as a professor/
costume shop manager and 
working with professional 
theatres as a costume designer 
and technician. She spent three 

seasons with the American Shakespeare Center 
in Staunton, VA, as their costume designer and 
shop manager, designing such shows as William 
Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew, The Winter’s 
Tale, and The Comedy of Errors among others. 

Virgil Kleinhesselink (Lighting 
Designer) owns VTEC Productions 
sound company and is technical 
director at Des Moines Hoover High 
School where he designed lights for 
their production of Les Misérables 
School Edition. Virgil began his 

Playhouse career in 1979 and since then has been 
involved with more than 200 shows as designer or 
actor. 

Manda Miller (Properties Designer) 
is the drama director at Des Moines 
Christian School where she has 
directed Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland, Charlotte’s Web, Peter 
Pan, The Wizard of Oz, Disney’s 
Mary Poppins (awarded best overall 

production by Iowa High School Musical Theater 
Awards), and Peter and the Starcatcher. She also 
assists the school’s show choir. Manda likes reading 
books, watching movies, and basset hounds.

Kiera McGregor (Stage Manager) 
was the assistant stage manager 
for A Love Offering. After stage 
managing The Sound of Music, 
she has continued in this role 
for other local theatres such as 
Tallgrass Theatre. Kiera is excited 

to be working on another show at The Playhouse 
and working again with director Jen Green. When 
not at the theatre, Kiera enjoys sitting in the sun and 
hanging with friends and family.  

Alex Wortherly (Assistant Stage 
Manager) has an Associate 
of Science degree in forensic 
investigation and a B.A. in 
criminology, law, and justice. She 
works for the State of Iowa. In 2021 
at The Playhouse, she was lighting 

designer and production manager for the filmed 
work of devised theatre exploring Black identity 
in Iowa, nature of the dream. In her free time, Alex 
enjoys playing bass guitar, dancing, acting, writing, 
photography, and hanging with friends and family.

Louise Fitzhugh (Author) is best 
known for her novels Harriet the 
Spy and The Long Secret, which 
have been acclaimed as milestones 
in the world of children’s literature. 
Known for their wry detail and 
lively drawings, the two books have 

become international bestsellers. Harriet the Spy was 
named an Outstanding Children’s Book of the Year 
by The New York Times when it was first published in 
1964. Born in Memphis, TN, in 1928, the author was 
a multi-talented person. She attended Southwestern 
(now Rhodes) College and Bard College. She studied 
painting at the Art Students League in New York 
City and in Bologna. She was widely recognized as 
a painter, illustrator, and author. Other books which 
she wrote and illustrated include Nobody’s Family 
is Going to Change and I am Five (one title in her 
delightful series about growing up). She also wrote 
Sport, the story of Harriet’s best friend; I am Three; I 
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am Four; and illustrated The Suzuki Bean and Bang 
Bang You’re Dead. She died in 1974 at the age of 46 
from a brain aneurysm.

Katy Merriman (Artistic Director) 
has been an active member of 
the local theatre community since 
moving to Des Moines in 2013. Her 
Playhouse directing credits include 
Guys and Dolls; The Sound of Music; 
the world premiere of Escaping the 

Labyrinth; the co-production with Pyramid Theatre 
Company, A Love Offering; I and You; The Roommate; 
and Elephant & Piggie’s “We Are in a Play!”  Katy 
worked with Iowa Stage Theatre Company as a 
resident artist where her performance credits include 
The Glass Menagerie (Laura) and Our Town (Emily). 
She also directed their 2018 production of Fun Home. 
Prior to her time in Des Moines, Katy worked with 
numerous theatres throughout the Midwest as a 
performer, director, and administrator. 

515.280.3332   dmsymphony.org/academy  

Enroll today!
The Symphony Academy offers 
extraordinary musical experiences and 
outstanding educational opportunities, 
including private lessons, group classes, 
youth orchestras & ensembles, 
workshops and more.

Technical Directors: Nicholas Amundson, Paul 
Cartwright

Fight Captain: Susan Irish

Run Crew: Sydney Maule, Caiti Ruzika, Grace 
Zimmerman

Set Painting: Kathleen Baustian, Harold Hinkhouse, 
Darlene Pullen

Costume Crew: Andrea Boyd, Susan Eisenhour, 
Barbara Mydland, Kern Puffett, Jennifer Van Cleave

Playhouse Audition Crew: Hannah Beuse, Kyle 
Bochart, Jenny Bryant, Pilar Burg, Cheryl Critelli, 
Troy Ellerbroek, Toni Farris, DC Felton, Brandon 
Record

Playhouse Photographers: Jonathan Garton, Steve 
Gibbons, Brent Isenberger

Playhouse Historians: Mark Morrison, Lloyd Von 
Hagen

Spotlight Literacy School: Des Moines Lovejoy 
Elementary School

PRODUCTION CREWS

http://dmsymphony.org/academy
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Join Your Friends Anytime!
Watch on Iowa PBS KIDS .2, on iowapbs.org/kids-tv 
or through the PBS KIDS Video App!

http://www.iowapbs.org
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The Playhouse 
receives funding 
support from

Support for the 
Playhouse is 
provided by

Playhouse 
partners include

PLAYHOUSE ADMINISTRATION

Pre-Intern Program (PIPs)
Grace Aerisophal
Jack Andersen
Alexander Baker
Isabelle Baker
Celeste Brown
Anica Burch
Delaney Dorsey
Mar Feitelson
Katelyn Gallagher
Aya Haidar
Teddi Karnes
Kalya Kothavale
Tatum Lowell
Ailie McLaren
Samantha Miller
Caroline 

Muelhaupt
Sam Nigg

Hudson Pulver
Claire Riesberg
Ridge Rutherford
Ashley 

Scarbrough 
Evie Smith
Lily Spahr
Nina Spahr
Sophie Thomsen
Sofia Titarenko
Aaliyah Trimble
Addie Van Dyke
Emmett Van Haecke
Franny Winn
Ashlyn Yu
McKenna Yu

Board of Directors
Barbara C. White, President,
 CBRE
Nick Andersen, President Elect, 

Nationwide Insurance
Robert L. Culbert, Treasurer, 
 US Bank
Sally Cooper Smith, Secretary, 
 Cooper Smith & Company

Shashank Aurora, Des Moines Public 
Schools

Matt Coen, RDG Planning and Design
Lonnie Dafney, Federal Reserve 

Financial Services
Scott Gire, Paychex©

Tyler Hackman, Dotdash Meredith
Kimberly Hansen, Rebuilding Together
Laura C. Ingram, Belin McCormick
Tony Jones, Grinnell State Bank
Joanna Lowe, Heartland Financial
Manisha Paudel, City of Des Moines
Colleen Powell, Community Volunteer
Lu Spaine, Zumi
Kevin Waetke, Sammons Financial 

Group

Leadership
David R. Kilpatrick, Executive Director
Katy Merriman, Artistic Director

Staff
Nicholas Amundson, Technical Director
Lee Ann Bakros, Marketing & 
 Publications Director
Tiffany Briggs, House Manager
Lindsey Ballard, Concessions Manager
Paul Cartwright, Technical Director
Ryan Crane, Director of Philanthropy
Mary Hofer, Finance
Debra Jacobson, Ticket Office Manager
Elissa Johnson, House Manager
Angela Lampe, Associate Artistic 
 Director
Kaitlynn McCaull, Ticket Office 
 Marketing
Cherie Moen, House Manager
Bartley Mullin, House Manager
Mikala Niemeier, Marketing & 
 Philanthropy Intern
Jada Smith, Office Manager/Volunteer
  Coordinator
Robin Heldt Spahr, Education Director
Jennifer Throckmorton, Marketing & 
 Philanthropy Intern
Jessica Van Essen, Costume Shop 
 Supervisor
David A. VanCleave, House Manager
Nate Weber, Education Outreach

Education Staff
Nicole  

Chavas-Schwegler
Jenna Darsee
Katie Dorrell*
Tali Eisenstadt
Anne Frett
Robin 

Breen Fulton*
Ron Hyde
Nate Jorgensen
Taylor Layden
Taylor Millar
Greg Millar

Catie Miller
Deb Paul
Brandon Record
Abby Rogers
Sarah Schaefer
Brett Spahr*
Molly Thorsen
Kim Van Haecke
Sarah Beth 

Weinberg
Anna Zimney

*Master Teacher
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−CHELSEA

−KRISTIN

Have you seen the Shops at Roosevelt? 

Shakti Yoga  •  The Cheese Shop  •  Iowa IV 
Be, LLC.  •  La Mie Bakery  •  Sacred Diamond

The Juice Company  •  DSM Salon & Spa
  Worn  •  Roosevelt Barber Shop  •  Cabana Swim

Pre-Natal Vision Ultrasound  •  Silver Fox

42ND STREET - JUST NORTH OF INTERSTATE 235

STARRING



songwriter showcase
Enjoy Iowa and Midwestern singer/songwriters in a 
listening room atmosphere at the Goldfinch Room.

Be the first to hear about Goldfinch Room performances by signing up at 
center.iastate.edu/goldfinchroom. Dates vary monthly due to availability of space 

during the Stephens Auditorium Performing Arts Series season. The Goldfinch 
Room is located in Stephens Auditorium on the campus of Iowa State University.

Tables are $40 and seat up to 4 people. 

Patresa Hartman Society of Broken SoulsChad ElliottMatt Woods

@thegoldfinchroom
Tassel Ridge Dry Red Wines...Tassel Ridge Dry Red Wines...Simply ExtraordinarSimply Extraordinaryy®®

Great Red WineGreat Red Wine    

Leighton, Iowa • www.tasselridge.com

Iowa In the Dark  Iowa In the Dark  
is a dry red with light, fresh notes. 
First impressions are tangy acid 
followed by black cherry fading 
to plum, a dry mid-palate, and a 
long, pleasing finish. Made from 
Marquette, St. Croix, Petite Pearl, 
and Steuben grapes grown in Iowa, 
it’s a versatile wine that pairs well 
with grilled meat and spicy foods.

Tassel Ridge wines are sold at over 400 retailers in Iowa. For a list, visit  
www.tasselridge.com/retail. Or Tassel Ridge Winery can ship wine directly to 
you in Iowa, Arizona, California, Colorado, DC, Florida, Minnesota, Missouri, 
and Texas. Call the Winery at 641.672.WINE (9463) to place your order. 
Adult signature required for receipt of wine. Visit www.tasselridge.com, our 
Facebook page, or call 641.672.WINE (9463) for updates on hours, Wine 
Tasting, and Wine & Food Events.

made in Iowa  made in Iowa  
from Grapes  from Grapes  

grown in Iowagrown in Iowa

2019 Iowa Sabrevois2019 Iowa Sabrevois
is a dry red with bold aromas of spices 
and leather on the nose followed by 
blackberry and plum notes with hints 
of baking spice, smoke, and licorice 
on the palate. Made from Sabrevois 
grapes grown in our Iowa vineyards, 
it pairs well with grilled meat.

2020 Iowa  2020 Iowa  
Reserve Marquette  Reserve Marquette  
is a dry red with bright 
cherry notes and hints of 
baking spice on the nose and 
palate followed by a long, 
moderately acidic finish. 
Made from Marquette grapes 
grown in our Iowa vineyards, 
it pairs well with spicy foods.

Standing Ovation IA In the Dark- Sabrevios-Reserve Marquette 07-22.indd   1Standing Ovation IA In the Dark- Sabrevios-Reserve Marquette 07-22.indd   1 7/1/22   11:54 AM7/1/22   11:54 AM



As a child, I watched my father perform on stage playing great  

characters such as Atticus Finch, Ebenezer Scrooge and Captain Hook 

before earning roles of my own. I will always be grateful for the confidence 

and collaboration skills learned in the theatre and am proud that three 

generations of my family have been part of these special experiences. 

Bankers Trust’s commitment to community represents a different kind 

of character and is what attracted me to join the company. We help 

communities grow and thrive, not only through banking and lending, but 

also through volunteerism, employee engagement and charitable giving. 

It’s part of the Bankers Trust Difference. 

Emily Abbas, SVP, Chief Consumer Banking and Marketing Officer

THE DIFFERENCE IS

CHARACTER.

BANKING  |  LENDING  |  WEALTH MANAGEMENT

(515) 245-2863  |  BankersTrust.com

http://www.bankerstrust.com

